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 EXTRAORDINARY CASE.—THE BLIND
Beggar and Eliza —.

Mahomet Abrahaim, the blind black beggarman, ang

liza;- the unfortunate young creature who was u fe
days ago fu_und in his company by one of the officers of
}]he B%endflcuir Assoclation, were brought up on wtdne?..

a or furtber H 5 o y &)
mjihe Mmsm'_hif::s;n-matwn before Alderman Hooper,

As might be expecied the justice-room and the ay,
to it were crowder:i, a.i{huug%l no public :mtic:l ehit]ezucs
given of the appoined time for resuming the ip u-mfl
The cople were examined separately. Quiry,

Mahomet Abrabam was first put to the bar, His 1.
bad been before he left the Compter combed ang bri[s I:r:
and his face and hands looked as if they hag beers'.ed’
mopped. His dow, which walked up stairs befypy h“'e“
took a turn amongst the crowd, but very soon s
out his master seemed determined not 1o Siray gy, ,'r]""'v'
the scent, which many of the spectators :em:eda} o
relish half so much. Dot 1

Mujor, the officer of the Mendicity Sog,
apprebhended Malbomet, having repeal':d nggmy.’- dwl"’
which be gave on the first examination, said th::-I ence
persons present who could further inform te ahl:were
ﬁpon the subject, and the female’s father way alsy :-:uﬁ';

ouse, I

George Foster, a policeman, said: I know Mah
these five or six years, and had him once in eyy
about two years ago, He had then in bis pusami.: o
or 33., which I saw him receive in Cheapside in g 4| i
time, I have seen Lim in the stresis begging withi ulrt
laj{lﬁve or six weeks. 0 the

derman Hooper: Was he led by anybody >—p,;
man : Merely bypa dog. ¥ anybody 2—Police.

Alderman Hooper : Is that the dog wh
him when you took him into custody ?—Mabliomet: \
no, your jordship; my old dog is dead. T huve this -do:
only a short time. Tbave been these eight yours heayiy -
and ever so many people have seen me. This dgr }:3 5
now to beg along with me. BoREE

Alderman Hooper: Mahomet, do you wish to sy
anything about this charge against you of beggin o
Mabomet : I told your lordsbip that I had been benq,'il
these eight years; and so I bave all through Lngdduh
eweryghe:e, and I have nothing else to live upon, I
must beg.

Alderman Hooper: How long have yor i
land ? Mahome{F:mUpwards of%jght Y);ﬂ:s.been ity

Alderman Hooper: And what were you before you
came to England 2 ‘Mabomet: I was 2 sailor, and |
came from Calcutia,fnd got cold in my eyes, one of
which is stoneblind. I bave a glimmer of light fith my
left eye, but 1 cannot see anything at all. God belp me

Alderman Hooper: How long bave you been ac-:
quainted with Eliza 2 Mahomet : Nine months,

Alderman Hooper: And how did your knowledge of
her begin 2

Makomet said, as well as our reporter could catch hiy
words, which very few seemed to be able 1o comprehend
‘* I went out one night to buy some victnals for my l\ggf
It was late, and I called out to the people Lieard passing
by, * Where caw 1 get any dog's meat.” At Jast Eliza
heard me, and she came and took me to a cal's meat
shop, where 1 got what I wanted, and [ asked her 1o
come home and take a cup of tea with me, aod T would
try and make her comfortable. So she agreed to come
bome with me, and we had our tea, and then she said, us
it was a quarter to eleven o’clock, she was shut out, and
she did not know where to go.”’

Alderman Hooper: Where did you live at that time?
Mabomet: In George-yard. 1 told her whenever she
was shut gut to come to me, and she should have what
she wanted,

Alderman Hooper: And she has lived with you ever
since? Mabomet: Shehas; but she never went begging
with me. T never hegged with anybody but my dog.

Mr. Coleman, of the office of the Registrar General o
SHesmen, said, inhanswer ‘;Sah uestion fi%m ﬂ&.l%e;mnn

ooper, that by the 7th and 8l Vie., cap. 12, the defend-
aot I:!Bull], as Y& be sent back to India, at the
expense of the owners, by the Lords of the Admiralty,

Mahomet shook his head, and in other ways expressed
his unwillingness to be disposed of in such a manner,

Alderman Hooper (to Mahomet): You are a well
known beggar about London, and yon are perfectly aware
that in begging you have acted illegally. I shall remand
you for a week, in order to make arrangements for send-
ing you back to your own country, which I consider is a
much better way of gettin% rid of you thaa by dealing
with you as we deal with other beggars. T shall comau-
nicate with the proper authorities upon the subject.

Mahomet was then taken from the bar, and Eliza was
immediately afterwarcs put in his place ; she appeared 1c
be quite at her ease, but did not act with levity.

Mujor (the Mendicity officer) having repeated the
evidence given by him on the previous occasion, Alder-
man Hooper in the following manner questioned, and
received very prompt answers from her.

Alderman Hooper: How long have you known Maho-
met Abraham ? Eliza: Nearly ten months, I methim
at the house of 2 person whose name I do not know in
George-yard, where he lodged before we went to our
present Jodgings, ) .

Alderman Hooper: How did your acquaintance with
such a person commence? KEliza: He spoke 1 me
first, and asked wme'to have a cup of tea with him. 1
consented. N

Alderman Hooper : What then? Eliza : Why, then,
he would not let we go away, .

Alderman Hooper: And did you not wish to leare

him? Eliza: No.
Alderman Hooper: What! unot go from a perfect
stranger to you! and such a stranger? Why dil you
Ieave your father’s bouse? Eliza: I could net ear 10
be confined to my own room, and it was thought proyer
to confine me Lo that room, because I suid something
which was not considered proper in the preseuce uf
children. i

Alderman Hooper: Was there not some tzan mlmi
up with your objection to remain at your own howe:
Eliza: ) knew several men. A 3
Alderman Hooper: I mean a married gentleman:
Eliza: There was one; but the moment 1 fo‘i"'] that be
was married I dropped his acquaintance. Whea I first
became acquainted with him I bad no idea that he was &
married man. I first saw bim from my window, and
meant to introduce bim to foy motber; but finding (e
lie had a wife already, there was no further ncquau_:wgﬂtf-
1 had been st a milliner’s establishment, but sbe taile.
Alderman Hooper : Do you know that yoa have bﬁl?lﬂ-
violating the law in going about with this heggz:f 3 0
say nothing at all about the disgrace with whicu e
cover yourself and your family by so dreadful a course
life ? "Eliza: It was, I assure your lordship, the .lrlbt
time I had ever been with him in the streets. 1 merely
went to put him over the ocrossing. 1 shall not do<0
again, I declare to you. i sl
Alderman Hooper : T have been given w:;ugiers.s:l_
by your relations aud friends that they are williog. ® i
withstanding all that has occurred, to act for your benelt
and save you from the chance of snch frightinl a_ssucs:E
tions, and I wish to know from you whetber }Uiu :m
willing to go abroad 2 Eliza: Most certainly ! A
willing to go. I wish to go abroad as soon as posstt!
the sooner the better, oate
Alderman Hooper : Very well, I sball an.]_mulmﬂm
with those who have it in their power apd inchinatlon |
send vou away from this scene of your disgrace; &
shall consign you to the care of proper personsiora
in which time I dare say preparations will be made
your departure. .

The wretched girl then walked away from the bar. 3¢
the justice-room was immediately empty,
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