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THE PRAHUS OF THE SAKARRAN AND
SARABAS DYAKS,

From nll that has appeared in the dispatches
and debates on the valourous exploit of destroying some
hundreds of unarmed and unresisting traders and fisher-
men, in the peaceful pursuit of their occupations on the
coast of Boimeo, it scoms that we are to admit that Sir
James Brooke aud the other heroes did really believe
that those unfortunate persons were pirates, and are
consequently exonerated from all guilt, Whether the
historion, English or foreign, will be cqaally complai-
sant, is guite aposher affair. If the slaughterers did
believe those poor people to be pirates, we can but
admire the ease with which accusations may be some-
tines received when unsupported by evidence, particu-
Inxly if there should be the temptation of blood-money
to beguile the judgment of some, and if there should
be the prospect of crushing ancient enemies without
expense of men ol treasure, to assist others in forming
a correct estimate of the charaster of those against whom
an opportunity of employing an overwhelming force
oceurs.

That the Dyaks were pirates, we are not to doubt,

whatever Mr. Hume, and other gentlemen acquainted
with th y tribes, may say to tho contrary ; jet,
surely, we may be permitted to ask for positive, not
hearsay evidence of the facts. Whut European, or
what British Indian vessel was ever assailed by the
prahus of the Sakarran and Sarabas Dyaks? Not one
has been alleged, in the cowrsc of the several debates
that have taken place on an affuir, which, if it does not
diseredit, most assuredly docs not honour the Biitish
character, Something, indeed, has been said of acts of
piracy between Sarawak and Singapore, and it was ob-
serven, that & Surely it was an act of merey and justice
to put an end to such acts,””  So it may have lieen ; but
robbery by sca and land las always been legitimwate
among uncivilised people. Homer’s heroes weve con-
federated pirates, making war upon pirates ; our an.
costors were notorious pirates, ata time when piracy was
a most honourable pursuic ; and the present states of
the continent owe their foundation to the northern
hordes of robbers, when robbery was deemed sufficiently
honourable to gain the reward of nobility, and laid the
foundation of all modern titles of rank. With the
people of Sarawak and Singapore the same notions of
warfare and honour prevail ; in fact, they bhave not yet
acquired any other—and all in those seas will long look
upon Sir James Brooke’s noble action as the unpro-
voked foray of & pirate, who owed his success to the
lucky aecident of attacking people who were in no way
prepared with the means of defence or offence. As to
the slaughter’s being an act of justice, it ig altogether a
one-sided act, By the allegation there were two parties 3
Lut one alone ispunished., Itwas cxactly such an aet of
justice as might be performed by one European pation
destroying another, because it wasas war with a third.
. But 207, o head for every pirate slain o taken pri-
soner wonderfully assists the judgment in the absence
of evidence, and we ask on what pretence any reward
should be given to the men and officers in her Majesty’s
service for discharging the duties, for which they are re-
gularly paid the very sums, for which they coutract their
services ;  If they do more than their duty, then let the
extra work be estimated by o competent eourt ; but if
it is mevely what they engage to do, every shilling given
for it beyond their siipulated pay, is o robbery of the
country. v

We look with suspicion upon Dblood-money of every
deseription, and with good reason, In the time of Wil
liam II1,, an act was passed, by which, in addition
40, for the apprehension of a highwayman, his JéR3
and arms were to 1o the prize of the capror ; and about
the middle of the last century, it was discoverad, thata
number of innocent people had been hanged for highway
robberics, which were plauned for the purpose of securing
the Parlinmentary blood-money by a gang of thief-takers,
men whom bath juries and judges believed to be worthy
of evedit.  The trizls of these scoundrels may be found in
the Old Bailey Seesions Papers, and anarative of their
cvimes in the magazines, aad, we helieve, in the Newgole
Calendar.  Up to the detection of their systematic
murders under forms of law, these men secm to have
borne good characters, and certainly both the Govern-
ment and the public thought well of their services. On
the whole, it is highly probable that shey were corrupted
by the temptation of the blood-money. — After this dread-
-ful experience of its effects, a rational people would have
instuntly abolished such rewards for ever. They did not
for in the fivss quarter of the present century, several po-
lice officers, also of good character, were convicted of
the very same practices as the thief-takers. The name
of one was Vickery, but we forget the others : the vic-
tims, through whom they were detocted, were three
Irishmen, not one of whom could speak E‘nglrsh. They
were entrapped into the uttering of false coin, condemned
to death, and might have been executed, but for th?_ hu-
manc and timely jnterference Df thg Iate Alderman Wood,
who procured theiv pardon, which is dathlSeptelnber 18,
1816, and eaused the successful proseeution of the gang.

Under these woll-known circumstances, and the well-
established influence of blood-money in com.upting men’s
minds, it was both imprudent and discreditable to o'ﬁ‘er
blood-money to ber Majesty’s paid scrvants for cnptunu'g
pirates, even if such capiure ‘had not been one gf their
acknowledged duties. As it is, the prospect 015 201 per
head, when several hundred peoplecan be s.hot \\'uhput.rz‘sk
to the shooters, leads to suspicion, that their extra-judicial
condemnation may have becn somewhat precipitate.—
There is, to be sure, the autheiticated lists at Lloyd’s
of 40 British vessels atiacked by ¢ Borneo or Dyak
pirates.” Wo use Mr, Forster’s words in the debate,
Now Borneo is thrice as large as our own island, and the
Dynk territory is not the two-hundredth part ofit ; and
what would be thought of the French or any other go-
vernment, if, because some Cornish wreckers had plen-
dered 40 of their ships, they were to do military execn-
tion on the people «f Newcastie-upon-Tyne or Hull,
because the robbery was doue by English or Cornish
wreckers 2

e, however, do not believe that there is a pirate in
Borneo ; but the Dyaks were au ancient cnemy of the
Sarawnks, and there was a'reward of 204 a head for
killing pirates.

We have adverted to the giving of extra rewards to
men for performing the duties for which they are hired
hy the nation.  On what principle do capiaing of men-
of-war claim salvage ¥ On what principle is salvage
awarded to them ? If one of them neglected to succour
an Indiaman in distress when able to save her, wonld he
be punished for dereliction of & very obyious duty, or is
the performance of this duty discretionary ? In cur
opinion, every pound claimed and awarned as salvege to
sach persons is so muel shamelessly extorted from the
merchant, who contributes his portion to the payment of
the fleet. .

The Dyak affair and that of the French coloxel in the
cavern in Algeria, seem to be parallel exploits § nnfl we
wish both untions joy of such heross, and suph national
y as they can achieve for them,~—Moining ddver-
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