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. - (From the Overland China Mail of Nov.2D.), .. :

- - On the mornijug of Monday the 8th Qctober, -FL.M. brig |.
Columbine,.-and .- steamer  Fury, with the . C.. steitmer
Phieyetion, left Hongkong in search of the piraticdl fleet
commuuded by the - notorions , Shapng-tsai,. : ‘That; same
evening the expedition auchored under Mong-chow,where |
Mr, Caldwell boarded o lurge trading. junk beating,up the
const, fro ' ascartuined-that she had been released
from the a7 place :near.. Teen-puk, they; huving
stripped - hexr:crew of every-arlicle, of .value;: the.junk. was
bare of every thing but her -curgo:of; sult.:. T'he erew’
stated that thefleet-aonsisted of upwards of forty Inrgg juuks’
armed for liglhting... Bgviug ;procured pilots for” ihe ships,”
the next day they-reached Hoi-liow, the principal seaport of
the islaud of Huinau 3, wiése, Gaptain:Huy and seversl other
oflicers, with i\h‘.~0a1dwell;'-_‘(sigilé’ds-ﬂogg,.;;hg,gngn@giu in
-comwnmand, who stated. that thh3;i}rate_é;lu;_cl_,_un_ly;@;J',eﬂ__ldayé”_
‘previous, .attacked the! town of Pak-hoi; .where, thiey, . bad
‘commiued - grent -devastations,. and. that; they had since.
goue to u pluce culled Chook-shan.;., He.,condugied the
‘party.to.-the: eity of :King-chow-foo,, where. . the).eom-:
maunder-in-chief resided,-and :there;.it .was.arranged: that'
-Wong “should uccompiny, the: expedition, he bepg; well’
acquuinted with the .coast. © ;The, behaviour. of the; man-
darms wag-consteous in the: extreme,::and they, sppeared’
bighly delighted ~at - the.: prospect-.of:.the;, exurpation . of
the pirate fleet. . - The:visit: having . ended,  the paxt duy
Wong was received on board the Fury... On the evenjhg of the,
15th; the ships were: at Wei-chosy, where it \vas, ascertaived
that the fleet had-left for Chook-shun Gve d n;ys_p_i;ég‘lqgs,_fqr
the purpose of serubbing the bouts! bottoms.: On the 6th, the
expedition urrived off the lntter place, and-were informed that
the pirates had proceeded farther-down. the coast to.a place |
called Qo-nong, iu Cochin China.. Here were manifestproofs
of theontrages commitied by these:vagabonds, a.co nsiderable
portion of the town being.inauins from the attack which had.
been mnde ou it by thelp they havivg:likewisg killed a
nwber of the inbabitnty. and: carried; away many,of their
‘women: The people surrounded. Wong: aud I\fl_'r._épldwell,
who had goue on shore for information, and on their kuees,
-with tears, begged them to pursue the, majruugéj_-i' and re-

lease their relations. ' On-.the: afternoon of  thie ﬁl[.h, ‘the’
“vessels arvived ot the-island. of. Kow-tow-shan,, a. f&\i'.ﬂ‘“ rite .
resort of Shapug-tsai, near.which place one of Lis scout
boats was fallen m with, and burnt, On'the afterngon of the
10tly, the expedition reached On-n re the, inlinbitants.
were so much in - dread of the that jt was with
the uumost difficulty they could be brought within talking
distance. At lasty ‘bowever, they stated that the pitate fleet |
was then blockuding & town called Cho-kum; at g few miles’
distanee, and that their intention was the next day to attack:
Fa-foong, another town in‘the same vicinity, Early on‘the
morning of the 20th, us Captain Hay was sbout to proceed
inthe direction poiuted out, a Jarge fleet of junks was observed
uuder the laud, and appurently.stauding out, which.they con-
tinued to do until their hulls became. quite visible, when
‘upwurdsof 60 sail were counted from the ships’decks. Shortly
after, they were observed to alter: their conrse and stand in
fortheshore. The men-of-wnrimrﬁédinﬂy‘got under weigh;
but owing to the want of pilots to take#liem into the river,
ut the entrance of which there'is a formiduble bar, they did |
uot get within range until about Ralf-past four that afternoon, |:
when anumber of lurge junks, anchored at the entrance, |
opened a fire upon them, which was:instantly returned by the
ships; the conflict then became general.for about half an
bour, when o rocket from the Phteyetf;mi; blew up one of
the lurgest junks, afterwards ascertuined to have been
Shapng-tsai's own, and which set fire to two or three |
others near her. Shortly after durk, twenty-seven of the
largest juuks were in o blaze, the explosions of powder and of |
the lsuded guns, which went off as they became heated, added
to the grandeur of the scene. The. next day the work of de-
struction wus resumed, and before night 24 more of the fleet
were destroyed, the men who escaped on shore being hunted
down by the Cochin-Chinese, who lined ‘the shore, armed.
with spears: and spikes, and spured. none.: On the 22nd, | |
six more’ junks were <destroyed, these being -the last re-|
mainiug iu the river. Shapng-tsui is said to hava escaped
through a shallow and narow passage with six- of his}

| it is reported that it was. in. value 8,000 dollars. - It isiqyite;
possible that, although there.were.: 30 boxes, or even mi
| sowe of the.prisoners only. saw a-few.of. them: _ From’

vessels. On the 23rd, the ships put to sea, and arrived;|
at Hoi-how on the night of the 24th, from which place, inf;
consequeuce of u gale of wiud, they did.not get under weigh.}
again until the ‘morning of the 26th;. and, after having ex:
perienced considerable delay and, ditficulty. -in crossing Iht‘i-
bars, the expedition arrived-safely. at, Hougkong, on Thurs;
day the 1st of November.: During the whole of the 0pergs:;’
libns, the H. C. steamer Phlegethon was of the greatest sef- |
vice, owing to her exeeeding light-draught of water. e

~ Thbe prisoners stated that Shapng-tsai made his escape |
in & pull-uway boat, soon- after the; firing. commenced, avd

before his own vessel blew up....A; couple of hours. earlier.
he sent uway bhis women and: treasure in two .fast. boys..
The statements as to the amount. of;specie do not agyes.:
Some of the prisoners mention..30 boxes;.each .containijg:
8,000 dollars, others-speak of only .eight boxes, and agsin

i
- theon: . From the
description of the.boxes, the quantity of dollars in. each,’
and the fuct that they had rope handles, it is probable that
they were taken out of the unfortunate' Sylph. It is known

for certain that Shapng-tsai, with nearly the whole of his

{of ‘the montli; with two.small manduarins.
|superintendent of police, had instructions from Seu to

| visited the Tiger Islunds fré
1T
-hisfleot

{ disappeared. { .
| séa; "but-'she 'may - have' been captured.

fleet, was cruising off the’ east coast of Hainan in'the latter
énd of 'Jung, #=d in July and-August. During that time he

| the T ] uently; ‘and twice he went to
ien-pabikto’dispose of his plunder and refit and provision

10 ;'I{iie‘xifp':i%}':? wasliis'head:quarters; there be trafficked
‘aivay 'his. spoil,” therd ‘he  obtained 'abundant supplies, and
the ‘érews had their ‘énrousnl’ nshore’ after every expedition.
.The mandaring were either bribed 'to silence or intimidated
=<or both. " Wlien Captain Lockyer visited the port in search
~of the’ Sylph and requested to see the mendarins, he was told

| they were absent, from which it may be surmised thatShapng-

tsni did not'altogethier “put faith in thew, though he muast
have énriched the town by the infamous trade of which he
made it the seat, ‘and, thé money spent by his peaple or laid
~out in the puiclinge’ of stores.. During the period. this mis-
cre®ht was' cruising off the east coast of ‘Buinuan, the ship
Greyhotnd, from' Stugipore, with'a eargo of,Indian produce,
It is true she may have foundered at
The betel
nut sold 'at Tien:pahk " (or given :to the Chinese Indy
who visited the pirate's--haunt-with impunity), and after-
‘wards teken 'to Cumsingmeon, may have been pnart of the

| @reyhound’s oargo:. The: prisoners assert that no European
| vessels were'captured, though- this goes for nothing,  Whilst

on-hoard ‘an- ISnglish man-of-war they would not be foolish
enough to crinfinate themselves. They denied being pirates
‘at all, - They:werei'all unfortunate fsherman, captured and
forced to:serve agninst thieir will.. That a good muuy women
and-childrénswere prisoners there appears'no doubt; and it
is sad-to think thatuot a few of them wexe lost in the burning
junks or killed with the'shot. ~T'hey had no means of escupe,

“and of the nnmbers carried away from the sacked villuges,

only eight-women and six children were recovered.
- The'day-before the British squadron:appeared off the Ton-

" | quin river, ‘two-fast-boats urrived from Canton, on & mission

‘from the viceroy.. They left the proviuncial city on the 4th
Wipoone, the

offer' ‘Shapng-tsai the red -button if he would give up
_piracy, and; with his fleety accept a command in the govern-’

| méut service. ~ The appearance of the foreign vessels next

morning ‘made-it:appenr -to- Shapng-tsai that there was

{ some treachery going on. He immediately bad Wipoone

and his party'made prisoners; flogged them, and, it is said,
threw overboard:the mandarin,of the second boat with his

| bauds tied behind: him., . The crews of both boats were tied,
| and on board. tbe-flag junk when she blew up. Among

the prisoners, the general impression is, that Wipooue

|-was killed some way or anothber; and it is not quite cer-
| tain that Shapng-tsai escaped-lilwnself, though all agree
|.in asserting that he left in

in a pull-away boat, and that
two :fast-boats, or. mandarin: boats, baving his housebold
goods on board, were waiting for him outside the bar.. Jf

+ he did escape the grape and other shot which was showering
{-about him in great abundance, he would probably be joined

by the six smull. junks which appearto have got outof the

_riverthe same evening;. and with that slender force—as he

is no' louger. an object of terror, and hus enraged Seu by

{ murdering his envoy—he will most likely fall into the hands
-of the:Chinese; unless he has the sense to avail himsell ‘of

nsoony and run sonth to. Siam, or te some of the
settlements.on the islands of the Archipelago.




