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PIRACY IN CHINA AND THE INDIAN
ARCHIPELAGO,

‘A return of Eunglish vessels “ captored, attacked,
plundered, or in any way molested by Malayor Dysk
pirates, on the coast or elvewhere,” from August,
1839, to Anmgust, 1840, has been extracted from.
Lloyd’s Lists, and presented to the Hooge of Commons,
Thirty-nine vessels are ennmerated. In not one in-
stance are the pirates alleged fo be Dyaks. Only one
of the cases iz said to bhave ocourred witbin 300 miles
of Borneo; and that is the cass ef a vesgel * wrecked
on oue of the islands on the coast of Borneo,” in 1845,
of which the officers had been made prisoners, and
part of the crew sold as slaves “ at Sooloo,” :

Thirteen of the ships are simpiy said to be mis-
sing : of their fate nothing is known. Three of them
are expressly said to have passed outwards through
the Straitsof Sunda. Of five there is no evidence
that they ever reached the Indien Archipelago. One
disappeared between Chusan and Macao ; one dissp-
Deared between Chasan and Penang; ope between
Cochin and Calcutta ; one had sailed from Manilla to
Boston; and one from the same port to Falmonth.
For none of these can the Dyaks of Borneo be sus-
peoted, . _ _

Three of the vessels are stated to have been plun-
dered in the Straits of Sunda and Lembeck, .

- Two of them were plundered at the Nicobar
Islands ; one on the coast of Achein ; and one in the
Straits of Banea. :

- Four were attacked on the coast of China,

One was attacked pear the Anamhes (300 miles
from Borneo), but the pirate was obliged to sheer off.

One vessel ““-was passed agif burnt,” 60 miles from
the Straits of Sinda; one “burned to the water’s
edge” was paesed in the Pallawem Btraits, =

n the course of ten.years twenty-nine versels have
been lost in and near the Indian Archipelago; the
mancer in which fifteen of them were lost is'un:
known ; six were wrecked and plurdered, as they
might have been on the west coast of Ircland or

Cornwall; eight were attacked by -pirates (one un-
successfully) ; four of them outside the Indian Archi-
pelago; three in the Chinese waters; and one &t the
Anambas. There have been six cases of ¢ wrecking ”
and eight of piracy in ten yea:s. In only one case
(a case of wrecking) was the outrage committed near
the cost of Borneo,and that case occurred at the north
end or cn the east of the island, many buadred miles
from Sareabas, and was committed by Malays of the
Socloo islands. . ]

- These facts are worthy the consideration of those

who have besn misled by Rajah Brooke’s rhodomon-
tades.




