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THE TIMES AND ITS ANGLO-SAXON
RAJAH. .

TO THE EDITOR OF THE DAILY NEWA.

SiR,~The Vmes, although feigning to court
inquiry iute the Borneo massacre, seems ill at ease &t
the prospect of it, and rather sore with Lord John for
the readiness with which he granted the necessary
evidence. The ZVmes asks that Bir James Brooke
should be tried on the evidence contained in
| his own published diaries, Certainly this is uot
|& modest demand, for it is simply asking, for

a man on his trial, that his own =as:ertions,
‘{and his own construction of them, should be accspted
.1 a8 & sufficient answer to the indiotment, yet from the

R S P "  ou o the diary)
BUTPTim g —onrationy and revelations oF

| its facts may be socepted, although not the construc-
tion put on them, and mey be teken for want of
better evidence. *
Here, then, are the facts, Sir James Brooke de-
'{ scribes the Dyaks of Borneo generally, and he is cor-
roborated by more impartial witnesses, as a simple,
hospitable, and confiding race, wholly without the
knowledge of fire-arms, and never pirates, becauee,
if for no better reason, destitute of the means of com-
‘| mittiag piracy. He hed visited the two devoted
| tribes in their own rivers, with a very slender escort,
‘{and in very pointed language he describes them as
| being like the rest of the race, simple, conflding, hos-
pitable, and sc ignorant of fire-arms that the very
bravest of them scampered off at the bare report of a
musket, o :
No sooner, however, do the Sakarran and Sarebas
become the neighbours of the Anglo-Bazon Rajah, .
and are found by him mot to be go submiesive as’
couid be wished, than they are made exceptions to
the general rale of Dyaks not being pirates. He de--
nounces them, in no measured terms, ae dangercus and
ferocious pirates, worthy of extermination. The
Britisk Nevy, bewildered and seduced by the dange-
rous bounty on manslaughter of 20! o head, is.
honnded on &Eiainat the miserable mep, and in seven
| years time, although many hundreds have been put|
| to the aword, not one prizoner has ever been broaght '
to triai before the legal tribunal close at hand, in-
| order to solve the guestion of the tribes being or not
being piratical. Thie onesimple fast is alone enough
to damn the whole allegation.
| .. The ZTimes, which is never *gecond” to any one in
the matter of ill words, adopts Rajah Brooke's con-
clusions, quite heedless about the facts from which
/| they are drawn, and pronounces the Bakarran and
‘| Sarebas tribes as being *as bloodthirsty and irre-
'| claimable a gang of savages as ever disgraced the
human shape,” and upon whom, therefore, * gignal
'| punishment was most. deservedly inflicted,” Now
‘| this is the whole case of Sir James Brooke and
the IT¥mes newspaper — foul worde and = no
|fastsa! The Dyak race is to be fonnd
‘| spread over & tarritor{l four times the size of Bri-
tain, and everywhere they are rude, simple, and, as
far as fire-arms are concerced, “ unarmed,” No one
bas ever charged piracy on any Dyak whatsoever.
‘| Even the pet witness of the Fimes, the redonbtablo
‘| Aaron Smith himself, who has seen and achieved sach
wonders, 1 will venture to say, never saw or encoan-
tered, throughout his various piratical associations, a
Dyak pirate. ;
'| . The discovery that & Dyak might not only be a
'| pirate, bt even a formidable one, although flesing at
| the sound of & musket shot, was the discovery of Sir
‘| James Brooke, and even he, out of the 100 tribes of
‘| Dyaks, confined the chargee to the two tribes who
| were his own conterminous neighbours.
'| The Times says that it has carefully read the four
| volumes published about Rajah Brooke by Keppel
'{ and Mundy, and that * from first to last” it finds Sir
James Brooke ‘ acting in the most humane aud pa-
- tient spirit towards tho tribes of savages he has en--
deavoared for years to reclaim.” Now I utterly dis-
| oredit the story of the careful reading of the four
| volumes, becanse I have eo good am opinion of the |
sagacity of the Times as to think that it would never |

have pronounced this piece of singular impertinence
| about & humane and patient spirit,” if it had really |
[ done what it pretends. Read, for example, Mundy’al

first volume, in which are given in much detail * five” |
distinet cases of palpable homicide, respectin which |
the Zimss and other friends of Sir James Brooke have '
taken special care never to have given one word of
explanation, aithonlgh often called for, ‘

am, sir, &o.,
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