The Morning Chronicle (London),
Thursday, January 3, 1856

v
LITERATURE.
e )
A LADY'S SECOND JOURNEY ROUND THE
' WORLD.

A Lady’s Second Journey Round the World, By
IoA PreireER, In 2 vols, Londou: Longman
and Co. -

There is something really startling in the very
title of this work, ' One journey round the world
wo should have thought sufficicnt to satisfy the
most ardent lover of traveliing, espeoially when
the journey appears to have no other motive than
ourios'ty. The organ of * locomotion™—we ‘beg
pardon of Gall and Sparzheim for thus naming ‘one
of theorgmm-—muat,howaver,be exceediagl): l‘argely
developed in Madame Ida Pleiffer to have induced
her to attewpt a secoud voysge round the globe.
We are heartily glad again to welcome the ad_veu-
turous lady, and rejoice with her on her safe grrwa?,
after envountering dangers of no urdinary character.
In her present tour Madame Pfeiffer has penevrated
countrie: and visited tribes of ‘whorm but little is
known to the civilized world ; and the narrative of
her progress nnd the description of the strange
geenes and people which she witnessed make up a
most interesting and cbarming work of travel.
Leaving Loudon in 1851, Madame Pfeiffer pree
ceeded to the Cape of Guod ope, thence {0 Borneo,
Java, Sumatra, Celebes, Ceram, the Maluccas,
and other of the Dutch East Indian possessions
thence away to Califorvia, Panawma, Peru, Equador,
the United States, and back to England. Since
her first voyage rouud the world, Madame Pfeiffer
has visited Tceland, Scaudinavis, and the Holy
Land ; and there would appear to be now no part

e world on which sho has not set
foot, nnd with the inhabitants of which she has
not made herself acquainted. The most interest.
ing portion of the work of this lady is that which
is occupied by her adventures in the Indian Archb
pelago. Perhaps the most novel and interesting
of Madame Pfeiffer’s adveuture

or country of th

s wang among the

Battnkers, some wild and savage tribes inhabiting
the interior of Sumatra. Arrived at a place called
Muara-Sipougie, the fair trpveller was warned of
the danger of peuetrating further into the interior,
among the cannibale who had recently had their
tastes for white flesh whetted by three missionaries,
who had shortly beforo paid them a welcome visit,
Nothing daunted by the statement of the perils
swhich she would have to eacounter, she coutrived
to have all the regents of the surrounding villages
sent for, in order to confer with them ou the sub-
jeot of her intended visit i~

“ In the evening we st in solemn conclave surrounded
by regents, and by a great orowd of the poople, for it bad
been moised abroad far sud wide that here was a white
woman who was about to venture inte the dreaded country
of the wild Dattakers, Regents and people all concurred
in advising me to renounce so perilous a project 3 but I had
tolerably well made up my mind on this poiot, and I only
wanted to be satisfied ss to ome thing, namely, whether it
was true, 88 many travellerd asserted, that the Battakers
did not put their victims out of their pain at onoe, but tied
them livieg to atakes, aud, cutting pieces off them, cousumed
them by degrees with tobacco amd srlt. Tae ides of this
slow torture did a litt'e frighten me; but my hearers s
gured e, with one acgord, that this was ouly done to
those who were regarded as oriminals of a deep dye, and
who had been on that socount condemned to déath, Pri-
gouers of war are tied to n tree and beheaded nt once;
but the blood is carefully preserved for driuking,
and sometimes made ‘imto & kind of pudding with
boiled rice. The body is then distcibuted; the ears,
the nose, and the sules of the feet nre the exclusive

property of the Rejsh, who has besides & claim on other

portions, The palms of the hands, the soles of the feet, the
flesh of the head, and the hesart and liver, are rr.okoneq

peouliar delicacies, aud the flesh in peneral is roasted aad
eaten withsalt, The Regents nssured me, witha certrin
air of religh, that it was very good food, and that they had
not the least objection to eat it. The women are not
allowod t take patt in thesegrand public divners. A kind
of medicinal virtue is seeribel to the trees to which pri-
soners bave been tied when they have been put to death,
and the stem is usually cut into sticks five or aix feet long?,
earved into figures or arabesques, and decorated with human |
hair ; aud these sticks are taken 3a the hand by people who ‘
go to visit the sick, or when noy medicine is to be given.”
How Madame Pfeiffer farel ou her journey, avd
the numerous incidents which she met with in her
enterprise, we must refer the reader to the work
itself; but as there may be rome who are anxious
to know something of the Battakers, and who may
not have an opportunity of perusing the work
itself, we will give one or two extracts, The first
village met on the road was :—
“ Bipirol lies in & small smooth valley. Hers is the last
coffee plantation under the superintendence of a native
writer., I happened to arrive just as the coffoe was being
delivered, and this gave me an opportunity of seeing a great
number of the peoplo. Their appearanve Was Dot prepos-
sessing ; their faces were of ‘the same typo as the Maluys,
but sctually vglier, and the females exoossively diminutive,
TIn the clegant ort oo of filing and blackenivg their teeth
they have obtained such proficienoy, that they are able to do
what o ight seem impossible—to render themselves miore
frightfol then nature has made thew, Thoy were very
geantily attired, extremely dirty, and all bad their cheeks
puffed cut with the siti they were chowing, and were spitting
right a~d left among, or nt least otose lo, the coffee beans
that lay spread ont. By way of amusing their leisure, toor
they wero occupying themselves wi'h huating for vermin
on the heads and elothes of their children, who, covered ag
they were with horrid cotaneous eruptions, were playing
and pelting each other with the coffee beuns,”
Donan was the next village arrived at, and—
 Hero ] arew, u8 actora say, such very full houses, that
is to say, my hut was so throngel, that I cou'd not tell for |
a lopg time who were to be wmy follow-lodzers ; but at length
I had the ploasure of discoveriug thit tho other inmates
wora a nearly dying man and—e murderer! The latter had
killad ~re of his neighbours in a fit of jealousy, and was
to be baheaded for it in two daysio the bazasr. Helay on
thogr uid naked, aud fastened to a post, his feet being
drawn through o block ; and he was behaving almost like a
madman, lsuzhing, weeping, and screaming aiternately, nnd
dashing himself wildly from oune side to the other. It wesa
horritls sight ! The sick person was a youth of eightcen
years of nge, who also Iay on the ground, without mat or
covering, though ho appeared to be in Lhe last stnge of con-
sumption, and had dreadful fits of coughing, Unfortunately
I could do nothing Tor the poor fellow, having neither medi-
¢ine nor anytbing else with me.”
The oustoms of the inhabitunts are very graphi-
cally told in the following :—
* The next doy slso I was obliged to pnss in Donsn, for
the Rajab, who was cominally nnder tha protection of the
Dutoh Government, assured me that without his escort I
could not venture iuto the country of the wild Battakers,
now only a fow miles off, He would go with me, be said,
and nse his persousl influence with the Rajab, with whom he
was acquainted, to secure my safety. Iu pursuance of this
friendly resolution, he titst slaughtered o buffule-calf in my
houour, to secure the patronage and favour of the evil spi.
rits—who, if they were offended, mighi oppose insurmount.
able obstacles to our undertaking—to induce them to refrain
from increasing the perils of our journey.
¢ Early in the morning be paid mo a visit, attended by
some dozens of women snd givls, mostly his relatives. They
defiled before me in a profouudly humble attitude, bending
down, nud shadiug their faces with their hands—-the mode
of salutation, I was told, for ioferiors fowards persons
of rank. Then they sat downa on the ground at the back of
the hint, and took out of scme protty plaited baskets a quan-
tity of airi that was intended for my delectation. ‘
** The girls wore from ten to fifteen leaden ripgs in their
ears, and Liad also the upper part of the cartilage pierced and
decorated with & button, ora string of glass beads ; but when
they marry, I was told they have to lay aside all these trin-
kets, Tho girls huve their bosoms covered, the masried
womon mostly bare, and both women and gicls twist their
bair up into a kuot, putting  straw oushion under it to in-
srease its apperent mass, What is rather perplexing, too,
;he gentlemen wear it just @8 long, and twist it up in the

- m

iame manner a8 the ladies; they have no beards, and they

l 1

 wenr tho parang, their only garment, fastened round theml
| mostly in the same manner. Fpkbunulel! they, If‘“' ‘_h°.a
" most part, stick on a straw cap, or twist 2 hnud.dfetg};let ;
round their heads, snd by this sigd oue mey recoznise the .
! superior sexe _ o e
1 ¢ Many of the pitls ware of considerable embanpogn ' 8}1
" were only young ladies by oourtesy, @8 they tza.d, in fact,
; passed their yoush, slthough, as it appeaved, without enter-
 ipg the conjugal stale ; & circamalanco to be accounted for
from wives being purchasablo articles here- _
| * .The purposa of the Iajab’a visit was to invite me to the
| golemn slaughtering of the buffalg-calf, aud L soon accom-
|| panied kim and his ladies fo bis hut. The ceremony began
.| with » wild dance, pecfo rmed by the Rujab’s son, a youth of
and ss every one desired- to witness the pas seul
' of the youag chief, tho hut soon becamme 8o full that there
, | a3 no moving, It was whispered about, prob'nbly.t? flatter
the young man, that he was potaessed by an evil spirit ; and
as il he wished to justify the opiuion, his dancing becime
even more and more fost and furious, notil et last he faicly
fell down exbausted, Then aunother took his place j but this
was an inferior performer, who did not enjoy the advautsge
of demoniacal posseasion, and he soon retired, for the Rujah’s
gon sprang up syain, and rocommenced his mad exhibition
to the acco npanimsut, ae before, of s kisd of uproarious
music. A bowl filled with noboiled rice was then presented
"I to Liim, aud he raised it severel times above his head, as if
he wished to offer the contents to the spirits, or beg their
blessing upon it, Then he took a emall portion and fung.it
into the air, and after that he rushed out of the hut, scatter-
ing the rice a8 he went, and at last poured the remainder
overthe buffalo-calf, which lay on a sort of seaffuld, bound,
und ready to be elaughtered, .

' After thia the prince retarned to the hot and continued
his extrantdinary kallet d'action until he could no longer
stand, and fell exbansted into the arms of the much
speotators. Thereupon the calf was glnin, cut into many
.| tittle bite, nnd for the most part distributed anong the
people ; and the liver was politely put apide for me, and in
"| the evening presented to me ; but, upluckily, it bad been
rossted till it was as hard zs a stone, and quite uneatable,
sothat I had szain to content wysell with rice and salt,
ulihough the eall had been Lilled expressly to du me

bowour.”
Heve is a description of a chief of thegbialay

+ ! eighteen;

priests :—

o ThélfHIAF] ohief pricst camein grand state o pay his
respects, nnid certsioly he did astonish us with his finery.
He wore a long robe of rose-coloured silk, and over it
another of white gauzs, trimmed with three broad flounces,
‘The slseves were also full-trimmed with lace. Ta complete
thiy costume, which avy European lady might have gone to
a ball in, this rever end persouege bad a man’s white waist.
coat and a belt, in which were stuck some saperb weapons,
Healvo had on o white turban, and over it a large lage veil,
that fell down and half covered him, Altogether, I never
saw such an absurd-looking fellow ; and when the laca veil
was thrown back, and & young and bentdlesy face appeared,
I should certainly, had he not been announced as the high
priest, have had considerable doubt whather we had’ before
us a lady or a gentleman,”

Among the amusements of the natives of the
island of Sumatra cock-fighting appears to be a
great favourite :—

“ Near the bazaar I noticed a spnoe enclosed with palingr,
and sheltered by a roof thatched with leaves, Thie it seoms
was & place set apart for cock-fights, oue of which edifying
entertaiuments was now going on. A dense erowd of people
wanstanding ronnd it ; severalfights bad alrendy taken place,
and betting was proceeding with greal snimation, To my
astonishment, too, these wratched destitute-looking creaturea
were not betting doits, but Spanish dollars ; and I was told
that the sums squandered in this way by men that you wonld
reully take for beggars, would be sufficient to keep them snd
their fumilies in comfort and pleaty. The preparations for
the combat, and the maunerin which the poor animsls are
excited to anger, are the same &8 in Java; but I noticed
that biere eachiproprictor of a cock kept making the mott
hotrible grimaces ond threateniog movements with the handa
and feet during the fight, aad that one of them was continus
ally blowing, which both spectators and bettors took much
amizs, 8o that there arose a general yurmur about it. In
about & minute one of the cocke left the field of battle, and
the other was declared the victos ; but hie felt down and died
even before the vanquisked one, Other cocks were imme-
diately brought to replace these victims, and the sport pro-
oseded. Half the dny will these men, smongst whom were
more Malays than Battakers, continue thia brutal aad disgust-
ing kind of gambling, und lose at it, as I have said, suts that
would be sufficient fur their ample maintenance. Its great
prevalence at this place may be accounted for from the num-
ber of Malays."”

The Wizard of the North might learn something
lfrom the performances of the pleight-of-hand
'natives of Tangerong. The close of an entertain-
ment got up for the edification of Madame Pleiffer
is thus described i~

44 The olose of the entertainment, the performance of the
Hercules, was really curious in its way. Ho appeared with
nothiog on but a pnir of drawers ; and a cord was passed
round his neek, and with this his bands and arms were so
firmly tieg behind bim that he could not make the smallest
movement. He game to us to have the knots examined,
and then he orept under n high covered basket, beneath
which various garments were placed ; and after the lapsa of
a few minutes the basket was lifted up, aod the Hercules
made his appearance, completely clothed in them; then be
crept sgain under the basket, and came out without them,
but holding the cord with all its knots fast in his hend, and
&0 forth, All this would of course have been nothing in a
theatre, where assistance might bave been given bim ; but
this was in o meadow, where no assistance was possible, One
of the gentlemen present offered him twenty-five rupees for
his mystery, but he declined the offer.”

We regret that our spage does not admit of our
giving soveral other most interesting passages
which we had marked for quotation, The extracts
which we have given, however, will convey a fair
notion of the character of the work,
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