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MALACCA AND THE MALAYS.

Mulacen has about 30,000 inhabitants—a mixture of Por-
tuguese, Dutch, English, Malays, and Chinese. Of the threa
European races, the Portuguese are the most numerous.
They sre chiefly descendants of the old conquerors. Their
forefathers were the followers and brothers-in-arms of Vasco
de Gama and Albuguerque. They are now an vgly azd de-
graded race, inferior to the pure Malays, with whow they
have long since allied themselves, In company with a mis-
siovary, Dr. Yvan went to visit a hamlet far in the jungle, in
the direction of Mount Ophir, inhabited by these half-breeds.
After five hours' ride through rice-fields, jungle, and vast
tracts covered with palms, they reached the foot of the litile
rising ground upon which the village stood. No trace of
cultivation, no cheerful sounds, not even n wreath of smoke,
aunounced its proximity. The paths leadivg to it resembled
the tracts of wild beasts rather than roads used by men. The
so-culled village was & oollection of rninous batr, acound
which the women were squatted, chewing hetel and nursing
sickly iufants. DMost of the men were absent: those who
remuined were stretched at length upon the ground, smoking
large maize-leaf sigarittos. They were all of small slature
and puoy frame, and neked, or u 80. Their language
was a mixture of Portuguese and A y- The missionary
dismounted and questioned them. They displayed an utter
lack of intelligence, knew vothing of their origin, and had
no names except those derived (as amongst the North Ame.-
rican Indirus) from particular qualities or defects. Thus,
one wag called the One-eyed, anotber the Strong, aud so on.
They knew not what marriage or baptism meant, and they
had no account of time. Thesa were the descendants of the
victorious Portuguese. In the course of 4 very short time—
perhaps of little more than a century—~they bad lost or for-
gotten everything-—religion, morality, language ; even tradi-
tion, often the consolaton of degenerate races. Itwas frightful
to behold the children of civilised and Christian men thas
reduced lower thar the untaught savage. The Portu-
guese of the eity, if not equally degraded, were in miser-
able plight enough. As the doctor and the misgsionery
rode into Malaces, the latter was nccosted By a young
man, whose garb and fentures betrayed his origin, and
who drew him aside and spoke to him iu a low voice.
The priest, without replying, furtively slipped his band into
his pocket, aud held it out to his interlocutor, as in sign of
friendship. Rapidly and adroitly as this was done, Dr. Yvan
comprehended that the stout healthy young man had re-
ceived an alms, and he asked hig companion if he eould nos
work iustead of thns hamiliating himself, * He eonuld, cer-
tainly,” was the reply; “ bat his dignity would not allow him.
He is a gentleman of the place. His purents were formerly
merchants, but have not a dollar of their foriune left, And
solittle is required to live in this country, that it is quite as
easy to beg as to work. With the exception of a few
famiilies, all the Partuguese live from hand to mouth, withous
certain resource for the morrow.” The Dately, less nume-
rous than the Portuguese, have not allowed themselves to
sink so low. Most of thew are traders, and purchase the
produce of the country from Malay agriculiurists. At the
ouse of one of them Dr. Yvan saw & dismond from Mount
Ophir, as Inrge as a verylarge filbert. This stone appeared
to hiave been rolled in the bed of a torrent; the surfuce was
worn, like ground glass, and it was Qifficult to recognise a
precious gem in this pebble of a milky v TLle owner
bad purchased it, for a very saiull sunm, of &) from the
interior of the country, and he had great expectations of
profit from its sale. I confess, that the more I examined
this rough dinmond, the less I was inclined to credit the
fabulous value set upon it; snd when the worthy Dutchmen
calenlaied, in my preseuce, the gain he was to derive from
his treasure, he reminded me of an alchemist and his
orucible.—drticle : Siz Months with the HMalays.




