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RAJAH BROOKE AND THE DYAKS OF
BARAWAK,

genius which delights in g new empires,
whother great or small, to extol his virtues and

natures, they hove never been remarkable for much
more than the sagecity that could discern, and the
will that could promptthe way by any means, fair or
foul, to the ful p ion of their i or
ambition, TForce or fraud, in such hauds, wre usu-
olly held to be right weapons for conquering Juitiie
culties; and justice or merey are words in their
yocabulary that have no meaning until translated
into some show of ascordance with the course of their
purposes or policy. Sir Janzs Baoons may deserve
all that can be said of him by those who bave o faney
for bucaneering beroism, that goes prize hunting
among ges for ignty, when the ¢l are
unfavourable to similar speculations in more civi-
lised regions; but we have a right to look with
gomo suspicion in such quarters so soon as we flnd
ourselves invited to shave the cost of his conguests,
withous any probable prospect of profiting by the
allionce. He has obtained a principality, and finds
it rather inconvenient to have troublesome neigh-
bourg, who are not altogethier disposed to leave the
froptier of his newly moquired territory in perfect
ropose. The Dyaks nre n native tribe, inhabitiog a
portion of the island contiguous to his Rajabship of
Serawak. Their habits are wandering and predatory,
and they are constantly engaged in wars with other
border tribes. Nobody ever suspected or admitted
that the Dyaks were pirates before Sir Jas. Broogs
gave them that charncter. Not one tittle of direct
evidence has been produced to show that they were
aver guilty of piracy. It wes only after Bir Jamzs
Brooke had taken possession of his Rajahship that
this discovery was made. Since 1844, Sir Janes
Bnooxr has been hunting down these misarable
savages, who are iguorant of the use of firenrms, as
pirates, Mr. Houmg, in the course of his speech on
Thursday night, read five letters, from s many

There has been no species of ity in
with the treatment of native tribes by the more civi-
lised nations of Euvope, in auy quarter of the globe,

naval ders on this portion of the Bornean
const, all of which affim that the Dyaks were never
known to attack any foreign or English vessel

that hos not found o ready and unscrupulous defence
at the hands of those vested with authority.
mutters not whether the colonisers bave been Eng-
lishwen or Spaniards, what deed of sapguinary
borrors has not found its panegyrists wherever terri-

It

The pirates of the Indian Archipelngo mre o
!perfectly differont race. They are all Malays
from the peninsuln of India; and the only evi-
"dence that Dyaks are in any way implicated in
| piracy is derived from the fact, that they are occa-

| dly found ss sailors or slaves on board the

torial aggrandi , or the ts of
& usurped dominion, bas, afforded the plea for
PP or extermination? What doss Spanish
history say of the murders and barbarities that wers
| practized by the bloodthirsty invaders of Peru and
| Mexico? Were the wrong-doers ever in the wrong
or without an smple vindication, whenever they could
show an extension of empire, or appeal to the cupidity
of the mother country by exaggerating the spoil or
tho sdvantages likely to acerue from their crimes?
In what page of our own history can we point to any
single case of wrong or oppression inflicted by our
love of dominion, that has not found the ready plen
of interest or pecessity to justify similar deeds?
Pretexts for every species of iniquity that has
been perpetrated under the sun bave mever been
wanting to the strong where the lust of power,
gnin, or glory incited to the subjection or oppression
of the weak. Wo lave net yet outlived the curse
which blinds our moral perceptions s o nation
whenever guilt on o gracd seale can be made to wer
the garb of herolsm, or murder by wholesalo I
metamorphosed into merited chastisement for imw
ginary erimes. We affect & mission in the name o
civilisation precisely similar to that which the Spa

vessels of ivates. Tifty three merchents of
Singapore signed an address to Mr. Hung, in which
they declare that *there is not one among us who
* gvar heard the captain of o merchant vessel or the
*nacodul of a trading prahus, mention their having
“geen a Dyak pirate; and the circumstance of eithar
“the one or the other of them falling in with, or
“being atiacked by prabus, which are propelled with
‘“paddles and have meither masts mor sail, would
“have beon a novelty which could not bave failed to
" attract attention, to say nothing of their want of
*fire-nrms,”  8ir Jaues Brooxe's own deseription of
‘hese tribes renders the iden of Lheir being pirntes
serfootly ridiculous. Spenking of the Sarchos
wibes he says, * The sound of musketry or canuon
‘wne enough to put the whole body to flight,
*and when they did run, fully the helf of them dis~
* appenred, returning to their own homes." INow it
is just the two tribes, the Sarebas and the Sakarran,
which were massacred by wholesale as pivates. The
other tribe—the Sak Bir Jaxes a8
equally incapeble of attacking o rigged or armed
vessel of any deseription. * The spear aod sword,”
be says, *comprise their weapons;. they have mo

niards of the 16th century claimed for th Ives in
the name of the Pope and Christinnity. The welfare
of the human race serves for the plea of despotism
in oll quarters of the globe. With a curious con-
sistoncy, we always contrive to i the law of

liets or fire arms, and never use the sumpitan,”
The sumpiten ie a blowpipe used Ly some of the
| Borneon tribes through which small wrows are dis-
\charged. Throughout the whole of the debnte on
Thursday night not the slightest evidence was pro-

netions in our own favour, Ethics and politics hava
but one name in the eyes of all governments; and
Justice is like Janus, it has o different faco for all
sides of the compass, What France is in Algerin—
Austrin in Hungary—Ruseia in Poland, England is,
or can be, with impunity, everywhere but at home,
‘We adopt the maxims of despotizm when it suits our
purposs, but we take good care to go a long way from
our own shores to put them in practice. We are
civilised enough to bo shocked with atrovities that
our nearer neighb imes find it expedient to
practise upon their subjects, but our humanity loses
all its eonsitiveness when we play the same part our-
selves for the specinl training to more civilised habits
of mountain tribes in India, pestoral Kaffrs at the
Cupe, or pirate Dyaks in Boroeo. Who ever heard
of Epglish canvon or broad swords booming or
flashing in any other cause then a just ome? A
majority in Purlinment always sottles that question,
and invariably in the snme way, Let the aggressor,
be be Lord Cuive or Rajeh Brooxe, set up any plen
he likes, ond that plea will stand good through all
issues. What we have dope in India, we have
commenced in Borneo, and wo have not seen the
end of the first footing made in that quarter yes. A
little bit of const at the Cape has been expanding
ever since we got hold of it, until we have mow
assumad the soversignty of a territory with a thousand
miles of barren frontier; and Sir Hanny Smrs
and Lord Grey are covetous of carrying it to the
Equator. In India we acquired a provinee, and
have since found it necessary, step by step, to con-
quer an empire for its security. Rajah Brooxe has
fought his way to a smull sovereignty in Borneo, and
as the first stop is all that costs anything in human

pri we shall gradoally find *justice and
nocessity” compelling us to take a part in pro-
viding & ring fence for his dominions, which
will always be uneafe st some point until it
embraces the whole cirenmference of the island.
‘We shall find out befors long, that the Dyaks
are pirates on lend as well os on sea, and
ehall require nothing more than Rajah Brooxs's
depositions to prove them such, We have added

ther heritage to our E patrimony, and the
next generation will witness in Borneo what the two
lnst hove seen completed in British India. And
overy act, from this first slavghter of the Dyaks to
the final consummation of our bloody career of
poliation and conquest, will be defended by i
and assumption of the enme kind as that which on
Thursday night induced the House of Commons to

tion the murd at the mouth of the
Serebas River.

Mr. Huse's motion for s commission to inguire
into the proceedings of Sir Jases Brooxe, on the
north-westarn const of Bornes, was supported by an
of evid that, if adduced against similar
acts on the part of any other government than our
own, would bave been pronounced conclusive and
irresistible, Tor, in poiut of fact, the Government
was the renlly responsible party in this affair. Sir
Jases Brooxe is Her Majesty’s Commissioner and
Consul-General to the Sultan nnd independent chiefs
of Borneo, and the slaughter of the Dyaks was
executed by the forces of the Royal Navy. Without
the complicity, if not the cognizance of some de-
T ¢ of the G no naval oflicer
would have the ibility of
such deeds, Bir Jawps Bnooxe was the ad-
viser, and the guthority under which this barba-
rous net was executad, but the shame and the guilt
rest equally on the (iovernment that edopted his
gnggestions and enforced his policy.  Sir Jaaus
Brooxe may be an able and 80 energetio max, but
that he is smbitious and unsorupulous—that his aim
hos been to noquire, nnd that hig intersst is to up.
held, dominion, his history in connoobien with the

duced that could implicate these unfortunate Dyaks
us pirates, Lord Parwensrow cited the depositions
of two masters of native vessels examined by Colonel
Burrenworts to prove that the Dyaks were hubitual
pirates. But peither of thesemasters, although con-
stantly trading on the coast, had ever been attacked, or
witnessed an attark. They both distinetly state, that
they have had no personal evidence of piracy—they
had only * bean told" that the Sukarran tribes were
addicted to piracy. And it was on mere rumour,
that ean be traced to no better foundation than
Rajeh Brooxe's cwn personal asseverations and
assumptions, that a DBritish naval force was
stationed at the mouth of the Savebas River, and in
conjunction with and under the instruetions of Sir
James Brooxe, liternlly swept, with caunon ghot, a
whole fleat of petty prahus loaded with Dyaks, out
of the water, murdering in eold blood, without chance
of escape, 1,600 or 2,000 of these defenceless wretches,
When o fow years ogo, the French troops in Algeria
surrounded a mountain in the caves of which the
defeated Kabyles Lad taken refuge, and after closing
every outlet, forced o continnous volume of thick
smoke through the recesses, suffocating the gallant
tof their ished foes, leaving not & man
alive, what loud-voieed filled the col
of the English presa in denuncintion of such cold-
blooded atrocity! Dot wae the barbarity less or
greater in. the oo of the Nemesis, securely dealing
out d o the ble Dyaks, who could
neither grepple with their murderous essailant,
nor eseape from the booming canunon shot that swept
them wilbout meny into the waves? The following
is a description of the most wailike of these native
Borneon tribes, the Kyans, from the pen of Mr. T.
Darrox, an English troder and traveller, who lived
for some time amongst thom, and waes most los-
pitably entertained for soveral months (—

“ What these people,” says he, " mostly dread is
* the musket; it is inconeceivablo what o sensation of
“ fony comes over the bravest of the Dynks when they
“have the ides o fewr muskets may possibly be
“Lrought ngainst them ; no inducement will prevail
“ on them, h to go it d; hence
“the Bugis, with a handful of men, act t.owgrda
“them as they think proper, making them deliver
“ gver, mot only the produce of the country for a
“trifling exchavge, but e certain  number of
“their childron yearly, whom they sell as slaves.
“Selge con bring at least twelve thousand
“fighting men, and the Bugis, with fifty muskets,
“ and o [i“aw boat. swivels, will not hesitate to meet
“them; the fact is, they no sconer hour the report
*of ngon, than they run deep into the jungle; if
'* they are in boats, they leap into the water, and after
2 Emm.ng the shore, never stop until they are out of
* hearing of the report, ‘The most sensible of the
“ Dyaks hove & superstitious iden of firoarms; each
“man, on hearing the report, famcies the bell is
“ maling direetly towards bimself, and he therefore
“yuns, never thinking bimself safe as long as hears
the explosion of gunpowder. Thus a man hearing
“tho roport of & swivel five miles off, will continue at
“ full speed with the same trepidation as at first.”

The very supposition of such a race eogaging in all
the desperate hazards of piracy, is too ridiculous to
be dealt with in serious terms. And yot, in the
British House of Comrnons, this modern Pizanno,
on a emall seale, has sound the most chivalrous
defence for atrocities that connot be paralleled by
any feat of Sponish butcheryr. And Bishops of the
Chureh of England can be fowund, in language that
sickens the soul, to extol as @ service to heavon
such awful barbarities. The B.ishop of Carcurra,
writing from the deck of the Semd.vamis war steamer
on the way from Sarawak to Singay'ore, thus pone
gyrises the peace which lias been puvehased by the
blood of these wretched savages. Iu ali'usion to this
feat of Rajoh Brooxs, he says, “ The yetce thus
“ gstablished, like that of the Roman empire* ot the
“ inoarnation of our Lord, prepares for the y ospel,
# yenders the diffusion of it practicable, and calls im-
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Rajahship of Sarawele sufficiently testifies. It may | * with engerness the [occasion to which wnotbing
serve the purpose of those who admire that sort of |

parallel has perfiaps ever ocourred.”
If Christianil ind no better precursors for its
isei es than ination and , WO

“ poratively on the Christinn church at home to seiz®

magnify him into the proportions of a hero. But|should prefor to koop its messengers nt home, than
whatever may be the inherent capabilities of such | to prepare a path for them by such pioneers.
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