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7HE RAJAH OF SARAWAE*
——
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have, avowedly, caused their publio
who have paid to the parl
flicts which have taken place
the question of piracy in the Xastern ANHP“'I]E“
they will be eagerly demanded, in:\lu:\_uoh s nearly
pll the informaticn which we are h.ke]y_ to hava
upon the subject is here summed up, ;]t msyslg:
with a lenning one way, but very ully. thlt
James Brooke, in one of his letters, says ra
he  bates people who are chary of afford-
jng information ;" and here he has afforded it
wery om“-handndly. Nor will the volu?eu be
found without their int t for the reader
who simply desires to Lear qometlgf:\g about the
regions swuyed by the energetic Rajah, na there is
a great deal of detail regarding the productions of
the country, its general characteristics, and those
of its inbabitauts. The letters of Sic James are,
however, chiefly business letters, written apparently
at high pi epeed, an out p to
ptyle or literary merit. Possibly, in their unstudied
character will be fouud an available defence against
much which will, we foresee, be said agaivst por-
tions of their contents,

The duty of a reviewer, in regard to these
volames, we take to be more clear than is usunlly
the case in reference to books on o vexed guestion,
The condition of that gquestion ohviously forbida
‘the expression of a judguwent, Thecase is sub lite,
ang these volumes are throwu in—there is uo
mystery made of it—as ogensionnl affidavits
are nled, to impreve the position of one of
the litigants, There is a commission sitting
at Singapore to inguirc into that part of the
guhject wgiuh is really important, sud 1t is deemed
by Bir James Brooke and his friends at home that
the publication of a mass of letters and documents
extendiug from the
the present cime, will produce & good effect upou
the public miud, aud ene which will re-act upon
the minds of those who will have to deal officially
with the Siugapore evideuce. Cloarly, therefore,
jt i not for o journal which will ultimately be ex-

ected to cxpress its opinion oun the whole ease, to

tary con-

el with it ily, We shall end to
indi the ts of the vol , oud shall
leave criticism to come in its natural course and

order. i
It may be convenieut, however, to dispose

of the history of the ivquiry in prosecutien
at Bingapore. In the year 1848 Bir Jomes
Brooke became governer of Labmen, On the
i5th of Junme, 1852, Mr. Sidney Horbert,
gpeaking ou the Labunn estimates, expressed him-
gelf in terms which Sir James Brooke thought it
desirable to notice, A few days later le wrote to
Mr, Herbert, especinlly complaiuing that he had
been described ae o trader—one engoged in mer-
cantile speculations. Mr. Herbert, in reply,
gtated that he had no ivtention of impuguivg
Bir Jamnes Brooke's motives, but said that the
questions he had raised were, whather Sir James's
engagements and iuterests at Sarawak were of a
nature to justify bis appointment as governor of
the ueighbouring island of Labuan, and kw.vlu:!.lmr

| Have nao Iny asideall palitics ; but whilst 1 see such trea-

Py : i gh
in conpection with [ CEd S0 udiference_on

yeur 1838, inclusive, to nearly | ¥

and baseness on one part, and suoh W

the other, I will continue to
upraise my voice st fitling seasons. 1 will not leave my
untive friends to be deceived and betrayed by either whita
uation, and (what the governcr does noi like) T
beld truths tonative ears, convinoed that it is the best means
af preserving the icdependence of th tates, a5 it s
the only line an Boglish gontleman could take, who seekn
their fricnd-hip, and enters their country with no other ob-
ject than their geod and his own improvement, Don't
think, however, that 1 would intrade, or force opinion or
sivice, Until aied, [ wm silent.  1f T was gevernor of the
Straits, with power to reatrictthe Duteh, [ would spresd the
British name aod commerce through many channels now
shut, or unknews,

“ Que thing I regret not haviog tried to effect whilst at
hone, and that is—getting & knighthood, s civie knighthoed.
You know me well enoughi to believe that such & distinction
would pever be sought by me, except to snswer some purs
pose,

* I believe the mere name would be very useful to me
with natives and Buropesos in this country. At home, I
would not scoept it, of wear the title ; and thoogh convineed
of its utility, I will not beg or ask it; there are i
enoughin England, If they pleaseto give it me on pablis
grow a o barron reward, to facilitale s praiseworthy
n‘njuc{,i would acoep! it."”

In June, 1840, he thus writes to his mother i—

T am really becoming & grest mon, dearest mother; the
world talk of mo | the rulers of England lh‘;utgu to wrila!

for themselves, nor shall we_enter into the quarrels
‘with Mr. Wise, or the Archipelago Oumpm{ affair, |
for the alread, igned, and
they have interest only as bearing upon
the matter in iseue. The second volume,
which contains letters from 1844 to i
abounds in plaints and disputes, and occa-
siomsl answers to mowepaper criticizms at home ;
but it also traces tho history of the writer's Sarawak |
ndministration, and describes the steps he took for|:
the ad ge of the nati Mixed, fore,
with matter which will be skipped by the general
reader, are many passages of hastily-given informa- | -
tion ; i:»ut, s has been eaid, graphic power is not |,
among the gifts with which fortuve has endowed
the Rajah of Sarawak. In the third volume is &
letter, in 1850, on the subject of the attacks of Mr.
Hume and others, and theooeforth this ia the key-
note.. He says (p. 65) that he ie inclined to believe
Joseph himeelf not u bad fellow, barring hia ob-
stinagy and suepicious turn of mind, and with this
limited tribute it may be amusing to find the out-
ppeaking of Mr. Heury Drummond as to another
‘nssailant of Sir James, At the dinuer to the latter,

iven at the London Tavern, in April last, Mr.

rummond says :— i

4t T e osmewhst surprised, after what you Bave heard of
the Hoassof Commons, thntgan ahould shink it worth while
to propose its health at all [laughter) As T:u Liave callod
upon me to return thanks, 1 do so because 1 adhere to the
first teaching of my sehool-boy dayn—' Obedience from &
wouso of duty.’ It i3 perfectly frne that I do not stand Thera
a8 anold friond of Sir James Brooke, It happened that
beisg much nbroad b tha timeto which he lisa alluded, I
:l‘f‘m“'! heard his name, until & gentleman ia the House

to me ! call me p an

The Gaogrn%bicnfﬂocmﬂjln me compliments! Am I not
agrest maa? I wish 1 fortune, and then they should
see that I deserve somethiug. At present my sphere,
though 1 am well coutent with it, is very cramped, With
more foriune, I would come home, and return to this field
and finish it, aod that would bo a solid monument of fame,
for it would rest on grounds which reflection approves.”

Later, writing to Mr. Templer about the Chinese

war, be snys ;—

w0 [ ghoold greatly lave liked to have beon dashingly am-
loyed, or usefully ; but to have joined the foet en amateur,
inmy uature. As for priva-

withost sometbing to do, is not J
it, I nm too proud to dirty my

teering, though I talk sbout it, Ly
bands with snch & trade, Do let me tell you, however, that
thie China war, in my opinion, is just and politic, The more
we, submit—tha more wo trexi—the more we aro bullied.”
But in o letter to Mrs. Breoke, from Singapore, in
April, 1841, he sketohes his own views and charac-
ter more smply thau elsewhere :—
 Had I been other than I am, bad Isought for wealth or
nggrondisement, I should nevor have obtained the Lold 1
huve on the patives ; aod now that it is obinined, if sell was
the moving ple, I might gain ing, but no real
benefit. would neerue to the uatives, I msy be, my mother,
my own enemy, but L uever will be an enemy to the human
race, or to the numerous inbes who look to me for aid 1
will never desart the Ipriuuiplea 1 hove cherished in sooret
through my whale life, that any paltry personal wealth is
searcely worth the seeking, save asa means, and thut to de-
vote n life to its sequisition i3 inimical to the higher virtues.
1should like to ba wealthy, hutmy present veynge finished, I
reed tio great yearly income to make me s happy as I can
be. I biave resouross in books, in my pen, and wy ons,
1love clildren sud flowers, I love natura in every phase,
“and with all thess objects 1 cau never mant for s moderate
share of content ; and with your sociely, that of my sisters,
and a few rational friends, 1 can scarce wish for more.  This
is taking the future in the quietest light ; but I trust there
mny be marked out formes more useful existeuce—an exist-
ence which will enable me to lay my Load on my pillow, and
sy I have dune somethiog to better the condition of my ﬂiml.
and to deservo their applaose, Thair applause I do not seek
particularly, but to deserve the commendation of and
1l men ias etimulus to parsue the path of goodoess

his selection for that office was with
‘the principles which were understood to regulate
the choice of civil servauts of the Crown in our
colonial possessions, Some further correspondence
passed, and Mr. Herbert withdrew from it, inti-
mating that he bad appealed to the Go t to
institute an inguiry into the matter, and therefore
“that he could not enter iuto controversy on whot
would sgain be a subject of discussion before Par-
liament.

We will now quote the editor of the letters, who
thus ts for their publicati

4 Wlen, however, the partinacity of Mr. Humo obtained
from the present Ministry their consent ton commission of
inguiry, ander circumatances that, on the pazt of some mem-
bers of the Cabinet, impiisd at least a distrust in Sic Jaines
Brooks, nnd when this was followed oy Lord Clarendon's
Totter of § jons to Lanl Dalliousie, to appoint commis.
sioners, conceived in such a spirit and containing such
wintements a8 evinced n feeling even deepor than distrust,
I felt I onglit no lowser to withliold a d i

and intelligence. Are these dreams, my mother? or aro
they the rational aspiratious that should guide us? 1 believae
the Inttar ; but if they be but the former, they are drenms
which you know I have long cherished, sad wl 1 will not
pact with now." X
Of course po one can find fault with the spon-
tanecus revelations of feeling made by o eon to-his
mother, But if those spontaneous rovelations are
published, it is for a (rurpm, namely, to be read
and argued from ; and it is to be hoped that Sir
James's parlinmentary advoeates will not omit to
do justice to the **ghildren und flowers " passage.
We hardly kuow to whom we should commit that
K{m of the argament, but Bir Bulwer Lytton and
., Milues are poets, and also members of Parlia-
ment, aud perhaps will see the Rajah taken care of.
But here ie a little more confidence :—
"1 To comtinue, my loved mether, lot e nsk you, whether
these views and -nﬂn\'_g‘un oot deserve the support of

whicl
rom its intrinsie trathfolness, must earry conviction ll::i

“showing the motions, feelings, aud opiaions of Sir James
. Brooke, during his enveer in Borneo, as given in oll the cou-
fidenge of friendship, enable bis to judge be-
tween him and his defamers,”

The editor proceeds to urge that when Bir
John Pakington * relieved” Sir James Brooke of
the government uf Labuon, it wae uot intended as
a demonsteation of any want of coufidence in him
on the part of Lord Derby's Government, inasmuch
as that Ministry, as a portiou of the same arrange-
ment, uppo‘iu(u him to a high ministerial office in
the Tndian Archipelago ; but the Derby Minist
reai;ﬁmd before the formulities were complete, an
her Majesty's present advisers refused to confirm the
appointment.  On the 23d of June Jast we find that
Bir Charles Wood, as President of the Tudia Board,
directed the Governor-General of Indis to issue a
commission to imsuire how far the position Sir
James Brooke holds in Sarawak is advantageous
to the interests of Great Britain, and the
letter of instructions euclosed one from Lord
Clarendon, in which the character of the in-

uiry is pointed out, Agninst the tenor of
these instructions, Mr, Tem]p!er, 03 Sir James's
fricud, protestod ; and ssveral letters passed, until
Tord Clarendon nuoouuced that o useful object
would be obtained Ly continuing the correspon-
dence. So the matter stands ; and we may as well
moution that we huve ndverted to this in the first
iustance, although the documents bearing upon the
subject are naturally latest in the volumes before
us, because we desired nt once to show the best

my ! il by placiog me in an
ensy podition, were to try the plen feiry, I

i id d it They migh o mul.um’ fal
perfeat sncorss would sttend it oy i making me
their envoy, form a commercial treaty wi‘l‘l: i.mwo“alhl
very fnct of which would ensure Borneo her independence,
andl make e the resident commissioner. Oa public grounds
these things would be highly desirable, but my share in the
tranenction wonld be greatly diminished. Whea my memo-
raudum comes home, vead it with attention, sod do work
for me ; fight, dear mamma, like & hen for her chickew, nud
do make gur relatives interest themaelves in our behall, 'ﬂluy
will be prow] of e as o relation, even now, but I will make
them even pronder yet; aod the nnmapwnln too, and
I iike them becouse § are kind-hearted aud gentle,
You koow, I waut to Be a knighs, though you Inugh at me,
Lecause Sir James woold be an immensal partant person
here, Iodeed, it is difficalt to tell you how great the nd-
vautsge would be; bat you know what I have done,nnd
ohbatever L may do, is in spite of the most adverse oircum-
stances, Ho, mamms, do stir yoursel.”

The followivg letter to Mr, Templer, dated 1841,
may have its value as conneoted with the subject
of the inquiry :— g

* You know, I think, liow grestly I hinve sorved the Rajnh
Mudn Hassim, ond the.unqualified promise be made :{u,
agreel hi' to give me the country, and to rssist the goveroment
which I thought best,  On these promisca I bought & second,

, & worlhy, good sort of mau, in lis nnrrow
way—I have no objection to mention his name, it was Mr.
Cobden—aaid to me one day, when the piracy question was
coming on, * Did yon ever look into this question ? T wieh
you would look into these papers,’ &t the ame time giving
me & bost of bovks on the w%]m. Well, I read sl theso
wondrous hlas beoks and white bogks, and I came Yrom
the parussl with & conviction exactl, the opposite to that
ot which Mr, Cobden had nrrhod.—-ur{lln the stronzest possis
ble convielion that Sir James Brooke had taken the right
courne, the anly proper course that, under the elrcumatances,
he possibly could have taken,”

The remainder of tha book is chiefly composed of
doouments bearing upon that part of the subject to
which we first adverted—the correspondence being

iven at length ; and there is un appendix contain-
ing & further examination of the pirncy charges, and
the report of the dinner we have mertioned, with
o list of the dant: The ission o
the carte alone prevents the recerd being
entirely comp It will, therefore, be seen that
into these three volumee it has been sought to throw
whatever is likely to give a favourable colour to the
character aud conduct of Bir James, and to testify
to his popularity amoug his fellow-men ; aud, while
abataiuing from comment upon the book, we may,
Enrlmgl. take credit with bim for having assisted in

is object to the best of our ability, by letting him
speak largely for himself, and by apprisiug all our
readers that in this book they will find great varie-
ties of testimonials on the part of Sir James
Brooke and several of his friends to the equally
various virtues of the Rajah of Sarawak,

vessel, aud put into her s eargo, in all costing me o great
sum ; and when I arrived lwr:‘. with many a‘ml: rr%fw
slons he took the cargo, and waa Lo give me the antimony oro |
in exchange, atn favourable but foir mte, Bo fur all went/
smooth 3 but arrived at this point, I fist obserred a slack-
npes, thew a slight shade of coolness, and thea an evident
wish to evnde all disoursion about the settlement of the coun-.
u? : and last, n messure ts try me, which went to the roin

t.Fxc‘_ cmmtr{5 It wan notling roore nor less than allowing
20 piraticsl Dyak boats, to go into the interior hers, to |
attack the Dyaks of this country. When I resisted indig-
?luﬂf this gross ‘:.m:a of our lgmmmti, he depied all

i : t hia kmowled :

reason why we at at from
tion of the nrguments in the book, or estimate of
the value of the facts it discloses,

The letters, as we have suid, begiv in 1838, and
are chiefly nddrezeed to the writer's mother, or to
the editor, whose position shall be eelf-defined :—
< 3ir J. Brooke wns my early and intimate friend,
from whose society I have derived the greatest pos-
gible ndvantage, aud to whose friendship and ex-
ample I attribute much of my succesa in life.” He
is addressed as ** My dear Jack,” and Mrs. Brooke
8s © My loved Mother.,” After the first brief fure-
well note from D poit, weo are fi d
by o long paper, drawn up by the then Mr,
Brooke, on the subject of his Borneo expedition ;
and these thicty pages will not be unacceptable to
the general reader. Some not very interesting
accounts of the merits, demerits, and s:lunblsles of
various members of the company of the ** Royalist,”
and details as to vatural and i

geof it; was no lesn certain, and
the measure his own ! Yoo must know that antimony oré js
easily aud resdily got; but though he has taken this cargo
of mios, he has delnyed giving me tbe refurn, and has wot
sllowed the natives to work the stome, Now if this wasa
European, [ should be sure he wanted to deceive me : and I
balieve this fricod is false, and thinks to wenry me ont, and
thereby cheat me, and get me away in disgust; Imt‘ho is
mintakien, I have taken my measures, One vessel, partly
full of ore, has d to or i
“Royalist” has boea despatehed to Borneo Proper to demand.
a shipwrecked orew ; and I remain here with Mr. —, and
Pater snd another, to wateh wy friend and erediter, It I
conclude that be wants to break his promise, and chest me
too—nnd there can be no surer proof than that he could give
Rﬁ'l}ie full return iu one u!:;mh,u;lnd kneﬁe me il;!e, ?II nt
wing, ney, praventing people working—if, nalsay, I
am swe of this, J will flecce him (o his t\a{iﬂd—n’u’oﬂm:?ﬁd
if he risisls, ]i'g;al it out. [ b this very much, because
iu the general cafculation of the feasibility of the plan we
reckoned the chances of sucoess sgaingt failure, and-with the
awe chauces again, mm:ﬂ. greatly ngninst sucoess, T would,
an_ the sume ground, do as I bave done; but when the
- 3 b . S

sont home, chiclly oceupy the voyage letters, and he

arrives in May, 1830; aud his first letter from

Sarawak igiu the August of that year. We will

:.l‘kllotl! it in part, as it describes the country and its
or ;—

* The seenory nt the entrance of the Sarawak is noble,
Tl peak of Sautoboug, clotied in richest verdure, rises close
to tho right bank ; strazglivg trges, mixed with clify, c':l\_am:

H

prop he 1 giver, turns at the

first step, of course all pmhnsonﬁ-lulnlnn is defeated, an
the seheme Lo no fair field. [ have done this man man;
benefits ; and if be prove false after all his
rut that mark of shame upon him thot
ighter.” .

Upon the subject of this objectionable Muda
Hassim and the autimony, we fiud some more de-
omleg- declarations :—

mises, I wil
eath world be

the summit ; a white beach, fribged wit _
and elegaot, finishes the who'e, Wi in sbundsnee,
but as shy s though they hind been fired at all their lives,
and gswo flae grey pleeons, very large, but we got none,
We dropped up the river, tnking n hasty survey, to the town
of Fuchin (or Cat Town), The distauce is thirly-five or thirty-
seven miles ; waber generally deep, Lut here pnd thers with
awkward rocks, On one of these, beiog ignorant of the
river, wo were awepk by an eddy of tide, but get off without
harm ; though had the ebh Leen running, otr position would
havo boen critiesl,  The following moming we anchored off
the town, and fired one aud twenty guns to the rajah, We
went on shore and visited bim, nud were received with
marked distineti he olways ac ing me s ‘Tuan
Besar,’ or ' gread man.” The limits of a letter forbid my
iviug you details, but I wust sy o word ul'.'ﬂnj:ll Muda
asani—s little man, mid-aged, with s plain bat intelligent
face. Heo is the uncleof the &l‘t:u! of Borneo, and virtually
the governor of the vast country Iying between Puint Dattoo
and tho north of ueo. He is o man of first-rate ability,
and very partinl to the Buglish, Sarawak, or Kuchin, is a
newly established place, and one likely to prove important in
 commercial point of view, Aotimony ore Is produced in
any quantity, Gold, tin, rattons, beeswax and birds"nests are
likewlse procured from the surrounding conntry ; and at the
placo itsolfis & white cloy, excellent Tor pipes, snd which
the Dutch would prize, o short, fn the opiniow of the
alays, it is richer than any other locality along the whole line
of const. Two days were wasted in ceremony the W
wisited us, and wo visited the rajah'’s brother, Muda
hommed, s salky sarnge. In the evenivg of the same day
Lol my winh fo be allowed to visit various places ia
Che rajah’s territory, particularly some Dyak tribes. I re
ceived bis perminion, to ofy surprise, to go to Samaraban
and Lnodo—the latter full of Dynks; Lot be informed me
that he would not answer for my sxfety going up the river,ns
x&“&‘"’p‘:&mm&eﬁll ous subjects, Ipm t00 glad
to. e stark
the ﬁnuhheuueu'niqm_':uom merning wo G

The next letter from which we shall extract is
* The Private Letters of Bir Jymes Brook

Bajah of Barawak, narmting the events of his I]f?ft&%&%& g

to the preseot tl.m!. Edlied by John U, Tewmpler, Esq.

or- next day imust decide one of these threo
things; first, whether I have the absoluts and uncontrolled
power ; secoud, whethor e makes & fair armangement to re-
pay me sll my money and expenses ; and thirdly, whether. 1
whall attack him, ond toke ll and everything he hos, and ba
off. The* lex talionis’ is an alternative only in cose of ex-

trome neeessity, and when it becomes apparent that he has
beew, and is, clieativg and deceiving me, I give you leave,
dear Jack, to axk what are the oapabilities of this country,
and how [ ata to support the expenses till the capabilities
are developed. I think I have before told sou, that anti-
mony ore is the staple commodity of this rivar. The anti-
mooy ore I shall retain in my own hands,and by ing &
monopoly of it in the Buropean markots, lim rice will nover
sink below 10w, & owt., and will probably bo higher. By this
ore I ehall derive & revenue of £1,800 or £2,000 a year, olear
of expensea of carrioge, duty, comniission, ke 'l'l'nn is
besides a considerable quantity of gold, and the immigrutien
of Chiness will increase that quantity, so another branch

trade will be open, as well s small quantities of bees-wax,
birds' uests, aud the like ; by these extra profits, 1 propose

Loy pus gt o

LR &, P y,
m‘i”{dﬂ; thie trad dwitll 1! o t VLIIinh will i
ore, oes arc moderate, an it bave 1m; s
for the first year, Hach yearwill, hnngfar. add tn’lwl'ﬁ:h
gration of the Chinese, and to the growth of rice, which the
country is well ‘calenlited for ; and after the fret year I shall
put & rico tax on the Dyaks and Malays, and either a rice or
gold tax oo the Chiness ; all this being in prospectus, I will
uot dwell upon.”
A lurge portion of the volumes is devoted “to the
Dyak question, and Sir James's latters are all confir-
matory of the cenviotion g!;}uh the House of Com-

of those for whose destructinn the * head money”
wasdemanded and received. This part of the beok is
gtirring and interesting, and will probably be read
by numbers who do not greatly care whether the
Bajah was a trader or not; important as the ques-
tion'is when regarded in connection’ with British
policy. ', We shall not linger over s summary of a

parrative which most persons will read in ezfenso



