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THE ENGLISH IN CHINA.

70 THE EDITOR OF THE DAILY NEWS,

Sir,—The subjeet of China and everything con-
nected with it heving of late prominently engaged
the attention of the British people and their rulers, I
desire to offer some remsrls on a matter of the deapest im-
portance to the future welfare of thab people, as well as
deeply involving the, credit and character of this nation in
particular, Having been o resident at one of the five ports
of China for foreign commerce during the Inst soven
yoars, and holding a very fomiliar intercourse with
the people during that period, I desire to give
through the medium of your journal, some of the xesults of
my experience, the sentiments they hold towards forcigners,
and the state and condition of forcign commerce iith that
nation as it is, and has been carried on of late years, The
facts which I intond to furnish are founded upon personal
knowledge snd obscrvation. It cemmot be denied that tho
Chinese ere, ond have been, of Iate years especially, greatly
alienated from foreigners in sentiment and fecling, moro par-
ticularly the literary and mondarin part of them ; and it aust
ke admitted that they are, and must be, the better judges of
whaotever is obnoxious and prejudicial to them mornlly and
physically, und that we are bound, in all uprightness, to accept
their testimony thereon. Itisa well established fact, that
a very largo, profitable, and illicit traffic in opium has besn
carried on with that empire by the English merchants for the
last half contury; that it has year by year been increasing,
until it at the present time amounts to the enormeus quantity
of 67 thousand chests annually ; that the East India Company
have appropriated a large portion of its richest lands for the

a rovenuo of two or three millions sterling annuslly by an
imposed duty on it in India. Theopium go raised and manu-

quantities of opium to an English firm direct into port, and
land it just like any other inerchandise; and this with the
full cognizance of the English Consnl, It is & fact that
the Chinese rulers, the laste Emperor Tou Kwang,
jn particular, exerted every means and wused all his
power and influence to exelude this pernicious drug
from his dominions, Knowing it to be highly detrimental
and injurious to his subjects, he put forth repeated
edicts for stopping its ingress, and enacted severe
penalties ngainst its introduction and encouragement.
At length, finding its evile appalling, he despatched
the late official Lin, of Canton notoriety, to that port, effec-
tually to stop the contraband traflic. The mensures which he
took were such a8 Jed fo the war with China about the year
1843, the purticulars and results of whick are matters of
- history, Suffice it to say that although that war was over-

ruled to the opening up of the present five ports of China to

foreign commerce, and our merchants and munufacturers

exulted at tho prospects of an increasing commerce with
| three or four hundred willions of Chinese customers, yet how

grievously disappointed do they seem to have beon, for, from
the accounts and statistics which ‘have been published, tho

legitimate commerce with China, in the consumption of

British manufuctures, would appear to have retrograded rather

than progressed during the lust fen yeurs, while the ille-

gitimate commerce in opium has, during this perivd, gone on

incrensing year by year to ils present large amount of five

or six millions sterling annually. : '

The British people will be led doubtless to inquire the
reason of this, The solution is obvious; for this evil trafic
carries with it, like all and every other wrong and vicious
course of conduct, its own punishment, disgrace, and conse-
quences, which, in this instance, reflect upon the nation at
large. The Chinese are and must bo the best judges of what
is moxious and injurious to themselves, and if they declarn -
or their rulers for them, that anything or course of
procedure is injurious to them and their interests,
we are bound to accept their testimony, and as English-
men and Christians, should not endeavour to act counter to
them, in foreing or tempting them to receive a prohibited

fuctured realises about ox’nbove five millions sterling in China;
itis paid for in hard cash by the Chinese, with whor & 8ys-
tem of smuggling is cavied on by the English merchants in
Ching, and this amount of specie is drained out of China
annually, and goes to India to raiso fresh supplies, The

| profits of thia trade, which are very considerable, are de-
ducted by the firms in China, nearly all of which are deeply

engaged in the traffic, One, two, or more Parsee houses

| fensive operations, These receiving ships have stout netting,

under the English flag deal exclusively in it. Tho system of
its introduction into China is as follows, Eightecn heavily
armed ships, called receiving vessecls, of from 200 to 500 tons
burden, aro stationed along the const of Chins, outside the
limits of the five ports chiefly, and theso recciving ships are
kopt well supplied with the drug, in order to get it smuggled
jnto China, by fast sailing schooners, or clippers and stenmers,
which ply regularly along the const, all fully equipped and
efficiently armed and manned by English officers, Laoscar and
falRFcrews chiefly—well trained in the use ofarms for de-

which they cover over them in times of denger and threatened
attack from mondarin or private junks. The opium is con~ |
veyed awey from these receiving ships to the merchauts’
hongs within the ports, chiefly by night or in the dusk of
ovening, in fast sailing and row boats well armed. Some-
times Chinese boats go off to these receiving ships, and

'| purchase the drug for themselves and convey it away to the

interior at their own tisk. Ihave seen large supplies lnnded !
by the boats of these receiving ships in the dusk of evening at
an English hong, and have known the steamer of the Penin-

sular and Oriental Stesm Navigation Company carry large

 their tariff; that it is a powerful narcotic poison nome can
deny, and, except as medicine, deeply prejudicial to the

drug. Opium, it is well known, is a prohibited articlein

human constitution. Can, then, the introduction of so large
a quantity as 87,000 chests annually (of from 150 to 160 [bs.
each) prove otherwise than most prejudicial, especially con-
sidering that the traffic is on the increase, and is carried on
in direct violation of Chinese law? Interested parties
may, and will, attempt to palliate its evils, but such attempts
will be duly estimated when the {ruth is fully
known, by the good somse of the DBritish publie.
I can, from @ long and personal experience of the practice of
opium smoking in Chine, amply testify to the DProtean evils
of this wretched system upon the Chinese generally, I have
much snd often witnessed the effects of opium smoking in
Chins, both iz the incipient stages of this practice as well as
in the more advanced; nnd I do not thinkthat in expatiating
upon it T can well exaggerate its evils, physically and morally,
Its effects, when first used in small quantities, are moat
fuscinating, exhilarating, and oxciting to the nervous sys’
tem, but its repetition very soon begins to tell upon the
moral energies and powers, asd & renewal ofit is abso-
|utely required, after he use of it o fow times, in order
to kecp off a state of nervous depression. Its physical effects
by continued indulgence soon become apparent by & peculiar
swarthinesa of countensuce, manifest duluess and obtuseness
of habit, with a progressive loss of flesh. In those loug
accustomed to its use, enforced abstinence from it produces
foelings of nervous depression, and a state of wretchedness
closcly allied to deliium tremena; hence there is 2
craving for its continued use,which perpstuates the habit un-
til the victim of it becomes lost to and incapable of the dis-
‘charge of the moral, social, and physicel duties of life. Often
tho vietim of tho habit, after pawning the last remnant of his
property, falls into the hands of wmerciless creditors and
obduraie mandarins, Chinese artists well and faithfully de-
pict the evil consequences of tho practice in their pictorial

illustrations,

The Chineso exist in clans, or large families, and thercis a
common home or centrefor the numerous relatives and mem-
bers of them. The putrinrchal system, as rclated in the
Bible, seanis in many respects to have been closely analogous
to the state of socicty throughout China; the obligutions
of kindred arc deeply inculested and binding upon the
Chinese nind; the sympathy and claims of one member of
a family upon another ave great, and each member thereof is
bound by solemn obligations to aid in the support of
the rest, and thus thero i3 a mutual dependenco. The
olders of the clan are the rulers of it, and ave
hold responsible for the conduct and welfare of every mem-
borthereof. This supplies the place of a poor law for China,
and in this way that vast empire i3 more easily governed by
the authorities,

It is & foct thet opium smoking is very genorally confined
to the male population—tho sinews, strength, labour, and
capital of the empire, on whom the rest of the community
depend for support : hence we must perceive, if the moral
and physical encrgies of the males be impaired and destroyed,
how much misery must beentailed on their dependents, and
how much the moral and social welfaro of the rest of the
community must be involved in the consequences,

1 have mysolf had to discharge an excellent Chinese ser-
vant simply because he was addicted to the habit,and I have
known several other residents discharge theirs under similar
circumstances, and this because they could mo longer be
trusted in nor depended on. An agent of one of tho prin-
cipal firms in China told me that he bad discharged his old
Chinese servant, and was compelled to do this, as he was
addicted to opium smoking, remarking to me that when once
the habit is formed a sorvant becomes useless. It iswell known
to medical men in China how great an evil is this practice:
the faculty at home ave well aware that the habitual uso of this
narcotic destroys the procreative powers of the male. The
Chinese manifest their abhorrence of the drug by calling it
« black dirt,” ** black poison,” ¢ foreign dist,” and other
opprobrious terms. In order still further to show the detesta-
tion with which the Chinese hold this contraband traffic, high
imperial honours and distinetions were lavished by the late
Emperor upon Lin, the Imperial Commissioner at Canton,
who, by his stringent measures to suppress the traffio, caused
the opium war about ten years ogo, snd on & recent oceasion
the highest funeral henours were awarded to him in the
Fokien province, as a testimony of a country's gratitude for
faithful services to the atate,

The victims of this vile habit often apply for foreign
medical aid at the different ports in China, in order to be
onabled to relinguish the habit and be rid of its consequences)
and Chineso charlatans and quacks aro ever ready to take
advantago of this. I have ecen numerous placards pasted
on prominent parts of the public highways, professing to
supply meaus for removing the habit, in imitation of foreign
remedies. Thus thoy profess to supply *The English re-
medy ;" the Americnn, Russian, &,

All missionaries in Chine are unenimous upon the
evils of this trafic, and represent it as the greatest
obstacle to the reception of Christianity at their
hands, and the greatest barrier to moro friendly intercourse
and commerce, When Christianity is offered to the
Chineso, they retort upon the missionary thus: * How is it
that you profess to offer us a good and better religion, while
your counitrymen force a noxious drug on us?” A Chinese
literary man, upon being lately asked what was the average
number of opiuw smokers amang the males in Chine, replied
that ho believed 8-10ths did so. The East Indin Company,
British mercbants, and the British government are respon-

 sible for having formed this habit among the Chinese, and

for still perpetuating it more and more year by year.  Seve-
ral conscientious and right-minded members of the firms in
China have long felt the opium traffic to be & sad blot and
disgrace to their character as Christians and as British
subjects, and one or more Lave professedly relinquished
their firms in consequence. A pamphlet has just been put
forth on the evils of this fraflic by Dorald Matheson, Esq.,
formerly connected with the highly respectable firm of Jar-
dine, Matheson, aud Co., in China.  Several firms in China
have scrupulously abstained from mixing up the sale of opium
with their legitimate traffic. ‘The more this traffic is in-
vestigated the greator are the evils presented politically,
| socially, morally, and religiously.—I am, &c.,
April 18, PHILO-SINENSIS.



