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.| separated the hesd from the body, which quivered for a
[ while on the sand,”

The Morning Chronicle (London),
Thursday, April 12, 1855

FRANK WILDMAN'S ADVENTURES ON
LAND AND WATER.

Frank F¥ildman’s Adventwres on Land and Water.
London : Geo. Routledge and Co. i
We have perused the adventures of the hero of
this story with much pleasure, and can recommend
it without hesitation to the novel-reading public.
The style of the book is excellent, and the descrip-
tion of men and things is sketohed off with
apparently a practised hand. We are presented
with & view of piratical life along the American
coasts and eouth of Cape Horn, until eventually we

obtain an introduction to the Dyaks of Borneo,
The book also contains an interesting account of
the amusements of the Juvanese, and some spirited
descriptions of the customs of that people, which
:I;luy prave gthrﬁctive to {.hofse who would not waste
eir time in the perusal of a mere work of fiction,
‘Malay |

The following account of the operations of a
enchanter, who has undertaken the punishment of
an uunruly alligator, may serve as a fair illustration
of the author’s powers of delineation ;—

“ The magician lost no time in loug preparations, for, nd-
vencing along the sand bank, insuch wise that he always
kept ten or twelve paces of dry ground between himseltf and
the water (and he had chosen ebb time for this ceremany),
he uttered a long-drawn peculiavly yelling or shmll ery, and
then began singing n low monetonous song, to which hie beat, |
the time with his hands. From time to time he repeated |
the cry, whioh quivered with the raost peculiar effect ucross '
the water, and then be bowed his head to east and west and |
commenced lis incantation anew, There was a movement ;
in the water—a couple of dusky bodies emerged; they lay .
like pircos of charred wood on the surfnce, and drifced ‘
slowly up without any visible mpvement, Others came up |
froea the other side, opposite the willow swnwp ; four or five
raised themselves slowly from tha depths, and every time |
that the peculiar cry was heard it almost seemed ss if these
dark bodies were held by wires, for they moved forwards
simultaneously as long as the cry lasted, and wheu it ceased
they fell back more and more into their old position. It
was evident that the man exercised an extraordinary, and at
the firat blush inexplicable, influence over the animals, for
they unmistakenbly obeyed bis call, then gradually ap-
proached the beach, and lay there drawn up in rank and file,
and ns if waiting fuither orders, with their heads projecting
above the water, while here nnd there some very lavge brute -
raised half its harnessed back above the surface of the
water, But the old enchanter was not disposed to initinte
his audience immediately into the arcan« of his proceedings, -
for ke now began a slow and solemn dance before the brutes,
commencing with the last in sight, and while the spectators
drew unearer slowly and timidly, to understand the words
which the enchanter muttered rather than sang, he appeared
to pay no further atteation to them, but devoted bimself ex-
olusively to the alligators, Frank did not undorstund a sylie-
ble of the whole iucantation. Tji-kandi, however, who
drow as near the magician as he could, which infrivgenient
of regulativus was conceded as the European was stunding @
by his side, explained to him that the old man was praising
ail the virtues and qualities of each individual animal, and
telling them that Allal was satistied with them, and would
allow higsun to shine npon their backs, and that they should
remain such respectable, temperats alligators, and not let
themselves be seunced by evil examples, though he would net
mention sny name. ‘ You are the best” hesang, as he ;
walked up to & tremendously large fellow, who Iny there with ;
half-closed eyes, aud looked up sleepily at him, ‘ You are
the best of all ; you keep them in order, and I kuow that
you nssisted my son against the vagabond whom we killed
last year,’ * You are still young,’ he then continned, ad.’
dressing another, * but 1 fear no good will come of you; r
have heard bad things about you—very bad. Repent, repent.”
¢ Aud you are good too,’ he sang to the otbers, * and shall
have presents, which your father will bring you—hul, eb,
hu! And the lengthened yell again sounded over the
waters, 0o that the beasts held up their beads and looked
around ; it seemed as if it came from every quarter at once,
But now the dance assumed a different character—it became
more animated and expressive, and was executed nlmost
exclugively round a rather large alligator with a remarkably
broad head, which lay with nearly half its body projecting
from the water,and regarding the old man with its glistening,
cunning little eyes : this was the eriminal, and the magicinn
pow expressed bis opinion sbout the brute’s conduct in uu-
sparing terms. Good Allah ! how he nssailed the alligator—
for this was not the first lapse from virtue ; twice already,
once for a well-founded suspicion, the second time caught
in the very act, the animal had heen reproved, and warued
of the inevilable consequences of such conduct ; but now
the mensure of its iniquities was full, and punishment must
ensue. The olligator, as if it understood the conversation,
and was certainly tortured by an_evil conscience, first raised
ity gigantic upper mandible, and shut it again, as if it was
troubled by enmui; but gradually it commenced to retire
slowly into the water—it did mot feel quits comfartable at
this summing up. The cld man scarcely perceived the
movement, for be had not telken his eye off the nnimsl, ere
he agaio uttered bis huh-i-uh, far more piercingly than on
any previous oooasion, and the crocodile lay gniet and im-
movable. The old mannow made asign, and several Malays
with baskets came up, and brought food for the crocodiles—-
for one a piece of meat, for another a fish, for a third a lump
of rice, and it was, in fact, a regular feast, For the criminal,
however, a special dainty had been prepared, which con-
siated of & large pieco of meat, with a powerful shark-hook
concenled in it. This the old magician himeelf took—and
this portion of the incantation was natural enough—to the
broad-headed eracodile, and first costing & large lump to his
neighbour, to excite the animal’s appetite, he then offercd
him the hook. Meat and hook disappeared together, nnd
the up-raised arm of the enchanter was the sigual for the
Malays to give aslight poll ot the rope to which the hook
was nttached, The old monstood by the bens’s side, and
when the captured brate began to peroeive that it had swal-
lowed something out of the common, and grew rentless, he
recommenced his locture, told the other crogodiles to notica
how they could witness with their own eves the consequences
of disobeying Allah’s commands, and then let go of the rope
with a peculiar cry, very different, howerer, from the pre-
ceding. In asecond, some twenty Malays were hauging on
the rope, and the immense eapturad brute, so suddenly torn
from its native element, lashed the water with its tail, and
made & furious noige. Butit was of ne nw.n!, the hook was
secure ; nnd the old man, quite forgetting his former solemn
movements, jumped to the head of the alligator, and drove
his khris into its throat ; then retiring, he left the animal to
be despatched by the others, who soon with thoir daggers




