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SIR JAMES BROOKE AND THE DYAKS.

The Rev. Whalter. Chambers, writes to the Editor of
the Times, from Sarawak, under date of April 8th, 1853,
the following conclusive auswer to the long disputed
question of pirates or yo pirates :—

] am a missionary of the Society for the Propaga-
ticn of the Gospel. 1 came out hither two years ago.
The objects for which I wus sent were, of course, simply
moral and spiritual, Mpy. intercourse, however, wit
the natives, and the publicity of all the proceedings of
the Rajah’s government, necessarily ghve me some
knowledge of Sarawak politics, past and present. In
conversation with the Europeans of the place these were
canvassed with the freedom with which I had heard
them in England and during the passage out. From wy
remarks and guestions it seems that 1 wus here judged
to be prejudiced against Sir James Brooke’'s acts and
policy...... Six roonths after my arrival I weat to live
at Sakarran. It was rather a curious coincidence that
while proceeding thither, 1 received the mail con-
taining a report of the motion of Mr. Hume in reference
to the attack on the people of the Sakarran and Sarebas
rivers, and the comments of 2 portion of the press; for
the conseguence was, that while I held in my handa
denial of their piratical cheracter they themselyes were
telling me of their piratical exploits—e.g., 8 Malsy
Abang was talking of having headed 8,000 (?) Dyaks out
at sea—he bent on plunder, they on heads.

% [n order to qualify myself for tay object by a know-
ledge of the langrage, habits, and modes of thinking ef
the Dyaks, [ mixed freely witk them, until events oc-
curred to make me conscious that I could no longer do
sn without a risk not warranted by the circumstances,
Though this intercourse made me aware of many good
qualities in them—of many things from which I antici-
pate the attainment eventually of the design of this
mission of the Church~and also made me consider
many of them iu the light of pezsonal friends—it has
produced a foli conviction slike of their inordinate
passion for heads, aud of their commission of piratical
acts in the gratification of it. Of this, the gkulls hang-
ing i their honses—the property they possessed (e.g-,
diamond rings cut off the fingers of Nakhodas, whase
boats they had met at nea)—their slaves, captured from
every part of this h?oaat. from Mato to Pontianak—-all
were 50 many visible witnesses.

It iulleggd thatwhenthe Sarebas and Sakerran Dyaks
went out on these ses expeditions, they did so merely
for the purpose of attacking their enemies. 1 cav now
confidently affirm my belief that when out at ses they
indiscriminately attacked any vessel which they could
approach, and indiscriminately made descents upon
any coast gu which they trusted to find an easy prey...
The following account wes given me by a respectable
woman. It is here a& I wrote it down within the hour
afterwards :—' Sizteen years ago I was living at Pulo
Jambuy, an Islaud situated on & branch of the Batang
Kapuas, & day’s journey above the Dutch settlement of
Pontianak, One morning, at daybreak, we were at-
tacked by 20 beats filled with Sarebas Dysks, They
had Malay steersmen. We were in all 20 houses—
Malays., Most of our men were away. Theysetfire to
all the houses. Some of the people escaped by flight,
10 men were killed, and their heads taken, but I, toge-
ther with fifty other women, was carried away to Sare-
bas. After living there seven menths I was sold, &e.
We had had no quarrel with the Dysks. We knew
nothing of them. They bad previously gone up the
Pontiamak river ; being repulsed thence they entered
another mouth of the Batang Kapuas, which brought
them to our settlement.’

I recently heard the following statement from a
man of some rank: ‘ Prows going to and from the Ne-
tunas had frequently been attacked and destroyed by
Dysks issuing irom the Sarebas. Occasionally they vi-
sited the island. Thelast visit occurred about 16 years
ago. Two Sarsbas boats attacked a place close to Sithas-
san,theprincipalislandinthe Middle Natubas. Here they
captured four women and killed 12 men. Among these |
were four servants of mine. Landing on another smell |
island near this they dried the heads they had taken. In
this occupation they were surprized by people from Sir-
hassan. The Dyaks beat them off, and took to their
hoats. One of these sailed away towsrds Cape Eatt:i
The crew of the other landed at Subi. They pr h'l'::h :
to eat of some poisonous fruits, from the effect of we:e |
they all died, excepting six men, who were overlzg:m %
and captured by the ighabitants. They setg themm 10 |
Sirhassan. The people of that island :orta_m‘! < der that |
death, notwithstanding the threats of their, theshepe
shouldtheykillnim thushe wouldhaunt them mthem o
of an alligator.or adragon. They ﬁf’“”’“‘?‘;d up to their
red ants. Three of them they then l.’l*.‘r' water upon
middles in the earth, acd poured Doling , e other
them! The otber ihrec ] rggrgg}; Yoas 4"
informant.told me the jas 3 ire
Iszfehaa Dyake have never since ventured near Sir
hassan.’ ;

+Of such a nature, it seems £0 I “umfbe &e fet;g

- '} did Rejah Brocke forsake thig
ful 'te;;i!e::;fd;?:’h' lbﬁ inflicted by & combination
counLry, | i
ofthe tives of ol shene o upon the Dyaks of Sa

chas and Sakarrén, - . .

¥ Auother inmnqe,sndkl ﬂ?&flﬁfz} ig::g‘f';g
three month i;?ﬂo'e’;l what I bave alleged eo
it witl illustrate equal 7& nature of their assaul e
eerning the indiserimintes 4 Buahri ults at
ven. A great Dysk chief, named Duahriya, holds the.
conntry between the. head of the Sakerran, and Keno.
wit vivers. With 100 boats he ascended the Rsjang to
the Dyaks of Punsh. On the way he took the people
of a village: of Bukatans to act as his associates and
guides on the war-path, Before reaching Punah, Bu.

ehriya, from some cleuse, relinquished his project, turn.
ed round on the poor Bukataus, and toqk thejr heads,
returaed tp their village, captured their wives and
children, and sailed home with, it is said, 50 heads and !
100 captives, !

¢ I think that had Mr. Hume himself seen what I
have seen, and heard what I have heard during the Jast
18 months, instead of endeavouring to dishearten the
Rajah of Sarawak, to distrzct his thoughts, snd to
diminish his resources, he himself would have been
ready to greet him with ¢ More power to your arm, Sir

Jmes!’”




