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ALLEGED MURDER ON THE HIGH SEAS.
On Tuesday, at the Thames polive-court, dhan and Al
tw eamen, belenging to the barque “ Queen of the
TEN- Northeote aud Robert GJoldaworthy, European
gesmen, of the same vessel. and Mr. Wi, Stooke, the master,
were oharged before Mr. Yardley, on suspicion of beiog con-
oerned in'the wilful murder of five Luscar seamen who had
formed a part of her orew on the hemeward-beund voyage.

Mr. Humphreys appeared for the captain.

Previous to the case being entered into much intorest was

ited by the int lon of & coffin-like bex, which was
placed on the bench close to the maglstrate, and was broken
open by one of the river police by direction of Superinten-
dent Evans. Bome at first supposed that it contained
mang'ed humar remains, but on the removal of the straw
which formed the packing, divers fearful weapens were pro-
duced, ineluding orow-bars, long iron bars, cutlusses (some
broken near the hilt, ecme in the middle, snd gome whele),
witk three or fou daggers, called kreis, of gingular
workmanship, with polished wooden handles and sheaths,
and fermidable blades about fourteen inches long. There
was also o large paper package, contalaing what appeared
to be 8 log-book 14 copies of depositiens taken befere Mr.
Willism Weolrige, 8 magistrate at Gibraltar, by whom, it
appeared, the Wooden case containing the artioles had beem

d.

l‘or;hn:d;m witnesa examived was David Fairfield, who, in
anewer to Mr. Yardley, aaid : I joined the “ Queen of the Teign”
at Biogapore, There were no Lascars on board at the time.
I signed arlicles alter the Lasoars jolned. They had s serong
and a tindal onder him. The serang is alive now. I do not
know hew many Europeans were on board, or how many
Malays. Mr. Triatt was the ehief mate, Thers was no dis-
turbance up te the 22nd of July, except that the captain
struck me several timee., VWhen certain Losoars met their
death, the vessel had orossed the line, and was In the North
Sed. ®She wan bonud up the Straite.

Mr. Yardley (whe appeared to put his questiona from the
voluminous depesitions before him) asked what was the state
of discipline em board at the time? Witness: It was all
right, except & row between the serang and the tindal, There
was no disturbanse by the native crew. On the might of the
row, whem the men were killed, my watoh was from elght to
twelve. It was the master’s watch. My watch below wase
from twelve to four, and the mate, Mr, Triatt, had command
of the watoh on deck. I went below at twelve, but gould
not say whethar I left the master above. I was roused about
one by the people in the ferecastle. The natives shosk me,
and bade me turs out. Idressed in Sve minutes, not knowing
what wes up.  When I got upon deck, I saw a man standing
before me with & gun. It was William Northeete. The gum
was polated towards the hatch, I went aft, and saw o Lasear
lying on the deck, on the larboard slde. He appeared to be
dead, Northoste and Goldsworthy were formard at the batoh,
The captain was aft, but I saw nothing ia his howd, Ieaw
the tindal come aft, and he wae killed by blows from outlasaes,
He had two on bim, and reeeived a great many blows, but I
oaunot eay whe struck him, I think William Nertheote was
one, but I cannot say. I do not knew of mny ome else
belog killed afe. The tindal was comlog aft, with his cap in
bis bavd, when be was cut down with the ontlagses., He
appeared to be asking pardon. Ouae of the cotlasses was a
bruken one.

Mr. Yardley : Well, if you could see that, you oould see
who used it. :

Witness : Well, it was William,

Mr. Yardley: Have you any doubt of that? Witness:
No, I have no doubt. I then eaw a Lascar at tho bead of
the ship, and the captain oried out, “ Here's one shead,”
William (Northeote) fired & gun, aud the Lasoar fell from
the head fate the water. I saw him ewim towards the
obain, and never saw him after. I saw eome Laecars thrown
overboard ; ene of them was alive: I think five Lascars were
lost, 1 saw Goldeworthy forward. I did not see the twe
Laccars now in the dook until I saw them in iroms, They
were kept in irons until we came to Gibraltar. The gerang’s
wife died on board. Iaeaw & kreis ploked up on the fore-
castle next day. I did mot mess with the Eunropeans. I
was put forward with the Lascare; I suppose as a punish-
ment.

Mr. Yatdley to Mr. Humphreys: This is the substange of
what the wilness stated i Gibraltar. It would be sbsurd
in g case of 50 much magnitnde for & magistrate to fsh out
evidence in this way. If I find enpugh te remand the gase
—and I think there is gh—I shall postg it until
stepe be taken in the proper guarter,

Mr. Humphrey ¢ I do net propose te orese-examige this
man, but I trust your worehip will take bail.

Mr. Yardley: I should not like to take bail for aBY pri-
soner involved in so serius a charge of homigide ; but I
will endeavour to fish out more evidenes 88 well ag I

oam.

Mr. Humphreys: I gball not in this stage of progeeding
enter into any cress-examination, however unwllling I may
be that my client should go to prizen.

Mr, Yardley: The evidence glven, though serigus, does
not yet much affect the captain,

William B. Triatt, the ohlef officer, said: I jpimed the
“ Queen of the Teign " at Sanderland, We tock & number
of Laecars en board st Singapore, about fourteen, including
the eerang and the tindal. The gonduct of the natives was
very good up to the 22nd of Jaly, It wss my wateh from
twelve to four that morning. The captain's wateh hod been
previouely kept by Adam Cumming, the boatswain, Tha
tindal and four nutives, with two Europeans besides myself,
were in my wateh, Geldsworthy was one of the Europeans,
About half-past one I saw two or three Laszoars come aft, but
did not take much notlge, as we allowed them to do so, that
they may learn to use the compass, Goldeworthy, who was
at the wheel, oried, * Lok out,” and ram towards the obin,
A Lusoar with & kreis in his hand pureued ; avother fellow
made at me with & plece of iron, It had an eye at the end
iu whigh there was & hole, (Here s heavy belaying pin was
produced, and witness sald it was such a weapon that,)
The fellow made g blew st me, holding it with bol de,
I avoided the blow, seized him, and took him ta the main
deck. Another fellow made & etab at me with krels, which
pierced through my coat aud Waistoost, bug did not touon the
#kin. He made & second blew 8t me, which in warding off
took me in the fore-arm, Three or four others were jobbing
8t me at the eame time. X sustained nine wounds, There
were more Loscars around me than those in my watoh at the
time. The tindal had a kreie, All the Lnsaars were on deck
at the time, er at least eight or nina, I ocalled the watch
below, and Cumming and Nerthoote cgme up. The captain
wag the fret up, aud bis coming saved my life, Whep they
#aw bim they ran away, I was very weak from losy of
blood, and when I went te the gabin I fainted, I saw no
mare after that, and was confined to the cabin for a month
with my wouode. None of the natives were for us, I under.
stand they intended te kill the seravg and the natives in the
watgh below,

Mr. Yardiey: Did you know they had thess kreises N0 j
If we had been aware of it we should have taken them from

To Mr. Humphreys: I called Bill, meaning Adam Cum.
ming, He was kmown by that name, The eajtain wus
awakened by the noise on deck, which was fortunate for me,
88 It saved my life. Ha wreated s krels from one of the men
who was stabbing me,

Mr. Yardley : How far were you from land at {he time ¢~
Beven or elght hundred miles.

Mr, Yardley: Qould any of the nalives navigate the ohip ?
—No, not ene.

Adam Cumming examined : I went out 8¢ an able genman
Inthe ** Queen of the Telgn," aud was afserwards made seoond
mate, 1was below when the disturbance. took place, and
wa3 awskenod by the scuflle, and the ory of murder from
mun in the cabin, I got on deck a8 quickly 82 I conld. As
I put my hand on the sonttle to get up, it was struck with a
8tick or some hard gubstance, The saark i on 1t still,

Br, Yardley; Do yeu know whe struck you? Witners
gqlnun; to Ali): There he fs. I camnot tell how many

alays were there at the time. There Wepe more than two,
I saw three of them ecuflling With the wante sbreast of the
Poop. I ogaught one f thew and etruck bim. The eaptain
oame up with two cutlasses, and gave me oue of them, J
hit the fellow with the cailses. I then ram forward, where
thers was  party of taem beating ong of 9us wen. I rushed
umongst them and yged the outlaes, for T oonsidered it was
& my uy.s? cannet gay whether it was with 8 pieoq af
wood or iron I was struck on the hand. The frey sonvinned
for half an-bour. No blows Were struch adter the Malays
were put into irons,

Ir, Yardiey : This eyideuce alters the aspeqt of the oage,
8ad fufnishes arple resson why ball should Y saoepted,
When thio prisoners Were figet $laeed Sesove mo, I concluded

. ¥ s

they were involved in a jolnt offence, which I find is not ths
ae.

eMM:-. Humphries then tendered the father of the oaptain,

with Afr, David Edward Power, 110, Fenchurch-street, who

stated that his firm at Gibraltar had previously been ball fur

Cuptain Stecke, The father wouid also be bail for Northoote

and Goldaworthy. .

Mr. Yardley : I suppose Mr, Power will bave no objection
to be jolut ball P—Mr. Power: I shonld rather mot, not hay.
iog the eanction of my 3

Mr. Yardley : I chonld be gorry to have these men kept
in custody, but it is necessary to have twe sureties, lest ong
ghounld die, and there hns been extensive homicide.

Bail was then taken for the esptain, himself in 2007, apng
two sureties of 100/ eaoh, his father and Mr. Power. Ba),
two sureties in 50/, was then prooured for the other two, ang
the case waa remanded for a week.

————



