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11E INDIAN ARCHIPELAGO.*
— |
yir, Torace St. John tells us in his preface to
o jaborate volumes that upon them have been
1od the labour of years,  We can well believe
P othing but indefatigable and long-continued
]Li stry, gleauing from every variety of source, in
“’m J loguage, and of every age, could have agou-
e ed 5o vast & treasury of detail—cthnological?
;smmj, and descriptive—respecting the uuble]
ups of islands of the Indian Ocean, as we find
dhered together in th{? volumes before us, If any.
s;iug Lo book 18, to coin & word, over-facted, The
: Illu;' in his laudable ansiety 0 convey 28 much
o ation as possible, has positively peited ua with
fucts with a greater number, indeed, than we can
cocicutly tuke in or readily retain, the difficult
& puch increased by the unfamilinrity of mony
Jith awes of places, men, and things, A
ot in the volume rauufr.a directly from
she fist,  Not only does the mass of factual detail
mber us, but it has heavily encumbered the
authors Tudeed, it hns greatly injured his style,
peoken it into fragmentary morsels, cut to pieces
what otherwise might have been a broad and con-
trenm of intevesting and philosophic nar-

g
:‘:?&, and left Mr, St. John no room for those
peathing places of reflection and itulation in

which the historian of unfamiliar scenes and little
puown nations finds it to his advantage, like

the mectiug epirits in ome of the sounets of old | ho

ponve, to ‘‘make a little stay.,” But the in-

! armsandstores o

approached by georot

through the ngnst fnl-eet.‘:,MW ol

themselves, aud towards the

ngr r:?keﬁbe?tmien. These
ing been partially form

stakes above thgiwm{,

unkuown to all but
sen strongly fortitied
towns are deseribed
ded ufu}lllm:_u:-huiitun
g aud parti of the stil
ﬂpan_ng hulls of worn-out ahip’s,. Forrcenturiass:h:
Pirate tribes had their places of refuga iu these
Wilds—rotreata stored with every species of plun~
d luxury—and it was only by an everwhelmi

eading }

tho woolly-haired Ethiops of Papus,
i
all
defended
boater,

the coastsof a s
off every.one o
wjm. watering near Meado, was oaptared, nnd the Ppirates,
eoners wers found on board and released.”

who ars wniversally
hiefining snd princes
¢ Wherever, indeed, o seanty un-
wiation exists, it becomes Whe prey of the free-
834, n horde of Lununs swept with a feet round
il istand near the Straits of Rlio, snd carried
fthe inhabicants. " In June, 1845, a Lanen

ized, are offered at o high rate to the o
orer the Archipelago,

i

sing to surrender, were hilled iu sotion, Twenly pri-

The reader will now be tolerably well acquainted

force of British mew-of-war steamera that several
pestiferous nests of the kind were routed out, the
st f the inhabitants, of all kiuds, seized,
and theirpiratical craft burnt. A savagerace,
called the Lanuns, o reed, were long the
most renowed and most ferocions of these free-
oters, but in_desoribing their haunts we must
allow Mr, St. John to speak for himself. The
following picture will umrt¥e the professora of ordi-
nary naval warfare ;—
" The economy of lhhs

lar deseription, - Throug
thers linve been
or tramways of timber, over which, in ease of sudden sud hot
purmuit, o vessel may be hnaled neross the slip of land into
the interior watars, Strong trees of an elastio wood are
riven obliquely into the earth, snd their upper ends are
seourely lnsbed to others of the samo species left to prow.
Thus » V.shaped frame is constructed ntan angle of 140
degroes. The end is carried inta deep water, with a-gradunl
inclination, while tho other-leads towsrds the Innnching
Elm on the lake; Stripped of their bark, thess troes are
ept slippery b{ the Al it d [
a macilaginons Hquid which renders them still better adnpted
to the purpose they nre designed toserve, A Lanun vessel
¥ p maked for one of these escopes, The whole
line of the bay being watched by rentinels ensoonced iu little
h d tho foliage of lofty troes, an alarm s given to

t
al

o

irnte haunt is of ‘the most sin.

out the u?;onﬂhs st bay ]
S Dhmbats f h
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dustry of the book is a ph , sud its
wlue in many respects i great. It contains

ina compnet and closely condensed form the|f,

ist of almost every writer who has ever taken
up the subject of the famous Spice Islands, and it
jucludes & deeply iuteresting and iudeed tolerably
gtartling account of* the piratical systemn which for
sges has Leen carried on amid those islands Ly
kereditary tribes of Malayan buceaneers, Mr, St
Jobu relates, from its commencement, atha histor

with the ch I
have found friends and defenders «in the House of
Commons of En

to o

Erooke

portion of the tala is the circumstanti

and th loits of the tribes who

land, It s impossible to doubt
he statements u? Mr, St. John—founded, as they
re, upon such o vast array of authorities, both as
iuion and to faot—when the personal testimony

f British naval officers, of British colonial go-

vernors, and Britieh travellers by the score, is
evoked to prove the real character uof the pirates—
when long lists of Britich merchaut-ships are given,
with their names, their captaing’ names, and the

ate and place of their c:gture, and the destruction
f every living soul aboard, = .
Into the eketch of the career of Rajah . SirJames
we do’ not mean to enter,. As it is yet
roceeding, it belongs rather to intelligence than to
istory or literature ; but we may give Mr. St,

John ample oredit for the clearness and fairness of
 this portion of his parrative.
the expeditions undertaken against the Lanuus
and tho Dyaks—tho latter a foesimile of the'
f| former in every ferocious and treacherous quality— |

ho accouut of

coupies a considerable s

ce in the narrative of
ir James's Indian life ; and no

5“ not the lmu;mtifying
agcount

the populntion on the lake, They immerdiately crowd to the
e Y

point which their fugitive to mako
sy

or, the bushes nre pushed aside, an oponiug is oktmdhun&
1 d to thi

of how the Esglish Rajah spread civilisation, in-
tituted laws, and established industry around him,
ing even pi 1 tribea from the lawless em-

cars, upon thoslippery way, fiy throngh the grass, and disap-
pear amid the folisge nhh-:'.yh ann behind her, A hondred
ropes wro, with nmazing celerity, attached to her sides; a
host of man are in an instant yoked to her ; und she is, with-
out a pause, dragged over thespit of lund, dnd triumphantly
I hed uy he interior walers,

of these swarms of wi plu U
murderers, and describeswith great minuteness their
esploits, their mode of warfare, and of life,
depicting their ipre!oundlx rooted treachery and
their untameable ferocity, i %

We find it imﬁosmbln, in reviewing Mr, St.
Johu's workjtqfu ow him. All we can do is
ketchily to ibe him—to indicate the ch

* Bhould her pursuers vouture nesr the shore, to investis

form a
taken up different parts of the subject, but it has
been reserved for Mr, St. John' to treat it as o
whole, and to gx'hmat

the Spanish or Dutel eruisers, unless ene | PlOY which they and their ancestors had been
Ingidents, nro stariled by seelng the ohnse press stem on for | pursning for ages, and introducing them to the
Innd, lift horwelf, by ona_simultanceus slrslie of all theo fita of agricul and

Altogether, then, Mr, Horace St, Johu's volumes
ok quite sui generis. Other writers have

in tlu‘al. treatment the most

gate the seoret of this manoeuvrs, a storm of round and
grape shot salutes them from the batteries of heavy brass
sunt. macked by this dangerous jungle,”

Now, as to the vesssls 60 miraculously handled.
What would Mr, Cubden say to being chased, in the
t‘Ed; little yacht in which he had gone upon 'a

of his uﬁaptcrs, without any attempt at what would
be the weighty task of aunlysing their contents ;
adding, however, to our few pointa of objection one
of complaint ns to an omisei iwlm:h t:ight have
easily been supplied—that of o good map—or,
better still, of sEudry ood maps; and this the
wore so_a8 a number of the new names given I':a
Mr, Bt. John to island groups and recently found

settlements are not to :_n disoovered in the ordinary

iy £s 0

“'Mir. 8t. John opens bﬂudemi\ing at great length
ihe general features of the luxurious and luxuriant
jslands of the East, aud by describiug the silvery
yeil of romance which leng hung round them in

P t get his égés, by o craft of
this kind 4 il

** The vessels employed by these bold and ingerious mn-
randera in their enterprises of plunder are formiduble, not
only to the superior eraft of the natives, but to Buropean
trode, Genorally they are built very sharp, wide in the
beam, and more than 80 feot in length—long foc the breadth,
but broad for the depth of water. A double tier of oars s
worked n b rowers—usunlly slaves, who never
fight voless an extremity of danger presses, when every
ninn is called to netion. The Aighti nr men of the free and
dominant class amount to thirty or forty, though prahus of
the largest sizs carcy from fifty to eigliy. For their use
tharo is & raised deck nbove n cabin which oceupies mbont
three-fifths of the length and two-thirds of tho beam, At
the bow it is solidly built out to the whole width, and fortic

fied with hard woodon baulks, enpable of resisting n six-

AR ST der aliot. Here n very narrow embrasure ndwits of

the imagination of Europe. He next da to | B " H
I et —varying in size from a six to a Inrge twenty-four
classify nnd distribute the groups, I““L hon plunges pounder, fqneruliy of brass, In addition to t’ftiu, the {mw
into a sea of detail a8 to  their natural inent consists of numerous lelaba or wwivel pieces, of from
productions—animal, t and 1— | oue to twenty-f unds calibre, longer in proportion than
other cannon, and bell-mouthed, The smaller sizss are

richness of their ores and the wealthy luxu-
:{L:uee of their spice groves—tho beauty of their
yerdure—the brightoess of their bivds—the bril-
lisncy of their flowers—the clearness of their seas
—the great variety and goodness of their fishes—
and, finally, the gaudiness of their shells, Thence
be tokes up the different tribes, assigning the
origin of the population of the great groups to
Hiudeo China on the one hand and New Guinea on
the other. Thﬁau he believes to have been
of Tartar origin ; but, in fact, it would appear that
the present population has beeu formed of a blend-
jug of all manuer of Oriental Asiatic tribes,
mingled in no emall degree with the Eu-
ropean element_introduced by Dutch, Portuguese,
Spanich, and English advent and 1
In the carly doys of the islands, the Malays
wem to have at once taken tho lead, and
pever since to have lost their native pre-
domi e Portug iwm the ﬁrsthEnm-
ns who found their way in aoy stren) into
fﬁ Indian Archipelago, and who first traditd, then
gettled, then, according to use and wont, tyraunised
swagely over the mative tribes, who, in tum,
retaliated, and a succession of wars, sieges, and
massacres coswed, During the 'pwgmu'of these

habitually used in nntive pralius, mounted in solid wprights
secured about the bulwarks, and fought by the chiefs them.
selves. These, immedistely on any prospect of battle, atiire
themselves in ecarlot clothes—a colour which distiuguishes
the Lanun pirates from thoe honest tribes of the Archipelago,
1oy wenr nlso armour of stecl plate or ring chsiu, or shirts
of mnil, Personally, they are nccoutred W?ll.l the kriss and
wpenr, in ition ly 1o & huge two-handed sword,
They also carry muskets, and the vessel is supplied for close
engngoments with an abundance of en langes, hardened
at the point by fire, Wlhen Captsin Belchor was nttacked
by them in 1844 be found on board large stores of arms and
ammunition, many swivels, heavy brass puns, too ponderons
for an English gig te cury, and English muskets with the
Tower mark, 'ﬁma warlike munitions are invariably evi-
dences of n piratical character, as well sa the tight starlet
clothes, which mre only worn by them; for the peacefnl
traders attire themselves in dull coloured clothes of native
manufaelure,”

These prahus have no fized masts—such ap-
pendages would be likely to impede their Pprogresa
amoug the trees—but each is rigged with o pair of
shears, capable of being either raised or lowered wi?lh

P

reat rapidity, and b g A

he fleets formed by these vessels are under a pecu-
liar constitution, chief is the admiral, Each
boat has two captains, aud from five to fifty freo
men—the rest are rowing slaves, more or less under

contentions, new islands were d s details
respecting which Mr. St. John weaves into his
historie unrmtive—nlthough a good portion of the

P In the division of the hooty, ** cap-
tives, guns, money, and the finest description
of silks and clotha, belong to the lordly clase—the

rest may be seized indiccriminately by the orew,” At
ong period the Lauuns could form a fleet of 400 sail,
aud Bir Stamford Raffles estimated their strength

former is nearly o repetition of the origiual descrip-
tive chapters, dealing with the same general
features of nature and it P

hieal

pelag about :‘ne‘ gi -cf olit?t:
sixteenth century, and group after group of islan

was raprdly dimverecﬁr The Spaniards epeedily
fillowed their neighbours ; but with the exception
of their establishment in, and their commerce with,
the Philippine Islands, they mever succeeded in
nendering the archipelago a source of such gain
tra scene of such conquest as their South Ame-
rican possessions, The Portuguese mooopolised
the spice teade, then the most profitable in
the world, until in turn they fell before the
Dutch. The first English expedition which pene-
trated uto these sunny seas was that of Drake, and
to him succeeded Cavendish, while not long after
the flag of England that of Holland was borne

entered the

itto the arens,  From this period, towards the end | emn

of the 10th century, the aspeat of affairs began to

ange, and the Dutch to carry all before them,
Yot that England did not make some rather feeble
Wempts af resi he Hollauders, h
2l the world kno

in bis time as, at the least, 10,000 fighting men,
Mr. St. John gives a sort of programme of the an-
nual cruise of one of those fleets—of the manner in
which it divides its strength—of the coasts which
it wvieits, and the rendezvous where the galleys|
ngsemble,  Bir James Brooke examined n fleet of
Eigl_ltee‘u Lauun vessels, containing from 500 to
00 men :— :
" It bod been aksent from the Lagoon several vears, had

oruised among the Moluccas and ‘the islands lying to the
eastward, had pilly, the Bay of Boni sud other plages in
Cuelebes, and through the Straite of Makassar, -They

Tind fost or worn ont many of their owns boats, but wers gon-
tinuing the oruise in prizes whioch they bad caprured, ond
fitted up for warlike purrbwz. They had attacked one of the
Tambelan isles, where the peopls had repalsed them, and
were preparing for a descent on Birhissan, one of the sonth-
atnnus."
Mr. St. Jobn gives accounts of many such flests,
aud many such expeditions, and then, traversing
the islande, he points out the main settlements, not
only of the Lanuns, but of the whole piratical

» vy
we, achieved the vast superiority,
ad by & course of d ined thless

1 t selfish, an
pilicy long maintained it, ‘The histm-{' of Dutch
upremacy, of Dutch colonisation, and Dutch war-
fare, coouples & goodly portion of Mr. St. Joho's
%lumes, Monopoly was the watohword to the
Hollandr, and monopely he enforced ut any sacrifice
o blopd or grpsure, The Dutch East Tudia Com-
Pany beoame oue of the most powerful bodies in the
Hate, and the sevent«en'h century had not far waned
When the ﬂn&v of the Netherlands floated upon

brothethood. To this, as may be supposed, a con-
iderable space Is ily devoted, during which
our author takes freq jon to int
characteristio details of his subject. Take for ex-
ample a picture which we have already hinted at—
the Lanun at home :— ¥
** While the warriors sro absent, the worren and children
remain_in oharge of the villages ; and mot unfrequently
‘the defence of their haunta, an Amagownjen parrison,
has been fierce and successful, In Mindanso, howover, the
natural difioulty of approach, with tha fame of ita powerfal
defences, has hitherto rendered the pirate eity impregnable ;

every principal island of the archipelago. Mean- |and the whole of the fighting men areseldom awny stane time,
time gur principal standing-ground was in Sumatra, | At particular evasons the place is crowded with its possessors,
h;ll in 1760 we were driven from it, The congquest | In their retreat : the lnke, they pass m:,h::'ra;-[;ly“i‘n
o Manilla, the capital of the Philippines, | intend 0 eq néw fled in the
o aciine f tho sicmpuod"eacion ofthe | S el o ke v, -kl
amous Mani h War dances they delight in 3 and whirling throngh

the position of England amongst the isles, while

the seeds of our Eastern Empire were be%{nning to
sown on the plains of the Carontic. The stor

of the break-up of the Duteh power in the archi-

pelago is well kovwn, It arrived suddeoly, fed at |y

tuee by Europesn and colonial caunses, and the
mpire which it had taken centuries to build crum-
Hed in ns many years. The Eoglish took Malscea
~then Java—the Dutoh East Indian Compan
s dissolved, and the monopoly of Hollan
tame to a warniog end. In 1824, it will be romem-
bered, ocourred the treaty by which Holland, now
theroughly humbled, received back great part of
ber old possessions, and in turn commenced a more
| syatem of commercial policy. Mr. Bt, John
Psses rapidly over the history of the islands from
1hat tima to the commencement of Rajah Brooke's
ter, the incidents of which he prefaces by an
tout—forming what will probably become’ the
ot popular );art of the book—of the extra-
o,

ita evolotions, the Lanun nppesrs no poor image of manly
grace, Heis dressed in a fine belmet, with plumes from the
bird of paradies, snd decorated with gold belta and sillc

enehes o ogn ¢. His aword is adorned "with
streamers of red cloth, 'h{n loug upri

shield jiinul;:l oo
t of brazen ri nnd #o nocoul Tages in the oxe
mentof the r?:r‘uiuu g0 wildly os often to fall exhansted
ntthoend, At other times, however, the demeanour of the
Lanun, thongh polite, is grave, with an affectation of priestly

composure,”

Let us present a companion of the Lanun at pea t—
“ Mot only are petty fishing-eraft and trading bonts at-
tacked : the mrmed oruiserh of Java have frequently been
compelled to fy before & squadron of Lamun bugeaneers,
thongh iv general great caution, if not timidity, is displayod
on the approach of s equare.ripred vessel ; for though able
to distinguish a merchaniman from & ship of war by the
colour of tha esnves and the general appointments, they
have ko often been deceived by disguises that their oircum.
wpection hap improved from experience. When, however,
they find & body of Europeans in boats, away from their
whip, or watering on shore, their 'pndsfﬁn the eapture or
destruction of such n prey, Endeavouriog by manmuvres to
eut off all escape, they ndvance in martial attitode, with
} ing, whirling throu, 0 evolu-

Ulinary piratical system of the Iudian Archipelag
Sincy lln?'u' first guuover , this plague of robhery
i myrder has been the scourge of the whol
::'*ﬂ‘ of groups, from ehobrpﬂi ilpplueta to New

ing to one por-
[ lmr‘leqrudingand rata nnngd e p =

la | them, When sure of their prizs, they spravate their ye

| hurling their spears bol'?lra
s,
their gestioulations, and their fury, beating gouge to a lond
snd stirriog tane, and n(i«;:n the llvsni'g;]h undu}:’:lﬁp::‘!:o'm
4 LY g
Attt 'Ih:d:lﬂua :.‘ﬁ::“:‘.mna.h.?ming ,nl warriomn lo the

nTes
tions of their war dn'nas, and

“:?d.no
t d &
!nnlhor‘he e f the history of these

ttmok, e trary, a force appenrs in sight
g th' by oo i S g (Gl o Yoro chasos of

In the very dawn o
u’"d'“'ﬁnd piracy o trad
Hiatly followed by euri.ousli r
fooAtion, Sea kings and Algerines fade away
o our estimation s we read of great pirate
La""”asfent pirate princes, great pirate fleets,
:‘.:?’“mlar occupation was to rove about the
" archipelago, theiv cruise sometimes }mtmq
1 19, and to pounce upon every honest vesse
35,;'"!' industrious village which they thought
huculd eusily overcome, carrying off the en
izﬁhh" Wenlth in both cases—in the former mur- |
noX every man of the crew, in the latter.
the men and carrying the women and

d murdera pr s
great proportion of the

re | murdered, an

o bo o
plunderitg safaly, ther descend for » time fram their
Mﬂzl!ts?mumtion to the humble and more henest colling
of traders aod fishern. :
“* Tt is, however, nmongthe barbarous populations that they
appear most traly the savage masters of the sea | they sweep
the waters with ndroit audacity, move with sails and oars
slong the coast, and make & descent wherever an nnpro-
tanted village appanrs in wiew. It in sacked and burned, any
defenders who resist the nttack are killed, the young persons
of both sexes-ore made captives, the old and helpless are |,
d the spot is left to solitude and dsdlll-ifn.
way all the i towns w ! ts lyiny
11: lrllLt;:mn,te exparience the croelty of their arms, for nm'ﬁ

ode of warfare is barbarous in the oxtreme, They
slaughtor tho eattle, ravage tha plantasions, swug amny all

i ring
fiyy, B AWay to sell into slavery, These :
Gy, 120 abuormal people are represented as fero- |
4t insauity and voluptuous to excess. Whan |
iy M"" getting heads,” they are described as |
& "™uly iu the practice of spendiog their time iu
b, OS50St “Grgies and  debauchetles, in their
 Situated upon inland lakes and marshes, and

.

4 ji,h Iodina Archi

pe
¢ Bt, Joho; Loudgn; Longmon aud Co.

: tured on the enst of Bo
lngo : its History lndldl:»‘mwnt State. . :an':l“erfl' the south bre read

the prep and with gratuitons orvelty wonnd

and maim the viotims of their power. Slaves in hundreds

are earried away, Captives, indeed, are the principal objoota

of prsuit—the most valuablo in thomselves snd the most
ily dis|

posed of. When ;;_:__i-l'.md is .m cked
children, with ne hany pftlieyoung men L]
: ; ,'nre’ ravished “awny,” When. the
o ﬂﬁh“m;'hh freight of human mlnrrf. it
shuves

prahu is full, lnden with on snother. A eargo of
uite that coast to sell m:ﬂn” ia sold ou the wr:s:; the vie-
ily purchased in the north ; and |

of his p




