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LITERATURE.

A Vst to the Indian Archipalago in her Majes%:: Ship
Meander. By Captain the Hon, H, KRPPEIL, N. 2
vols. Bentley.

The names of the Mmander, and of her gallant
commander, Captain Keppel, are tolerably familiar
to a1l whe have interested themselves in the affairs
of Sir James Brooke and his raj of Sarawak. It
avas in the Meeander ho set sail to take legalised pos-
session of his territory, and it was with her assistance
that some of his forays againsy the Dyaks were
achieved. The captain, overtaken by that cacoethes
from which in these timps of , bookmpking, . even,
sailors are not exempf, has here set forth In two'
reasonably large volumes his impressions of the
Indian Archipelago in general, and his opinion’ of
the conduct of Rajah Brookein partioular, the greator

ortiom of the first volume beinjy taken up with a vin-

ication of the slaughter of the yaks, wx'threfarenqem
to & copious appendix of doonmentary evidence. But
this, question Eis already: been. discussed. and de-
cided upon in parliament. The Rajah’ hias been

swhitewashed by the verdiot of the collective wisdom,
and the poor Dyaks must rest in their unhonoured

aves with the opprotrium of pitacy still cling-
ing to their memories. It is a very nful
aub’ieot. We shall only say, that Captain Kep-
pels case_for the defence,—as. spread over these
wolimés,~leaves -our minds ‘still unsatisfied as"to,
¢he necessity of such extreme measures as were re-
gorted to by the Rajah. Emergency may have called
for them, circumstances may have justified their ts2;
but after all, it is a humiliating reflection that the
colonising career of the miﬁiest and most civilised
nation in the world shonld be thus eternally stained
by the bloed of the naked.: aborigines of. conguered:
torritories, and that the blessings of civilisation and
the light of Christianity should -still, even ‘in this
great nineteenth century, be dispensed from the
points of boarding pikes and the ortholes of men
of war. A short extract from the first volume shows
that to make out a case against the Dyaks, our
author finds it necessin&ylto mix hthem up crg,lth!;rbm-

niously with the Masalays, whose tical habita,
g:mfnds?;r ‘been decfigd. - At' page anslfgcsaysé—r'{ﬁ

The Dyaks of the Serebas country comprise of them- |
galves numerous communities, numbering several thousand
warriors. While their warlike operations were confinzd to
¢he . intertribal fouds so common among savages, their
wespons were the spear smnd the sword — formidable
enough in Dyak hands. “They adopted, Wowever, ofhor
arms, sccording as they became mized up with the opera- |:
tions of the Malays, in the manner in which I shall pre-
sently explain ; but they always were, and atill ave, & dis-
tinct people. ;

Such being the stateof things in the Screbas country,
tho Dyaks, about eighty or even one_hundred years nago,
were gradually trained to piracy by tho Malays, com-|
menging their npprenticeship 2a pullers in the alayan.
prahys, in which serviey they: were, rhwsrded) With the
heads of the slain {for which they had a peculiar .faste),
and they received nlso such captives as were uselees to the

Malays for slavery. - : . o A

In the course of time these Dyaks became ekpeitisdil: |-
men ; they built a description of prabu, or bangkong, pe-|-
culigrly suited to their ateaithy and rapid movements ;{'
and, together with the Malays, formed the flests composed |-
of one hundred or more prahus, which swept the seas, and
dq{ramted the shores of Borneo over & distamce of 800
miles, e

Thus the character of piracy was altered, and rendered
more bloody, by the infusion of this Dyak element. I
thereforo wish my readers distinctly to keep in view that
the pirates who are the sabjects of this chapter are.ths
Malays and Dyaks of Serebas; that it was against these
Malaye and Dyaks, conjointly, that I had to act 1n the years
1843 and 1844, and against whom Captain Farguhar was
engaged in 1849. . o

Further on we have a description, marked.cbys
sailgr-like brevity, of a fight ‘with ~prahus, whick to
ungrof‘essional judgment must appear o have been|
little better than a massacre; and in the second
volume, an attempt, resting on rather doubtfal testi- |
mony, to add canumibalism to the catalogue of
Dyak enormities. The subject seems uncou?en_ial to
the ‘gallant coptain, who writes but tamely whilst
upon the Bornean waters, whereas when he lautiches
out fairly into the_Arxchipelago, his descriptions are
well written, graphic, and interesting. At the Island
of Lombok he found a new variety of the Suttee. Al
gusti, or chief, having died, his favourite and nost
_beautifal wife determined upon bearing him.company |
the Malay Paradise, Here is the modug’ ope-
randi : =T ETTIT R A

‘Women brought out the wife of the gusti with her arma |
crossed. She was clothed with a piece of white' linen
only. Her hair was srowned with flowers of the Chrysan-|
- themum Indicom. She was quiet, and betrayed 'neither
fear nor tegret. She. placed  herself standing -hefore the
. body-of her husband; raised Rer arms ok high, and madé &}
prayer in silence. Womsn approached her, and presented
to her small bouquets of kembang spatu,. and .other
#lowers. She took them one by one, and placed them be«|.
tween the fingers of her hands, raised above her head. On

this the women took them away and dried them, “"On re-
ceiving and giviog back each bouquet, the wife of the
gusti turned a little to the right, o that when. he had re-
ceived the whole, she Tiad turued quite ronnd, She prayed |
2now in silence, went to the corpse of her husband, kissed
it on the head, the breast, below the navel, the knees, the
feet, and returned to her place. They took off her rings.
She crossed her arms on her breast. "T'wo women took her
by the arms. Her brother (this timo a brothey b adop-
tion} placed himself bofore her, snd asked her w_it{ & s0ft

[ - Sy

' being obliged tokill her. At
L]

,her,-and buried his kris to-the hilt in the breastof- the un-f

.ceremonies that ha;

voice if she was determined to die, and when she gavea
signof assent with.her head, he asked her forgivenees for

ouce he seized hiz kris, and
stabbed her on the left side of the breast, but wot. desply,
0 that she remained standing. He. then threw his kns
down, and ran off. A man of considoration ppproached

fortunate goman, who sunk dowa -at ence, without utter-}
ing a ery. The women placed her on a mat, and sought by
zo'ling and pressure to oause the blood to flow s quickly
as possible, The victim being not yet dead, she was stabbed
again with a kris_between the shoulders. They then laid
her on the second Slatj‘urm, near her husband. The same
taken place for him, now began for
the wife. -When all was ended, both bodies‘'wers covered
with resin ' and cosmetic atuffs, enveloped in white iinen,
and placed in the small side-houss on the platforma, There
they ;emain until the time is come when they are burned
together. . . . P o 4
Arrived at Port Essington in Australis, Captain
Keppel finds the natives entitled to.a much highert:
renk in the hugan family than is generail conceded
to them. " ‘Thus be takes issue with ‘“'The’ matut
1.‘”: i . % ..'4\,:..-
Itvhas been the fashion with naturalists, and writers who
copy their matter from their predecessors, without ! taking
the trouble either to inquire into the sabject,’ or t6 judge.
for themselves bg’ sctual cxemioation, to place the’ Austrd-
liun very low indeed in the scale of oreation. If they do
condescend to admit himinto the human race, still ithey
evidently show some compunetion at ellowing_ him -to talte
his place over the head of the intelligent’ monkey, or.gﬁ
sage-looking chimphnzee. A greater inistake than thi¥'hap
never beenmpde. The nativa of Northern Australia is i~
telligent and apt. His intelligence: is manifested both:in
the daily concern of life,and in the scquisition of languages.:
Alany of the natives speak two orthree dialects; and some;
in sddition, speak English avd Malay fluently, :They are
apf 'aqgﬁ%};i_n learning evefything t may, prove'ugeful,—
em have gone away to Sydney, Java,and Macos-

some of t
gar; gn bosrd Furopean ships; and ¢ good-geamen;-
and-on their retorn'have given intelligent gecounte of what

thoy had seen. They have been employed about the sot-
tlejentin a variety of ways, and haye 'shown no want of
quickness in doing What “was required of them., ‘When
riding through the jungle on s shooting excursion, I gave
myﬁgun to a naked savage to carry : 1 was rather astonished
at his addressing mbo in very good Engljsh, with, ¢ Should’
an‘opportunity offer, sir, T shall fire " "Thi¢ man- was fre-
quéntly with me afterwards. One. day he said to me, * If
yois English could thrash Bonaparte whenever you fikaﬂ,
awhy -:;d ‘you put him o an iland, and starve .him to
enth 2" - ) . )
They give, it appears, their old men some privi-
leges, in the exercise of which they come off prefty
much as our own old men do under similar circum-
gtancea; ; e B oadL R
Que of tho greatest privileges of old men, #nd one of
which they always avail themselves; is that of betrothing
to themselves girls when very young) and ‘marcyisg them
«rhen they atrive at moture age. A man of filty years 6f
aje beoomes betrothed to a girl of geven or eight, and
marries her when she is about eleven. " The consequences
ave much the same as might be expected in any society:
the young lady is besieged by less fortunate-and more suit-
able admirers, On the other hand, 'the old gentleraan has
his eyes wide open, and jealousy keeps him constantly on
¢the watch. Hence it not uncommonly happens that the
youthful couple are surprised by the- barbed- point of an
ufjly'spear, ‘passing. vidlently through -sdme 'fleshy pirt of
thoir .auble frames, The wounds, however diaagreeuble;
%ol v va' vapidly than those inflicted by Cupid's darts:
-youag peopie will be' youn§ people to the end - of the chap-
tor;—they flirt on; the old max, in_his fits of jealousy,
maims snd sometimes kills, but is at length dostroyed him-
self by the cares and anxieties of watchiug his juvenile
spouse, Beauties are frequently carried off by force, often
ahange lords and masters, and give rise to many quarrels,—
if #hort, are'much the aame as-1 more oivillse 'otates,
The natives, he snys, are well made, and tolerebly
long-lived, but the population is kept down by the
hortible practice of infanticide. - Searcity of food is
their palliation, but the place only wants & few of the
arts of civilisation to moke abundance. That the
bustiman' of Australia hes all the intelligence of &
praotised buntor. will be seen by this our Jast extract :
. It is vory interestiog to eee. & mative kangirociog. = All
hie energies, instinct, and cunning, oro brought into play.
W hen he comos to & place likely to contain game, he Le-
;comes watehful and exoited, his eyes roll about, his eara
‘appear to stand out, his Qody .erect, apd as, steady as
intatue. Aftor a while he "movas, ; higistepnd and
cautious. When he seen e k,ghgq_tﬁhn;he_ 3 rivette
tho spot; not & movement:dl* sither body pr |limb]
cornible. The uniuitiated ohuervet at yshorydistano )
in vain for the cause of M-‘iﬁﬁﬁﬁei,‘%" _ ﬁi'dﬁ hip
eyes for some time ho Bt lerigth porscived'-the ‘head of &
kangaroo peeping over the long grass.in the .dmctmn_of
he two animals watoh each other for & varie-

the native.
ble period, until the kangarco, which has ersuaded Etla‘lf
that the motionless objeot before it is 1ike e —Hiforows, hxe

gone down again on oll fours, to dig » root orpley with its
young. The dark object then moves with measared pace
towards. his viotim, which _gpgq-_;aku_muthnupgp:m.aggg
o)) is right.  The native sgaip assunjes” bis “Bxed attitude;
if this way he keops advancing with moat- ‘ektraordirary
‘oire and patience, sometimes for nearly an. hour, wntil
within range of his gamte; then the fatal spear s placed ig
tho throw-stick, by a sort of msgio, .for no' apparent ma-
pn accorapanies the operation; the’ wt;%pan 1B poised—
exd sent ‘with unmin%llim and -futal pffoct, The nstive
od natives now, with bideous yells,  pursue the wounded
i :ﬁimnl. which of coirse does all in its power to.esoape, but
is’soon obliged by pain or loss of biood to geagp running; it
“tlien takea up a position with ita back *o a ttee or xock, do-
tekmined to defend itself or ifa progeny ; but a few well
dfreated. spears from & short distance soon flocide the con:
test. Poorkamgaroo dies, is tarried away in triumph, and
'-hgm@dﬁqu_ e ° e EE R & T W RO
ltThe remainder of the volume is filléd with interest-
ing particulars respeoting the .Australinn continent,

all, tending to prove, that even apart from' its gold
Jﬂéflsé; i, 1 tho. n
wirld. ©

o. finest, field for_ emjgration ia fthe
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