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BRITISH PIRATES IN BORNEO,

‘TO THE EDITOR OF THE DAILY NHWS. .

81r,—The Borneo papers have just been published,
and, although very meagre, still yield some strange
revelations. The subjects of the battue of the 31stofJuly.
are shown by the very assailants themselves to be the
helpless beings which the Daily News has all along
represented them. Both Sir James Brooke and Cap-.
tain Farguhar, the naval commauder, admit the
ahsence of firearms on the part of the Dyeks, The:
latter expressly says,, * The Dyak villages b:ing" one
continued house, built 'wpon high posts, are well
adapted for defence, but the Dysks being almost
devoid of firearms, cannot stand agaivat a- well-armed'
force, their weapons being the sumpitan, with poisoned-
arrows, spears, &c., and a short sword, having a shield
for protection.” _Sir Jamea Brooke confirms the tes-
timony which he had bsfore given in his diary ;
‘“should these pirates,”ssys he, * becoma posessed of |
musketry, which is but teo probable, the resclt must |
be deplorable alike to the peaceful inhabitants of the |
coast; to the native trade, and ultimately to European
commerce,” We have here in thie sentence a fair!
sample. of the broad ‘assertions which have been
dealt in, and pawned upon us for facts, It begins
with begging the guestion, and npon the beggary is
then raised a climax which is quite frightful,

Sir James would haye been quite as reasonable had
be said, * Sheuld Malay pirates one day become pos-
seesed of 'steam navigation, which is but oo pro-
bable, the resuit would be that they might run a muck
across the Cape of Good Hops, and in the long run,
finding their way into the Atlantic ocean and the
British Channel, produce results deplorable to Euro-
pean commerce,” .

Sir James, in the same despatch, describes the
Sakarrans and Sarebans as “ g fierce horde of pirates
traversing the high seas and devastating the comsts,”
But he ha%penu to be contradicted by Captain Farqu-
har; and this, too, on his own authority. ¢ Actiog,”
:ays the naval commander, *on the advice of his
Excellency, whe has & thorough knowledge of the
charaoter and habits of these piratical tribes, and who
ioformed me that their expedition wonld certainly
vot extend over five to seven days, I determined o
awalt their retarn, guarding well the entrances ofthe
Kaluke and Sarebas rivers, the only evenaes to their
country.” Thus it tarns out that the hoedes described
a8 * traversing the high seas,” and whose cruises
occupy an entire monsocon, sweeping the whole Archi-
pelago, axe mnever absent from hoeme above five or
seven days—that is, never make a voyage of above
halfthat length from the mouths of their own rivers.
In fact, it appears that the piratical ernises of these
formidable buccancers without fire arms are confined
to the coast of their own island, and never extend
over more than 100 miles even of that.

- The poverty of the Dyaks is-as pitiable as theie
want of military resources. Sir James Brooke on his
"“own mere motion” imposes & fine of 150/, 0n & eer-.
tain Dyak tribe called the Kenowit, charged as being
aiders and abettors of piracy, and receivers of stolen
goods, One might expect to find that the mulet was
paid in hard cash, the procceds of the alleged stolen
goods, bot that was not.the case, “ After consider.
able difficulty,” saya Ciptain Farguhar, #a portion of
the fine was brought in, gold ernaments, brass guns,
and gongs.,” We have in fact & tabular view, in the
Borneo papers, of the prodace of the fine,
which copsisted of nine lots of brass popguns,
woighing iz all some nine cwl.y twenty-ome
lota of gongs; seven lota of women znd children's

Id ornaments, which sold for 112 is. 8d., and seven
ots ditto brass ornaments, which sold for 24 17,
with six iota of old jars. The produce of the whole
fine was, bat 817, 175, 2d., 8o that there remains due to
Queen Victoria a balance of 68/, 28, 10d. What a
pitiabl;e exaiaple is all this exhibition before a British
senate !

The lapses of the Borneo papers are more aban-
dant than their information. Tue pirates killed in
action are calied 400 by Sir James Brooke, and 500
by the naval commander, whe estimates that at least
as many more perished in the jangle, making the
total destruction 1,000, against one Burepean wounded
by an aceident with hie own haand, on the part of the
victors. + Notone word is eaid aboat the fire-arma cap-
tured, nor is there even a retarn of the awords, sum-
pitans, and shields taken.- Of the prikoners there is
only sn allusion to some having been made, but there
isncta syllable abont their numbers. They were sll,
it is discreetly stated, set at liberty; and, still'more
disoreetly, not one of them was sent for trial, or even
88 & witnese before the Admiralty Coutt, sitling at
the moment at Singapore.

Of the ﬂoﬁmitions taken at Singapore, and by com-
misaion in Borneo, on the faith of which 20,700/, are
to be paid by the British people, not one is contained
in the papers. Sir James Brovke's deapatch, givin
an mu.m;;ot thc:l “ battus.” is of half & page, and_
compoged of ronnd aseertion of piracy, promptly and
eﬁ'eqtnailr eontradicted by the'pintor{:a avigaﬁyce of
his ‘own despatohes. The instructions from the
Foreign-office amount to aix. libes, equally vague.
Sir James ia doscribed ‘in them as representing the
sovercign of the British empire to % the native and
indepeudent chiefs of Boroeo,” Who are they ? The
principal, of cotrse, ave the ra'ers of Horneo proper ;|
but of them Bir James bimeelf, in his firat despatch,
tays, “Indeéd, their government is so we-k, and
their influence 8o inconsiderable, that it woold hard!
at pngent”be worth while to punish them for their
bad faith.” Who the rest of the independent chiefs
may be it is not, sasy to conjecture ; but possibly the
govereign of the Kenowit Dyaks, who conld only
raizs sixty per cent. out of the mulot imposed on him
E{:::: representative of his ally, Queen Victoris, may

Througheut the whole of the papers, the alleged
E of sumo fifty obscure miles of the msﬁf
Borneo is ridiculously aad pompouely treated of as if
it were the piracy of the entire Krchipelago.

. In conclusion, I will-only just add that there is one
judicious public_pager in the eollection, the instruc-
tions of the late Lord Auckland, a man of Indian ex-
perience and oca'm gudgment. “You will moch
rather,” gays he,  endeavour to check pirzcy in the
islands of the Arehipelago by & good uaderstanding,
and by enforcing the observauce of treaties with the
native chiefs, than by €ncouraging hostile operations, |
and expeditions of & coercive character”” The late
bperations conducted on the coast of Borneo are not
only not in compliance with these instructions, but in
utter contempt and defiance of them, i

o Iam, &e., A LA
ITemple, March 21, 1850, WYER.
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