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" THAMES—YESTERDAY.

the ship' Limehouse, lying in the London Dock, ware
brought before Mr. Selfe, charged with deserting the vessel
and rafasing to proceed to sea; E

|~ Captain . John Chester, the master of the Limehouse
stated * risomers & art of ‘his " oraw, . and.
und by the agreement

that'the pritoners ®ornued
camse from Caleatta, and tlisy were
to return ‘to that place. He had done all in his power to
make the Ladoars comfortable,

| them with shoes, and advauced them a few shillings each,

and he had also directed -them to select any clothing they
thought proper at a slopseller’s, -and send the goods on
board with the bill and he would dischargeit, He had
also given them tobacco, and provided a stock for the voys
age. Notwithstanding all this, they declared they would
not proceed on the voyage unless they had money, which
he refused o give them, because he knew if he gave them

it in the indulgence of senanal gratification, and he should
not see them again for several days. ’

Mr, Selfo: It is- quite out of the question to give them
money here which is not due to them.

Captain Chester gaid the men had been absent from the
| ship since Wednesday morning, and said they would rather
go to prison than return to. their work unless meney was
given. to them,

Mr. Selfe said he would not indulge the Lascars in their
wishes by sending them to prison. They must go back to
the ship and work, If he:sent.them to prison he was
afraid that when they came out they would ke perishing
with cold or dying of hunger in the streets. Their wilful-
ness must not have its way. He inquired when the ship
would sail,

Captain Chester : To-morrow or Saturday.

Mr, Selfe : I don't want to send these Asiatic seamen to
pricon’if I can help it, but if they won’t return to their
ship I have noother alternative.
msMr. Levy, an Hindostanee interpreter, explained to the
prisoners the nature of the charge, and they all said they
weuld not return to the ship unless their demands were
gatisfied. . . .

Mr. Selfeasked if the men had any reason tobe discon-
tented, and the captain replied in the negative, They were
very contented and subordinate on boax;d_,ghip,,

Mr. Selfe observed that one man, a Malay, who conld
izp‘e;k English, and who stood first, appeared to be the ring-
eader, : A

Captain Chester said that was so.

were acting under the direction of the Mala
what was called a sea cunny, and could stee:
Mr. Selfe said the Malay was misleading the other men,
and lre must make an example of him. He sentenced him
to one month's imprisonment and hard labour. If there
was any other rimgleader who could be pointed out, he
should be punished in & similar manner, ]

The other Lascars were then asked if they would go on
board, and

Mr. Levy said they all answered *'No,” and would have

. money.
Mr. Selfe: No, they will not, Xshall make them goon

board. : .
Mr. Levy: They all positively say they will not go on

board. -

N, Selfe, after frequent -remonstrances with the Las-
cars through the medium of the interpreter, said the inen
must be sent on board by force, on which Captain  Chester
and Mr. Levy said the Lascars were ag obstinate as mules ;
indeed, such was the obstinacy of their nature, that when
once they had got a thing in their head, mothing on earth
could shake their resolution,

" Captain Chester said he could not do without & crew, If

the Lascars would not proceed on the voyage, he must en-
gage another crew immediately, The magistrate would
have to nse tremendousforce to compul the men to goon
board ship if they had formed a resolution not to do so.

Roche, the gaoler of the court, suggested that the Las-
ears should be Jocked nup in separate eells until the after-
noon, and he did not think ke should have any further
trouble with them afterwards,

Mr. Selfe: T will niake anobher attedpt, Toll them I
shall send them to prison at once if theydo not return to

the ship directly.
fdr. vy : They say they wiil sconer have their throats
cut. . S e

OBaTINATE LASOAES.~Thirteen Lascars, belonging to.

; There were no wages due
to them until the voyage terminated. He bad provided

more than a few shillings each they would sither be speedily |
robbed of the money, or elsethey would spend the whole of -

Mr. Selfe made several attempts to shake the resoiation
of the Lascars, and they said money they wanted and money

thay would have, At length Mr. Selfe ordersd them to be

locked up in separate cells.

Sometime afterwards Lieutenant-Colone! R. Marsh
Hughes, the secretary of the Strangers’ Home, in courss of
eraction at Limehouse, for Asiatics, South Sea Islanders,
and Africans, waited upon the magistrate, and said he was
happy to say that the whole of the Asiatic crew of the ship
Kenilworth, abandoned by their late owner, a bankrupt,
had been paid their wagesin full, and he had shipped the
last batch of them that morning,

Mr. Selfe said the public was much indebted to Lieut.-
Colonel Hughes for the interest hehad taken in the Lascars
of the Kenilworth, and there was no doubt he had saved
them from becoming vagrants in our streets, and falling
victims to the rigonrs of an English winter, so unsuitable
to Asiatic constitutions. The Magistrate then gave Lieut.-
Colonel Hughes the history of the Lascars belonging to the
Limehouse, and said he should be obliged if the gallant
officer, who had so much experience in theso matters,
would see the Lasears and use his influehce with them.
He thought that persuasion wag better than force.

Lisutenaut-Colonel Hughes willingly undertook the task
assigned to him, and said that nothing could be more inju-
rious than to give morey o the men. :

The Lascars were then bronght out of their cells into the |
gaoler's room, and Lieutenant-Colonel Hughes conversed
with them in their own language for half an hour, and re-
monstrated and argued with them with considerable ability,
but all to no purpose. -

On the return of Lieutenant-Colonel Hughes to the jus-
tioe reom, he said the Lascars would not listen fo reason,
and had evidently been misled. They wanted three months’
pay in advance, It wasin vain he told tham there were
no wages due to them until the voyage terminated ab
Caloutta, and that everything they wanted was

previded. He had also offered to give his own
personal security for the payment of their wages ab
Caloutta, He had recently shipped some Lascars on board
another ship. The magistrate could form no conception of
the trouble e had with them, and after he had succeeded
in'persuading & crew to join their ship they ran away again
a.ng proceeded to Liverpool. It would really be an act of
merey towards Lasoars, if an act of Parliament was passed
to compel masters of ships to keep them on board ship
while they were in English ports, If they came on shore
they were either robbed or-made the "dupes of designing
persons, who induced them to demand money of the cap-
tains or persuszded them to desert.

Mr. Selfe said the object of punishment was example,
and it would be useless to punish the twelve Lascars by
way of example, Their companion and ringleader had left
the court with an sir-of a martyr, and the rest would do
thesame if he sent them'to prison, He scarcely knew
what to do, There was no reason to suppcae the men were
badly treated, and the captain appeared to be a humane,
cﬁnsidemte man, and was: willing to disburse money for
them. 3

After a long disoussion the twelve Lascars were locked
1p. Atsix o'clock in the evening, when the other busi-
1038 was - disposed of; they were again _brouglf/ before 'the
nagistrate, when Roche stated that ten of them had re-
ented, and were ready to.return to the ship. ,

Mr, Selfe was glad the ten Lascirs were behaviog like
wise men, and hoped they would have a prosperous voyage,
ind the eiptain would be kind tothem. Ho then endea-
roured to persuzde the other two to follow the example of
their shipmates, but could only succeed witfione, The
yther was remanded to prison till Saturday, but previous
:0 his leaving the court said if the captain advanced him twe
jovereigns he weuld go back to the ship. o

Captain Chester: 1 cannot make nn exception with him
st nﬁ Tf I did the other men would not return to the
ship without £2 each. .

Ay, Selfe said the captain was quite right, and after
iending the 11 Lascars to the ship in the charge of ‘Police-
sonstable Mills, No. 306 K, remanded the 12th man to prison
antil Saturday, hoping by that time he wotuld be in a better
‘rame of mind.




