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REVIEWE OF BOORS. .

hog? . .
Quepan; %‘5{ Srray, LEAVES FROM A JOURNAL IN
Mavavay Wikrers, By C

, ‘aptain  O$BORNR.N.

Longman, Bat¥rnoster-row.—This is a¥ery dfausing,
narrative of a midshipman’s exploits twenty years aco,
in tne Eastern Archipelago. The country, of} ?
was laid claim to by the_Siameése, ‘and their’ claim
being duly recognised by England, “séme ships of war
were appointed to enforc; it. Ca.ptaiél (ilsborn, then
& midshipman, was placed in command of a gan:boat,,
which tflﬁg‘"'&eems' tom"have ~handled~with "‘exg]_::e;rki?l%asj :
His style of writing.is*agreeable;vand the volume may
be pronouncéd-gntertaining and:lively.

Tamriratns vam: ALLIGATORS a5 20

The alligators were not to be frightened, .although they
took uncommonly good” care not to“enter ints any of the
perscnal.combats 1pon . the mud which the Malaye, and
uficr them the Eoglish: sailors, were constantly trying to
entrap theminto. The numbers of. these-loathsorne brates:
to bs scen at. a .time was.extraordinary ; but whatevar
might be the:danger of falling in: with them, if'wading: of
swinmiog alode through these waters, there was no doubt "
of their being grrantcowards when fallen‘in with on shore.
Witn the rising tide, the alligators generally found. their
way up.to the edge of thejungle, and there lay among the

Youts of. the trees (which they strongly resembled), as if
wailing:-for-caitle, or wild animals, that might come down
to drink : ‘we, however, never saw them ‘catch anything
during a period-of several months. The ebbing tide would’
oiten thus Jeave the brutes several hundred yards ffom the
edge of the. water; and very much' they seemed to- enjoy |
themselves when 8o lefr, with an Indian Sun pouring down
Tpon their tough hides; and, as ifin the very height of the
dolce far niente, they would open back their hideous jaws, -
,and remain in that position for more than an hour at a
time.  As to trying to shoot them,we soenfound it 1dere ;
waste of time, as well as of powder-and ball ; for, mortslly
wounded or not, they invariably carried themselves far be-
yoad our reach. - The Malay sailors showed us how, at any
rate, we could frighten the alligators exceedingly, even if
we could not .capture them —by landing lightly equipped
with a sharp spear or boarding-pike, and thus obliging thé
reptile to make z long defour to escape being assailed. "Oc-'
casionaily I-pave seen the men, by dint of great activity,
&ct near endugh to fling their wedpons and strike the4lli-
gators i but .as in such cases they-invariably strack the
upper parz.of the back, they-might as-well have tried to
spear & rock. The natives showed the utmost indifference
o tae presence:of alligators in their neighbourhood, and,
when questioned upon the subject, asserted that in 'sals or
brackisn water, at the mouths of rivers, the alligator. was
never dangerous to man; and that it was only up rivers;:
and in marshy places, where they lived, as it were, amongst
human beings, toat they screwed ‘mp their courage ‘to 1n-
dulge in.such a dangerons luxury as eating men or wodien.
Of the enormons sirength and extraordinary vitality of |
theass reptiles, we had a pretty good preof; for one even-
ing, when  the pinnace, as usual, dropped- alongside the :
weir to take.out fish for the evening meal, the men who
weut into the * pocket ™ to see what had been caught, were:
obliged to move their legs nimbly to escape the gin-like
Juws of 4 good-sized alligator which: had got into the weir
aiter the fish, and, having devoured them, could riotescape:
The pinnace-men cheeréd with delight, and proceeded at
once 1o . capture toe prisoner. It~ was, bhowever, a good
tough job: the brate, some ten or twelve feet long, lay in -
the bottom ¢f an-enclosed space of about equal diameter;
the water was about threefeet deep, and extremely muddy,
reudered. more so-by the splashmgs and convulsions of the
animal.  Attempts were at first made to thrust ‘sharp
butrding-pikes down 'through. his . hide; ‘4nd from the
Luight the seamen stood over the creature, aud the weight
they were able to bring to bear upon' the pikes, it appeared
probable that some weak spot.would:be  found: ‘But, no;

although sometimes eight or nine powerful men pressed |

down with as many pikes, the brute did -not saffer a|
scratch ; and, ineredible as.it may appear, more than one
of uur boarding-pikes, strong asitney are, were bent in the’
ueck. It was evident. that a soft spot must be sought .for'

uader his ** calipash,” as, in imitation'of turtle, the men'|

c:lled his wpper coat of armour. Every man armed him-
selt with some weapon or other, and stirred ‘up the aili-
gator with a vengeance. He became perfectly furious; and
lashed about his tail and enapped his: jaws'in a very spite-

ful manoer : the fun waxed warmj; the “click™ of:the |

teeth as the:mouth closed, sounding uncommionly naples-'
sang, apart-from the cracking of boat-hook staffs, ‘aud other
aricles, as if. they were mere twigs.-» At last & good noose
was slipped over the creature’s head and hauled tight round
iiis neck; this enabled the seamen to administer & milti-
tade of wounds which would have let its life out bad it had
more than the usual number; Bus it was.a long timé be-
fore it was deemed sufficiently safe to- be hauled out of ‘the
weir, and towed :to one of the gun-boats'to be dissected
and skinned ; andieven then the muscular action of por-
tions of-the body; the:tail especially; wiilst being cut into
pieces, was .something- extraordinary, and denoted how
strong is the-vitality. of all this reptile tribe. I,’and others;
tusted g.cutlet-of alligator’s flesh, and although -it was not
particelarly nice, still there was nothing about it disagree--
aple: seme compared:-it.to very bad Veal cutlets; for my
part, it tasted very much as.turtle..collops would, which is
not saylog mach m its favour, - - | A
¥ -HORRID TORTURE. "l
[nchi Laa paid'us a'long visit oné evening, and, un-
svught by us; proceeded to detail fearful storles of the
cruclties exercised by the Siamese. ‘At 'the time, I gave
him eredit for mégnifyiog facts; but from other sources,
such as Jamboo, who knew 'a good deal of the Siamese
uabits, zud & Malay man'in my crew, who had served in a
Siamese naval foree equipped at Bankok, I heard sufficient
10 verii¥ ‘some 0f ‘the horrid atrocities ‘committed. Many
of their cruelties will not bear repetition; but two refined
modes of tortare [ will venture to' déSériba; and'the Inchi
assured me that some of- their unhappy countrymen .and
women had been subjected to them. One was cooking a

humen being alive: a hollow tree, either naturally-so, or

scooped out by manual laboir, was 1.ft with merely. its.
bare siem standing; into it a prisoner was pnt naked, his
hands tied beliind his -back, and a large piece of fat lashed
on s head; the'tree was then carefully coated with an
unctuous mud, to - prevent its ignitiun, or, if it did ignite,
that it might. mérely smoulder, and then a slow stead y fire
was maintaied round it, the unfortunate vietim's suffer-
iags being by these means. terribly prolonged, his shrieks
and excla nations being responded .to by the exultant.
shouts ‘¢f his executioners. Another torture_was that of
carrying the pirate or rebel down to. the banks,ef a river
where a peculiar Species of palm-tres. grows, and' choosing
a sput in the mud where the sprout’ of a young plant-was-
juast found shovting upwards, -which it does at the rate, of
several inches in twenty-four. hours, .they: would. construct
a platform drpund it, and lagh their miserable victim in a
sii-ing posture over the young tree, so that -its lance-like

point spould enter his bedy, and bring on mortification
und death by piercing the intestines—in .short, a-slow
mode of impaling.. - OF the possibility of this last torture
being performed I can: ulmost vouch; for, although not-
botanisi enough to name the peculiar species of palm-tree
which 13 uged, I have often seen it growing..both on the
bauks of the Setoue and Parlis rivers,,. . *

Captain Osborn gives the following amusing tale; as
told by the coxswaini— - : ST

..,  THE GREAT SNAKE.. . _
ing his legs, renewing his quid, and shouting to
h?.scazr':gnmtf 1 give%v:ft_v I nn_d-%eat No. 2 gun-boat, he then
proceeded to relate how, in former days, the rajahs of
Quedali were bound by a law, whenever a new king as-
cended the throne, or when ‘war was declared with another
state, to sacrifice a virgin daughter of the royal family'to
an enormous boa-constrictor, or ou]a:r— besar, that dwelt on
thz Laneavas, though it weuld occasionally visit the Malay
continent, In retarn for this delicite tribute, the oular-
besur abstained frony feeding largely on the Q,‘-‘le_dggl.ftﬂlff
confining its attention ‘to Siamese, ot .people of Merqui,
and such-like'canaille ; and it even extended its goodoffices
to watching over the homes and wives of its Malay friends;
who wera :f%iéent‘{:"ﬁdn little inpocent:eruises at'ses. In-
deed, so far'bad they succeeded 'in propitiating 'its good-,
will, thiit on'a hostile fleat “of prahus zppearing suddenly’
off this,very bay, the generous boa-constrictor!stretchied
liself across from’one. ppint of it “to, the otheras a boom,
and defiéd.all the’ efforts_ of “the~enemv- fo “eniter. -Jades
pdinted;first €0 one’horn ofi Malscca Bay and then the]
other, ‘and though they were iz couple of miles apart, I'm:
bétind to say,Fades did not blush,-as he added;. ¥ and thidt
will give you;oh! my officer, somé idea of its léngth )
coughet, and:said I :should Jike to have seen that snake's

~motheri:: My toxswain’s feelings ‘were hurt;-he-was silent, |-
uatil [ gent{ smoothed down his festhers by asking what

might have been..the end of this very at'm_a_.bla monster..
He coritinued, ©2When :Mahomet,—msy his ;tomb, exhale:
unceasingly ths 'odour of holitiess !-~sent holy men'to s{ho?r
| the peor Malays the road to Paradise, the Haggis said it
! was wrong to sacrifice, even to such a big snake, and the

The creature becamo very annoyed, snd the consequence |
| was he almost cleared thg Island of Lancavas of ifsipopulas]
tion and cattle,. All schemes failed to check its wrath,
vious sins the onlar-besar still lived, and still kept swal-
lowing up Malays, vatil the  fields ‘were left nutilled, and
the conntry was fast becoming one great forest. At last
~Allah sent selief, ay he always does to the faithful. One
;day, amost holy ma ! : s fo yiet;
Igﬂ5'1:";;'1()\?i"'1‘ej‘cl 'é"_yt't'h: word of God, arrived at Quedah; "he
.exhorted all-the psople to remain firm in their new faith,
_for some of them were backsliders, and thought of the good
old times: He pointed out to them that_ the wrath of thel
‘oular-begar'tas only a means to test their fuith; but that'
now Allah’was satisfied, and had sent him to. pat a stop to,
theic sottows.” The holy man now prayed, and all the

stroyed the prahus,” The'  holy man performed his ablu-

balancing the Koran on his head, landed at once either to
, drive the  oular-besar away or to die. 'Down came the
, snake from those ‘distant valleys, and looked wistfully at
the high-dried, tough old Arab; and the poor boa-con-
strictor no .doubt' 'sighed at the remembrance of bygone
tit-bits, The holy man spread his carpet, and began to
\\pray ; -the oular-besar wrapt him in one fold of its deadly
| grasp, and a‘shriek of ¢ God is great!’ rang in the ears of
‘his shipmates; as he disappeared down 'thethroat of the
.-monster—turban, Koran, and "all. Instead of ths oular-
besar reposing, as was to be expected, while it digested the
venerable Haggi, a violent firy seemed to seize it its
- whole body writhed in a ‘perfect frénzy, it xaised its head
high-above the Toftiest trees, its eyes flashed /ightning, and
for a few minutes the creatiire seemed upon the point of

dashing into the sea; then, with 4 'higs that made the be- | .

holcers’ blood curdle in their veins, it shot swiftly away in
the direction’ of the mountaing, ‘and. since ‘that day the
oular-besar has never been seen, and its brethren genérally
‘prefer Pigs; poultry, and game to trite believers !"—* Won-
| derful!” I exclaimed; *and 50 no. one has sver seen the
big snake since?”"—* No ene, Tuhan. The words of the
| holy man came true; for when did a Haggitell a lie ?—bus

| | some of the gold-seekers who scale those mountains you see |

in the direction of Patani, report that in a-deep and narrow
-valley, there“is to'"be séen the vast bones of & big, snake
around a long green stone, '‘which doubtless, as. Allah is
great, are the 1

“kifg's ‘detgliterawers “fot” sent- to foed “the odlar-Hagar|

‘;prayerg..wéré;aﬂ’efédw iﬁ"&l’}rt-hﬂ‘ mosques,— ‘bat-for-our pre— "

an Arab-Sheik, famous for. his piety |

the. Lancavis,—anchoring near ;thé place where we de- |

gy v

people with him; and‘theén "he took ship, and procesded to | -

-tious, said his prayers,’ put on his green turbam, and |

‘virtuous priest.”
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remains of thé oular-besar, and that mast, |



