Daily News (London), Tuesday, April 28, 1857

REVOLT OF CHINESE COOLIES, 4AND GREAT
SLAUGHLTER.

(Trom the Singapore Straits Times cf March 2%.)
A boat arived at Singapore yesterday morning,
 huving on Loard mine of ke crew ¢f the Peruvian ship
- Carmen, wlich vessel loft Swatow with 200 Chinese coulies
for Caliao. . During the paszage dowr, the China Sea, some
timo at night, the coolies rose en sawsse, bus were driven
down below and the hasches closek. The Chincse coolies
seenred down below set fire to the ship, which was soon a
mass of flames. The cvew tock % the beats. One of the
boats arrived yesterday, but the wen were so completely ex-
~haustod by privation snd exposure (having been out ning
days withont food) that they were usable to wor
were towed into Singopore from Buddoo by a Malay
sampan. Of Pula Tingi the bout was atlocked by n_pirate
prahu, manned by three nien and a oy, whowounded soma
of the boat's crew with spears and stomes. There were fire-
arms in the boat, but no ammuniticn, and the men weze too
exhnusted to fight.

'The above information was received fiom 2 gentleman
who communicated with the Carmen's boat off Buddoo early
yesterday, ‘We expect further details during the day.

After the above were sct in types the boat reached town,
From the chief ofticer of the Caren we have obtained the
following particulars, delaying the publication of our journal
to enable us to do so.

The Peruvian ship Carmen, Captain Louis Camogli, left
Swatow on the 1st March for Callan, with 200 Chinese
coolics and the following passengers : Messs, Pedro Pereyra,
Curlo Masion, José Pioman, N, Rivera, T. Collasos, Ata-
nasin Cardamd, and M. Lisé.  On Sunday, Murch 8, when
off the Great Natunas, at about 7 ox 8 pm., the
interpreter warned the captain that the coolies meditated a
revolt, and intended to tako the ship, upon which,
as it was nightfall, the coolies were forced to go down
between decks. About three hours afterwards theinterprefer
returned, and requested thot they might be set at liberty, and
the captain endeavoured to pacify them by asking for delay
until the following day, when he would place the four ring-
loaders in irons. Next morning, between 7 and 8 o'clock,
the coolies proceeded on deck, and remained quiet until the
crew went to breakfust. Some of the coolics—thinking pfo-
bably to get possession of the ship, and that the crew would
go below to extinguish the fire—went to the forepart of the
ship and threw a quantity of burning shaw into the hold,
which fell amongst the contents of their beds (straw),
paper, and fregments of wooden boxes, which it appears
they had proviously broken up. Tho crey specdily armed, sqd
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‘they were driven below;

the codlies were forcibly driven down below. The captain first '
desired the powder in the ship to Le thrown overboard, and
then tried to extinguish the fire by closing the hatchways,
but in vain ; tho lames soon seized on every part of the ship,
affording time only to get out two boats, The captain,
officers, and crow, numbering in all fourteen, with eeven
passengers, having been able to secure a fow arms, but with-
out water or provisions, quitted the burning shlﬁ in the
Dboats, the captain proceeding in the same boat with the chief
officer, Finding tﬁera was no ssil in the boat the captain
got into the other boat, and returned towards the ship,
if possible to sccure somothing that would serve
for a sail. At this time some of the coolies
hiad monaged to force the hatchways, and weo
observed passing up the rigging, buf the mests
ahortly afterwards foll over into the sea. Just as the boat
(in which was the captain) had reached the vessel, the
Iatter went down, snd the boat must heve been taken down
with the sinking ship, as nothing was seen of the captain or
tho people in the boat, although the mate remained close by |
for nea:,‘iy four hours, The greater part of the coolies must
have been suffocated by the smoke—the whole perished,
except an interpreter, from whom the mato subsequently
ascertained that it had been arranged by the coolies to take
the ship just outside of Swatow (as was done in the case
of the ¥rench ship Anais, fourteen of the coolies who were
on board that vessel when cut off being in the Carmen),
but owing to the rough weather most of them were sea~

Bick.
In the boat with the captain there were of the crow thres
Chileans, two Italians, two Greeks, five others, and an old
man, a Greek passenger. In the boat with the mate were the
soven passengers abovementioned and four of the cxew. In
the last boat wera two baskets of sweet pototoes (the only
provisions they were ablo to seoure), & musket without am-
munition, and three swords,
The mate’s boat having no sail the shirts of those on board
ware converted into ono, and they made for Singapore, the
mearest port of refuge. Their sufferings and misery wore in-
tonse ; exposed in an open boat for nine days, without water,
and with no other food then the two baskets of
gweet potatoes and o dolphin, which they fortu-
nately caught, and most eagerly devoured umcooked, In
this pitiably exhausted and wrotched state they were cruslly
attacked, when off Pulo Tingi, bﬂ a Biratical prahu, manned
by three Malays and a boy, who threw spears, killing one
soaman and the passenger, Mr. Pedro Peroyra. Others were
‘wounded, but by dint of great exertion, in their famished and
woak condition, they managed to get away and reached Sin-
gﬁom 28 above mentivned. The survivors are mow in the
ors’ Home, except two, who, we hear, have Leon sent to
the hoaspital to be oured of their wounds,
We have written until our fingors have ached against this
inhuman traffic, but apparently withéut effect. The trade in

Duman flesh is }ifrsovcrcd in regardless of its horrors, How
much longer will civilisation allow “his digusting commerce
to continue ? i

In tho Friend of Chine of March 15, we read :

We had hoped our summary would have been complated
without the second of another coolic horrory but this morn-
ing, to our extreme regret, we find announged the arrival of
the British ship Gulnare, 1,100 tons register (Captain Ward~
rop), bound from Swatow to Havana, with coolies. The

gtance of the affair is as follows :

¢ On Wednesday,11thlinst., the Gulnare left Swatow, with
coolie passeagers for Havana, She younded the Capo of
Good Hope at 5 p.m., and then placed armed sentries fore
and aft, Nothing occurred all night. At 7.15 am. on the
following morning, the coolies in a body attacked tho
third mate and sentry in the fore part of t{e ship, The
watch at the time were washing down the poop.
The high land of Tongas a little before had been
sighted bearing N, W, about twelve miles distant. The chief
ofticer was at the time talking to tho interpreter, when the
Chinese gave one of the most horrible yolls possible to be
imagined. The captain, ofticers, and crew immediately rushed
out and rescued the third mete and sentry, who were se-
riously wounded, Tho coolies fought with fearful despera-
tion, and in some instances were fairly cut to pieces before
in fact, they returncd the fire for
some ten minutes with basins, firewood, &c., and, byan
oversight of the officers,had smuggled from the deck all the
chain hooks and axes, and concealed them below, After the
ooolies Lad been driven below they again began throwing up
at the crew basina and firewood. One pistol was fired up the
after hatchway in the direction of the poop. Finding they
could rot regain the deck, the coolies broke up their berths
end set the ship on fire in the main, mizen, and poop and
hatchways, but when the leaders in the incendiarism were
shot down, they immedintely oxtinguished the fires. The
third mate and sentry wero the only two of the crew who were
seriously wounded. ~Twenty seven coolies were killed and
wounded, ten kilied, three drowned, and fourteen wounded,
Some have since jumped overboard. The Gulnare arrived
here yesterdny at B quarter to 8 pm. The captain speaks in
the highest terms of the coolness and bravery displayed b
his officers and crew througheut the fight. The coolies speak
woll of the treatinent they have received on board, Some say
a mandarin came on board before they salled in disguise and
incited them to take the ship, It is asserted by a fow that at
the present time an agent of the mandarins is on beard, but
no one will point out the man.”

The Siugapore Free Press romarks : ¢ If coolie emigration
ia to be allowed at it must be put upon an entirely dif-
Jorent footing from what it is at present. It is very evident
from all we have heard that in most of these shipments from
Chinese ports for the Havana and countries in South Ame-
yica, many of the coolies are procured by a system of kidnap-
ping, and are sent away against their will. ~ Hence the fre-
quent risings amongst them, Until the whole system is
altered no merchant who has the least regard for his own
roputation ought to participate in it, directly or indirectly.
Any person lending himself to the eontinuance of such an
infamous business ought to be held up to the contempt and
deteatation of the public.”




