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"AE ALLEGED MURDERS ON THE HIGH
SEAS,
—pn

Yesterday being appoiuted for the rending over and trans.
wing the voluminons depositions taken hefore Mr, Yardley
1 this complicated dnd difficult case, all the accused parties
rare formally arraigned at the Thames Police-court. Ahalt
nd Ali, two Malays, eharged with sssaulting and wounding
{y. W. Burford Troatt, the chief mate of the Queen of the
‘eign, with_inteni to murder him ; and Captain William
‘apley Stooke, the master of the Queen of the Teign, Wil
am Northeote, snd Thomas Geldsworthy, English seamen,
/ith manslaughter, in killing and slaying five Lascars during
he disturbance on bonrd, on the 224 of July last.

Mr, Jarman, of the Treasury Solicitor’s-office, attended or
he part of the Crown; Mr. Humpbreys, solicitor, fer the
Turopenn prisoners ; Mr. Dennison again acted as interpre-
er in the Malay langunge ; and Heamun, an ex-police con-
table of the H division, offivieted us interpreser in the Hin-
lostanee Inogunge,

Mr. Yardley soid on the first day the case was brought
jefore him he did not rightly know what the accused parties
yere charged with, and he took svidence againat the whole,
[t was, however, soon ascertained that there was a distinet
tharge ngainst the Malays, and that there was not a joint
tharge ogainst all the prisoners, Ho proposed that all the
sarties shouid stand up in the dock together,

Mr, Humphreys : Yes, sir; the depositions tuken the first
lay apply to all five persous. i

.;\Ifh-. Jarman thought the partiee had better stand up to-
rether.

i Al:l the accused parties having taken their places in the
ock,

Mr, Pyer commenced reading over the depositions upto
1 eertain poist, when thie Buropean prisoners were directed
to atand down, and the case against the Malays, Ahalt and
Ali, for cuttiug and wonading Mr. Treatt, with intent to mur-
der him, was proceeded with, The evidence was very skil-
fully snd fluenily interpreted in thEMalByltanguage by Mr.
Dennison, and madse out o strong case puinst the Lascars of
having sitacked the ehief mute and the Kuropeans on deck
in the night time ; that no provocasion whatever was given
for the mutiny, and that the captain and Europeans ncted
only on the defensive, after the chiel mate was cutdown upon
the deck, and bad received fourteen wounds from the dag-
gers and knives of the Maluys,

The rending of the depositions against the Malays having
been completed, Mr, Yardl-y requested My. Dennison t
inform the prisonevs that the eviience they hatd heard was
that on which he should commit them for trial, and that they
might put any questious te the witnesses, ov suy aaything
they thought proper i their defence, with this caution—thai
what they did say would be taken down in writing, and mighi
be used against them on their trial,

Alalt, in his defence, said that it was very true what hsc
been rend to him, meaning that the depositions had becn
faishfully rendered in bis langusge by Mr. Deouison, but he
Lnew nothing nt all about it. He slept, and could noi
know anything., It might be true, but how could he know
it if heslept? He said he had nothing to sey at all.

Mr, Yardley commilted Ahait sud Ali to Newgate fo
trial, and bound over the witnesses Lo prosecute and give evi
dence in the usual manner.

The Huropesns were then arraigned on the charge o
manslaughter, and the Maluys gave o different version of the
metter, ana said the nffeay commenced in consequence of thi
chief-mate benting one of the Lasears on deck, and that some
of the people were kitled after the ““bobbery” was over. Theh
statements varied considerably, and it seemed theve hn
been some converaation among the Lasenrsabout murdering
the coptain nnd mate, snd taiciug the ship to Califoruia.

David Fairfold, an Euglish seaman, who had been dig
rated for incompetency and misconduct, and lived amon;
the Lascars in the forecastle, and who was put in irons :
fow days after the unfortunate transaction, partially con
firmed the natives ns to one Lascar being shot and other
out down after the disturbange was over,

Seaman, the Hindostaneg interpreter, said the Mahc
wetans ought to be sworn otf the Korau with their shoes of
which was ordered to be done, und Mr. Yardley enid the
Seaman had dope quite right in mentioning it.

Mr. Dounison said the Malays attached not the least in
portance to the form of swearing whether they had thei
shoes on or off was all the same to them,

The depositions against the Europeans having been con
pleted, Mr. Humphreys snid : On vebalf of my clients,
have to say they assert their perfect innocence of the charg
imputed to them.,

ir. Yardley : Shall { have that taken down ?

Mr, Humphreys : If you please, sir,

Mr, Yaraley commitied Captajn Stooke, Northeot:
and Goldsworthy for trial for manslaughter, and took ba
for their appearance at the sessions as before, and they we:
set a liberty. .

Mr. Jarman spplied to the mnagistrate to bind over Ir
spector Whi'e, of the Thames police, as he had the charge «
the crecses dagyers), knives, bolts, belaying pins, irc
bars, nud other weapons, aaid to bave been in the hands
the Malays on board the Queen of the Teign, and sent ow
to England by the autharities at Gibraltar. ‘

Mr, Yardley complied, and said that Mr, Jarman wou
gee that the witnesses and interpreters were properly rem:
nerated, .

Mr. Jarman : I was about to apply to you, sir, for certi
cates for Lhe witnesses, to enable them to obtain their e
penses of the county treasurer, a8 usuals

Mr. Yurdley snid he would grant the certificates, but ]
thought Mr. Jarman ought to take the interpreteis in hai
himeolf, 'Their romuneration, he supposed, would be pr
vided for by the Treasury.

Mr. Jarman : We don’t pay any more than we can help.

Mr, Yardiey : No doubt of that; buat the Treasury w
receive all it can get [a laughl.

Mr. Jarman : Yes, sir; thereis a great ohjection on t
part of the Treasury to pay more in theze cares than is a
solutely necessary, and considerable exponse has alrea
been incurred, .

Mr., Yardley : But, Mr. Jarman, although the Treasu
very properly will not pay more than it can help, that ge
tleman {Mr, Dennison), who o truly and faithfully ing
preted the Baglish inte the fl Ianguage, is a person
rare accomplishments, and he vught to be remunerated «
cordingly. We could net get on until he was found, nud
ghould be rewarded aceording to his rerity, He |
proved himeelf to be o most effieient interpreter, o
an accomplished seholar, focility with which
juterpreted the Englieh into Malny wag_extrnordinary,

Mr. Denuison ssid he could speslc the Malag Jangunge w
a8 much ease as his own native tongue, but e was oblig
to proceed in & roandabout way to convert the Eoglish qu
tions into the 50 88 to make them understood.

Mr, Yardley: There is Seaman, toc; he deserves to ba lib
ally rewarded, The Court could obtain no better interpre
for the Hindostanee than Seaman., He had doneit w
wonderful facility, and had been of great service to the Co
on many oceasions. It is much to the credit of the force
which he belonged that he should beable to translate |
Eastern languages, and it is to be regretied heis not i
better situation,

The proceedings then terminaled.



