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KEPPEL'S VISIT TO THE INDIAN ARCHIPELAGO.*

Captain Keppel enriches our store of voyages and tra.
vels with two delightful volumes.. A thorough sailor, he
is also a man of varied acoomplishments, and of poetic
taste. His book embraces a large sweep of sea—a large
extent of ground. He gives us, perhaps, the very best
acoount of Labuan, and earnestly defends the ruler of
Sarawak. The voyager, leaving the const of New Guinea,
reaches New Ireland. Truly, there does nof seem to us
much in common with the New and the Old: but let the

reader judge:—

We were vigited along the whole Jength of the const by o con-
stant suceession of canoes, with natives very similar to those of
the Feejee islands, Although they came alongside, none of
them gould be induoed te come on beard. They had a vast
quanifty of hair, frizzed out, and coloured white, black, or red.
A men, having hishair carefully divided down the middie;would

present one side covered with a jet-black mixture, while the
other half would be of a bright red, or %erha.ps wi;tte. The
men, five or six in number, belonging o the same canos, were
generally coloured uniformly, Suppose a canoc with a black
¢erew to have paddled up to one side of the ship, presently, while
your attention was occupied elsewhore, they would round
%o the other side; but, lo! now the crew wero white, It is not
easy to believe that black is white, yet here it was so: one and
the same erew wers black on the port and white on the star-
board side, Others with their hair cai short, and covered over
with some dirty thiok glucy substasce, would painéa white r¥ing
round the head just above the eyes and ears, with a line under
the ohin, It was difficult to believe that tho head was nof con-
fined in a ologe-fitting skull-cap, The symmetry of their shape
wns in no way hidden by clothes, as paint was the only cover-
ing they coudescended fo woar. One ad all were clamorous
for barter: empty bottles, butfons, and bits of iron hoop, were
most in demsnd, Clothes, or the material for making them,
were treated with gromt contempt. Thelr onnocs were carved
out of one tree, and generally from thirty to fifty feet in length :
they have outriggers, to give them stability, which were very
inconvenient for coming aiongside. Wo were puesled at one
time to make out tho use of a curiously-forred piece of wood,
shout four feet long and in shape very like a whale boat, but
sslid: from a hels in the centee descended a strong gord of
twisted rattan, forming a running noose, like a hangman’s knot,
The mystery was solved shortly after, As Iwas leaning out of
the oabin windows, when there was just sufficient wind to give
the ship stesrago-way, I observed a ghark swimming lpisurely
along some twenty fathoms below the surface. The natives,
from their eanoes, observed tho monster about the same time,
Jn & fow minutes, seversl of these oddly-shaped buoys were
dropped into the watcr. Somo of our peopla fancy they saw
them spriukle a powder in a sort of magie oirele round the
buoys; I did nob observe them use any bait; what charm they
used, if any, we did not ascertain; but certain it is that the
ghark shortly after rose, and was fool enough to shove his hoad
into the fatal noose, when he was as completely hanged in his
own clement as ever rogue was from the gallows-tree, The
busyancy of the float prevented his diving withit. Having
flourished his tail about for twenty minutes, howas drawn up by
his head on & leve:i with the water, and.thore belaboured vwith
the heavy ond of their paddles until he seemed satisfied thav
further resistance was uscless; they then tambled him bodily
into the eanoe, and hurried on shore amidst the yelling of the
whole flotilla; where, no doubt, he wnderwent thefurther pro-
cess of dissection, : -

There can be no doubt that the parties visited were
eannibals; but then when they kill an enemy they only
eat “ the palm of his hand, or some such dainty bit.”

_Having pulled along the beach to the northward for a short
distance, outside the harbour, wo landed opposite to some fish-
ing huts; and, striking into the forest, followed 2 jungle-path
for about a mile : this brought us to a collection of perhaps twe
hundred huts; they scarcely, however, dessrved that riame, each
dwelling being nothing more than a cirenlar hole, three feet
deep, over which a thatch was thrown, and into which we were
obliged to ereep on nll fours. The women were certainly not
ghy; both sexes were “dressed” alike in & small apron made
from the bark of a tree, Furniture they had none, and little
to tempt us to prolong our visit; while myriads of ravonous
mos3uitos made the usual attack on the pale-skins. Not seeing
mg]ga.rdens, and knowing the natives to have supplied the ship
well with vegetables, we made them to understand our euriosity
on-the subject: they explained that their eultivated ground was
forther off, und offered to show us the way. They led us by a
pleasant walk threngh the jungle; wo met on our way several
detachod parties of men, women, and children, carrying ou their
heads to the villago the daily supply of vegetables, consisting of
tapa, yams, cassava roof, and plantaing, Half an hour brought
us to the banks of a broad and rapid stream, tumbling and roar-
ing over rocks and large stones. ~ The water through which we
had to wade was about three feet deep. On the opposite side
were thg gardens, We were astonished, not enly at the neat-
ness and pretty appearance of the greund, but at the order that
provailed where no cne sppeared to rals, Each scotion of the
willage seemed to havao its allotted portion. Parties arrived, cut
and carried thair vegetables away in perfeol quiet, Qur party
roamed about in twos and threes, whilo the savages were in tens
and twenties: bhis, however, was scarcely pradent, as they
might, had they been in the humour, have easily dispesed of the
white men. All accounts deseribe the natives about Carteret
harbour as not only grasping aud avarieious, but freacherous
and cunning cannibals, One man, who spoke a little Boglish,
denied to mo that they ever ate men: he, however, admitted
that when they killed an enemy they occasionally eat the palm
of his hond, or soms such dainty bit. We got away from these
dreadful charasters without baving beon molested in any way ;
altheugh on the afterncon ({)ruvious to our visit to tho villags
one of the officers had found ib neocssary to protect himself from

robbery in 2 summary manner. - He had beon shooting, bus had

discharged his gun juss before getting into a canoce with twe
natives, who offered to convey him on board. Axn sttempt was
e by them to take furci{sla possession of his wateh; but,
being a very powerful young man, he threw one of the savages
into the water, and, standing over the other prepaved to break:
his Kead with the butt-end of his gun, compelled him to paddle
alongside, ; :

The legal decisions of the courts of Sarawak are re-
markably interesting. We prefer, however, the descrip-
tion of a marringe ceremony : :

The bride was a nicce of my cld aequaintance Mina, the Datu
Patingue’s wifo; the bridegroom was young Kassnn, who was
residin: with the Datu Bandar, The event created, from the
rank of the parties, 8 greab sensation at Sarawak, Tor a whole

toonth previous to the actual ceremony, firing of caunon and |

display of flags, feasting and merry-making, had been poing on
at the houses of the respective purents, 'The ceremony took
place at Mina's new residence, A large square space was fitted
up in one corner of the room, and handsomely deaorated: here
were placed the bridal couches, the two last eovered with hand-
some mats; and at the head of each there was a pile of pillows
which nearly reached to the ceiling. The couches were sur-
rounded by one or $wo sets of curtains, ready to be let down at
pleasure; and the sproes between th2 laster and the ocouchos
were decorated in gorgeous style, with cloth of gold, arfificial
Bowers, and numerous other ornaments, Chairs (an w.sightly
innovation) were placed in the eengre of the yvom for the
Furopeans, on which we had to wait a considerable timo.
Gradaally the room began to fill with the ladies of Sarawak and
sheir children. They seated thervselves in their morg priuitive
yosture, all squatting on th flvor, while the mon collected out-
side. In one corner we obscrved the bride seated on au orna-
mental mattress, and surrounded by o orowd of women, who
were busy dressing and decorating the poor girl; she drooped
her hend and affected to be, or I dare say she was, very ner-
vous, but did not sey a word. However, the head-dress, co-
vered ol over with gold flowers and ornaments, having been
completed to the satisfaction of the eldexly ladies, she was led
to the bridal couoh, where she was sested. The men sit eross-
legged; the posture of the women is more graseful, both feet
being inclincd on one side, and bent back. We noticed that

each young lady closely scrutinised the bride, and pretended to |-

detect something in the dress that required & fnishivg pinoh:
some fanned hex, and all looked o lithle euvisus, Her dress
was very handsome, and in good faste: the baju (Jncket) was of
shot silk, embroidered with gqld, and was ot native manefao-
tare; the saluar (frowsers) of rich siik; one sarong, likewise
of silk, was testened round the waisb by & gold belt, m:dreaqhed
10 the ancles: while a ]-i%hter one was worn over the right
shoulder and across the breast: her srms were loaded with
massive grold bracelets, and she wore on her Ieft hand & profu-
sion of rings; & handkcrehief was hold in her right hand, as is
considered indispensible by Malays of rank, The young bride
had a narrow cscape of being very pretty; the upper part of
her face really was 80, but the lower jaw was o little too squaro
and prowinent. From the number in $ho room, we had an
portunity of forming an opinion.as to the looks of
women, which were decidedly pleasing: a few of the £)
particularly sa, Thosc of our party who ‘had been living long
enough o have got over their English prajudices, pointed out
two or three whom they declared to be downright handsome.
The wonien of the lower glasses have, however, 5o much house-
hold drudgery to perform, that their goed leoks scon wear ows.
Fhe men, although small, are streng-limbed and well-propor-
tioned ; but their teatures are hard and ugly, Our bride hav-
ing been kept in proper suspense for some time, she approash
of the bridegroom, who had been fitting ont at his relation’s
{the Bandar’s), was announced. Kasean, having landed from
his barge (a new Siamese boat, lent for the occasion by the
Rujah), was borne by four men on a kind of chair to thé door
of the room, preceded by men carrying ornaments of artifieial
flowers, On his alighting here, some Hadjis (men who. have
made a pilgrimage to Meoen) uttersd a prayer, which was three
times vosponded to by the whole assemblags.  After this - Kas-
san strack the threshold of the room with his foot three $imes
and then walking up to the bridal couch between two men. he
gently touched his wife over the head with a wand, and 1)1=iue(i
his right foot in her lap, and then retreating o couple of paces
he sat down on the adjoining couch. Kassan was dressed, as
well as his bride, in cloth-of gold, He wore silk trowsers, and
ovor them a savong, short, Jike a kilt; onother sarong, crossing
over lis rizht shoulder and under the left arm, und a crovwn of
gold flowers en his head, completed his costume. As this was
all tho coremony we were allowed to see, we feft-the room, in
which I understond the wedded pair have to remain shut up
for seven days. ) .
The ceremeny of suttee obtaims, and Captain Keppel
deseribes a selt-sacrifice of the kind entered wpon: and
suffered with terrible composure by the devoted victim,

vuly the ©family of man” numbers some strange |

members !

_* A Visit to the Indian .glvhill}elago, in H, M. ship Mwander.
With ‘portious cf the Private Journal Broo}
K.C:B..- By Captain the Honourable Henry Xeppel, R.N. lz:!:th
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