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SIR J, BROOKE'S ACCOUNT OF THE
BORNEQ MISSION, AND HIS GOVERNMENT

. AT SARAWAK, 5
—p— :

A meeting of the Lambeth Aesociation of the Society for
the Propagation of the Gospel, took place last eveming, at
the boys’ school-room, Lambeth-green. It being announced
that Sir James Brooke, the Rajah of Sarawak, would be pre-
sent, thers was a crowded attendance. In the absence of the
Rev. C, B. Dalton, the rector, the chair was taken by Mr.
Rosseter, the rector’s churchwarden,

The Rev. T. F. Brooxs, honorary secretary of the Borneo
mission, gave a lecture on that mission, He commenced by
a description of the island, the interior of which, he ob-
served, wag still almost unknown. It had been loug noted

for its tribes of ferocious pirates ; but of those many were
now earuoestly seeking at our hands the word of God and
the knowledge of Christianity—a trausformation aimost
entirely due to the efforts of Sir James Brooke [cheers],
After narrating the circumstances under which Sir James’s
connection with the island commenced in 1838, and his elec-
tion to the sovereiguty as Rajab of Sarawak in 1839, the rev.

entleman described the position of the three races—Malays,

yuks, and Chinese—by whom the island was inhabited, and
the steps which had been taken by the Rajah to make law
respected among the natives. An effect of his wise mea-
sures had been to increase the population of Sarawsk from
1,200 to 10,000, while the entire population of the colony
had increzsed from 10,000 to 40,000 [Eear, heor). His influ-
ence was felt, not only in Sarawak, but all over that side of
the island, The religion of the Malays was Mohammedan ;
the Dgaks had very dim and shadowy notions of religion ;
they had no temple or priests, and no definite system of
worship beyond occasional sacrifices, They were s fine and
highly moral people, Their word was their law. The
Chinese inhabitants were followers of Confucius—idolators,
At the instance of Sir James Brooke the Borneo *Church
Mission had been formed, and they had been very happy in
their selection of Mr. M‘Douall asa missionary, who, having
received n medical educstion, wasable to attend to both the
bodily and spiritual wants of the natives. His con-
duct had been such as to excite the least possible pre-
judice, and he was reﬁarded with the strongest affection by
the people. Schools had been established ; in the Home
School there were twenty-five children ; in the day schools,
where the education was chiefly secular, the number was
muoh greater ; and recently a day school had been opened
expressly for the Chinese, at their earnest solicitation. A
Chureh, called St.Thomus’s, had been erected at Sarawak,
Mr. M'Douall having acted as srchitect, which accommo-
dated about 250 persons. Though the mission had only
existed four years, several couverts had been made; and
there was no doubt thet, ere long, whole tribes would em-
brace the Christian faith. Two missioparies, in addition to
Mr. M‘Douall, were now labouring thers, and a third would
shortly be added. The venerable Bishop of Calcutta had
made a voyage from Singapore to-Sarawak to consecrate the
new church and burial-ground ; but it was felt desirable to
nave a Bishop of Sarawak, as the place was at present sub-
ject to the jurisdiction of the Bishop of London,

Thanks having been voted to the reverend gentleman for
hig lecture, the chairman introduced

Sir JamEs BrookE, who was loudly cheered on rising, He
spoko as follows: That my heart is in the cause, I am sure
everybody knows; for I should not otherwice have been s0
long in Borneo. If I can give you any information more
than the reverend,gentleman has afforded—which I really
doubt—1I shall beMost happy to doso. Allow me to say
that I am here to-night because your worthy rector asked me
to come. I dislike public meetings, I am not accustomed
to them, aud am always afraid ot saying more than I ought
to do; for I always feel that I am led on, like very many
others on these occasions, to say more than modesty would
warrant, But what I can do on this occasion I will do, Let
us turn our attention, in the first place, to the object of the
mission, 1f Christianity is to be introduced at all, it must be
introduced in a Christian spirit |hear, hear], or we want it
not at all. If any particular church is introduced into
Gurawak—and the Church of England is the Church
in which I have been Dbred~—we olaim nothing for
it. If we claim toleration, that is as much as we
have s right to expeet amongst a heathen people, We
ask only that toleration which we give to others; we onl
hope to teach them by persuasion and by kind means. f
we fail we caunot help it. If we ask a bishop—surely, in the
Chureh of England, that is the very simplest matter of disei-
pline. You might as well talk of aregiment without a colonel
as clergy without a bishop [applause], These are but the ver;
simplest views of the question. These are the views which
have always held ; they are the views which I will always
recommend and act upon. And if to-day, in Sarawak, the
Christian religion becomes s religion of division and wn-
charitableness, 1 hope it mmny leave the country, It is a
subject always deeply to be cousidered, very deeply to be
borne in mind by all Christian people, how they approach a
Mahomedan or & Hindoo population. Itis not zeal for our
own religion that will convince, for an undue zeal may beget
an undue real in opposition to it [hear, hear]. There is
but ene way, and that way is the Christian way ; it
is only mild” persussion, and wmild_persussion alone, that
will convince this people [hear, hear]. Itis iuthe hands of
God whether is shall be to-morrow or a thousand yenrs hence
—that is not the business either of this assembly or of a
Christian people [hear, hear}. I will say, too—for I amn deeply
and personally intercsted in this question—that we must
watah the Cbristian community ; for the lessons of history
teach us that Christians iu a distant land do not alwsys pre-
gerve that unity and that Christian spirit which they ought
to do. And should thess things raise difficulties in our path,
remember that I have mentioned them, and remember_that
we need support from home to help ns threugh them. I wil
not dwell longeron this subject, for it is a very serious oné ;
but I will turn to the lecture which the rev, gentleman has

so admbably delivered, and shall be bappy if I can give any

farther information. In the first place, you must bear in
mind those distinctions of race in Borneo. They have bad
overnment ; the very bonds of society are loosened ; crime
is walking abroad ; rapine, piracy, oppression—every-
thing that you Thappily do not know ir Xngland
is there, You must always bear this in_mind when
speaking of the operations of this society, When I went
there I had no fixed plan—no deep design. I did not go and
say, ** I will do this or that.” X had no design at all ; it was
thrown in my way, and I followed the path before me, I
struggled with difficulty after dificulty ; I did not know what
to-morrow might briug forth ; but grdually light come
out of darkness [hear, henr]. That is all I can say, and that
is not eaying much for myself. We found certain laws and
enstoms existine, and, above all, a generous, high-minded
populstion, willing to be improved, How could we improve
them? They had many difficulties to contend with, and they
were constantly eoming to me as_their protector, tlmurgh, in
fact, they were my protectors. They had arms, and if I told
them that certain things were their rights, they would take
arms to defend those rights, That was the system by which
we attained Lo the very rudiments of justice. Then we
institused o court—a simple court—the simplest in the
world, The arrangement is this :—We all mest. There
is a round table. Every person of respectability, whe-
ther Lnglishman or native, sits down at that table.
The prisoner sits on & mat. The whole trial goes
on ; every person is atliberty to spesk, and the deci-
i gcorded at the time, All the proceed-
ings aré in the anguage, every native koows whas is
gomg forward, and they often take the deepest interest in
the cuses. You must never imagine that those natives are
at all inferior to us in mental capacity, though they lack
Europesn culture. In fact, their mind is_equal to the
European mind as far as we can judge. IfT wish them to
do a thing, they will oppose me and say, “ It is not proper
to do so according to our laws or customs,” and then we
debate the question. If I alter a law, or say that a law is
inapplicable, or ecruel, or too lenient, I call the people to-
gether in open court and explain to them why these laws
sppesar unsuitable to the state of society that has arisen. I
then tell the chiefs to call the people together in their own
towns and consult az to what are the best laws for the
country, and I will receive their determination. I say in
effect, ** Is it your wish that thet shall be the law by which
you yourselves are to be governed?’ Tt is, as far
a9 possible, a self-government of the people [hear, hear,
hear]. In my transactions with them I have always
found that they are = noble and a highly independent
people, aud the most generous people in the world,  As the
rev. gentleman has told you, they are highly trathful.
With the exception of the class attached to the court, which
is a vicious class, both the Malays and Dyaks, taking the
better olass—what you would call in this country the re-
spectable class—are most truthful and most generous, They
will bear no oppression ; they always wear a dagger by their
their side, and are a8 ready to use it as an Englishman to
use his fst ; and if they use it it is just in the same manner
a8 we use our fists, or the same manner in which a gentle-
man, = hundred years ago, would draw his sword, call on BiX
secouds, and they would turn to in the street—it might be
in Lambeth—and fight six to six, Such was the state of
English society & hundred years ago, and of French society
still more recently. These people will bear no insult. I saw
how ensily their native rajohs ruled them by acling on this
principle, without even possessing their confidence; and
that was a lesion to me which I have followed ever since.
Whenever a man is accused of any crime, though he may
not be of good character, whether he be high or low,
and even if he be accused of murder, he is neither confined
nor seized, noris an insult put upon his feelings in suy way. 1
will narrate to you a cireumstance whichoccurred within the
last two years. A man of 27 or 28 years of age, A maD of
respeetability, who was constantly about my houss and At
my table, and was well known to all our party, was guddenly d
accused of murder. I sent for himin the evening, and took
him into my own room, He had his weapon on ; he was
one of the chiefs. I said to him, * Rajab Lee, you are
accnsed of murder. You kunow the custom of the country;
you know I havea friendly feeling towards you; I am very
gorry, but you must be tried, and if found guilty you will be
put to death.” He said, ** Certainly, if I am found guilty I
willsnffer death. I will doyounoharm. Do you think I would
do you any harm, or the native chief (referring to one present) |
any harm 2 Isaid, *“ No, I don’t suppose you would, for
you sare friendly tome ; but J know that at this moment you
would if you felt inclined.” He said ¢ Why? I said,
“Yon have got your dagger on, and 1 am sitting
close to vou at the table” He instantly pulled
it out, pessed it nmcross the table to me, in the
sheath, and said—"You take that” [l(]:heera}. 1 re
fused to take it, saying he was a_man of such respectability
that I was sure he would submit to the'laws, I said, * Go’
away to-night, but come to the court at twelve o’olock the
day after to-morrow ; yeu must be tried for your life; and
remember, you will be put !:udeath'if you are found guilty.”
He said—** Giveme afair trial ; I wili be there.,” He came ;
he was in the court unarmed ; I am happy to add he was
acquitted [cheers]. The judges and the jury immediately
got up, and all shook hands with the prisoner, for we were
all very glad of it ; he wasa very good man, and I believe
he was perfeetly innocent. This will give you some :de_a.of
the state of the country, and of our pimpla mode of adminis-
tering justice, So it is througheut ; there is a degree of
simplicity in all the machinery of government, which.would

be very difficult to imagine in this country. All the procedd-
ings are condncted in the most simple form, Everything is

done in the Malay langusge ; there is very little writing ; but

I hope that good, substantial justice -is sdministered..
The courts are. composed of =& certain number of
Egglish gentlemen, mingled with & certain number of
patives, who form a judge and jury amongst them,
or rather the functionsof the two are combined, The conse-
quence is, that our institutions have gradually spread, though,
as you must be all aware, beyond the province of Sarawak
I have no power or jurisdiction; I am limited merely ‘to
offering advice to the different parties who may come to ask
it. There is always the element of piracy to guard againet,
though that I hope is at an end ; butstill there are & number
of Governmenta that would demoralise Sarawak if they had
power to do se, But they have no such power ; and the
cnly question is, whether we may not in future a.;])‘ply the
same development. that has been applied to Sarawak to the
other rivers along the coast [hear, hear],

Some other addresses followed. It wasannounced that
the Lambeth Association had collected nearly £100 for the
purposes of the society ; and at the close the thanks of the
meeting were voted to the Chairman, aad to Sir James
Brooke for his highly interesting communioation.




