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Y. 7THRSCRAP-BQOK COLUMN. =
A 4ToveH OLD WOMAN" AND THE CANNIBALS,
;}Aﬁadamé Tds Peiffer, in her Second Journcy Reund
the' TWorld, travelled in Suniatra, and found hersclf ing
ring of Cennibals, whom she jocosely tamed. ‘Sixe says:
—_(CMore than eighty armed men stood in the pathway,;
‘and barred our passage, and before We wera awire of
i, their spearmen had formed a circle round me, and
shut me in, looking the while indescribably. terrible
| and savage. - They were tall robust men, full six feet
{ higli; their features showed themost violent agitation,
-gnd their huge mouths and projecting teeth had really
JnoYe resem to the jaws of a wild .beast than to
anything human. 'I'hedy yelled -and made a dreadfal
1 notae about me, and had I not been in some mcasure
familiar with such scenes, I should have felt that my
| Jast hour was at hand, At first I sat down on a stane.
| thet Jay near, endeavouring to Jook as compusid and
-confidential 23 I conld ;' but some Rajahs then came
up to me with very threatening looks and gestures, and
_gave ma clearly to understand that if I did ot turm
g:ak they would kill and eat me, Their words, indeed
I did not comprehend, but their action left no mwatter
doubt, for they pointed with their knives to my throat,
'| and gnashed their teeth.at my arm, moving their jaws
| es if they had them full of my flesh. Of'coursc, when
| Tthought of coming among the wild Battakers 1 had an=
| ticipated something of this sort, and I had thercfore stu=
died a little speech in the language for such an occasiong
I knewif I could say anything that would amuse them,
and perhaps make them laugh, I would have a great
advantage over thom, for savages are quite Lo chile
, and the merest trifle will often make them friends,
T got up, therefore, and patting one of the most violeng
who stood mext me upon the shoulder in a iiiendly
_manner, said, with & smiling face, in a jargon ha.]%
| Malay and Batteka, ‘ Why, you don’t mcan to
aay you would kill and eat & woman, ﬁed{dly suchk
an old one ns I am! I must be very hard and toughs
' And I also gave them by signs and words fo under~
stand thet T was not at all afraid of them, :nd was
ready, if they liked, to send back my guide nd go
with them alone, if they would only take me as far ag
Eier-Taro. Fortunately for me, the doubtless very
odd way in which I pronounced their langnage; and
‘my papfomime,. diverted them, and they began tor
laugh, Pe;ifzga, also, the fearless confidence that I:
-manifested made & good impression ; they eoficred me
their hawds, the circle of spearmen opened, and rejoics.
ing not a little at having escaped this danger, I journ-’
neyed on, and reached in perfect safety a place called’
‘Tugala, where the Rajah received me into his house.’




