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BORNEO.
SIR JAMES BROOKE AND THE CHINESE.
[FROM THE ETRAITS TIMES OF MaRCH 21.]

On Tuesday last we issued an Exira, giving an
outline of the recent outrages cowmitted by the
Chinese at Sarawak, particulara of which were
bronght from that plece by the schooner Good Lck.
which sailed on the 21st ult., and arrived on the
10th jnst. Although rumours bad been curreut
that the Kungsi contemplated resisting the autho-
rity of the local government, the latter appear fo |
have treated the matter with indifterence, Sud-
denly, however, a large body, numbering about
200 Chinese, came down the river on nnd before
the 17th February, and at midnight commenced a
most determined attack on the Government people
and property. They firet secured possession of
the two forts, one below and the other above the
town of Kuchin (the seat of Rajah Brooke's
authority), which were only garrisoned by twelve
men, and having furnished themselves with all the
arms and ammunition in the forts, they proceeded
to the worle of destruction upon which they had
veptured. This was at midnight, when all were
asleep, One party made an attack on the residence
of Sir James Brooke, whilst the remainder assaulted |
the houses of Mr. Crookshank, the magistrate, and |
My, Middleton, also 2 Government oflicial. For
some days %ravioua Sir James Brooke was unwell, '
and was about to proceed to Simuujang, oun the
Sadong river (the seat of the Borneo Company's ope-
rations), for change of air. On the night inguestion
his servant was sleeping in an adjoiniug room, and
ander the same roof was residing u young and very
promising entleman, named Nicolets, who had
joived the ﬁ?njah‘s cirele us n gnest within the last
twelve months, The surprise and consternation
were so great, and the measures of the attacking
party so well organised, that all commuuication be-
tween the different European members of the
community was impossible. While the Chinese
attacked the front of the house, Sir James Brooke
succeeded in effecting an extraordivary escape ; he
passed down the batli-room and swam across & creek
near his house, by which means ne succeeded in
gaining thmmnge s thither also others of
the European resiaents happily reached shortly
afterwards. ‘The assailants fired into Sir James
Brooke’s residence, killed Mr. Nicolets (whose budy '
was! burnt in the ruivs), plundered the
place of every thing of walue in their
estimation, and then set fire to the building, ruth-
lessly destroying Sir James Brocke's excellent
Jibrary and the valuable collection of his whole
life—a loss which friend or foe must equally regret.
At the honse of Mr, Crookshanic the nassailants
met with a firm resistance, but that gentleman was
overpowered ; he defended his amiable andrecently
married lady with the ntmost gallantry, Mrs.
Crookshank was brutally wounded before bis eyes,
aud dragged away when he was no longer able to
defend her. Mrs, Crookshank was believed to have
been killed, but happily next morning she was
found in the jungle. lier wounded body was |
covered with cocoa-nut leaves, She was removed
to the Mission-honse, where, under the skilful
treatment of the Bishop, the Right Rev. Dr.
MDougall, she was, at the date of the lutest ad-
vices, doiug well. Mr. Crookshank, after passing
the night in thé jungle, by some means reached the
Mission-house next morning in an alniost insensible
state. The house of Mr. Middleton (also in the
service of Sir James Brooke) was attacked ; Dhis
| house was fired, and two of his children unhappily
i perished in the flames. Mr. Wellington, a metal-
| Turgist, in the service of the Borneo Company, @
guest of Mr. Middleton's, was killed, and his head
! cut off, probubly under the mistaken supposition
that he ‘also was in the service of the Surawalk
Government, ns the head was given up on the
following day. The Government treasury was
plundered of everything it contained, which we
regret to hear was considerable; uearly every
European had placed his money there as the most
secure place, About 10,000 dollars belonging to
the Borneo Company were carvied off. Iu the
course of a few hours a large amount of Govern-
ment propersy was destroyed.

Next day the Chinese Kungsi stated that they
had no hostile intentions against any one buf per-
sons connected with the Government, Tndeed, they
expressed 8 wish that BiahopM‘Dnu%all and Messrs.
Rappell and Helms should act as their chieftains,
whilst they unreservedly declared their determina-
tion to destroy Sir James Brooke and every one in
his service. During the day negotiations were
opened with the Chinese, and it was arranged that
they should depart, unmolested by the Malays,
with the plunder they had obtained. At four p.m.
they started up the river in their boats,

The immediate cause of this frightful attempt to
destroy the whole of the Government Enropean aun-
thorities at Swrawak is siated to be the stringent
mensures which Sir James Brooke has found it ex-

edient to adopt to prevent opinm smuggling. Some
eavy fines had been levied on the smugglers, the
amount being paid by the Kungsi ; and latterly some
of the offenders hnd been 1mprisoued. But these
seem scarcely sufficient to account for such ruthless
slanehter and destruction, not sparing age or sex.
“TPROM THE STRAITS TIMES, OF MARCH 23.]

The British steamer Sir Jnmes Brooke, belonging

l

to the Borneo Company, arrived at Siogapore yes-
terdsy (Sunday), having left Sarawalk on the 19th
inst, by which opportunity we have™ received late
and important news, which we hasten to lay before
our readers,

It appears that on Bunday, Feb. 22, Sir James
Erooke received intelligence of the retirement of the
Chinese, whereupon he returned from the Sadong
to the Sarawak river, but before he could land the
Ohinese Kungsi had & second time ventured down
the river in great force (between 500 and 600), and
with feelings whetted as it were by their late par-
tial success, and yet chagrined at’ their failure to
overturn the Rajah'a anthority. The return of the
Clinese with so large a force somewhut surprised
the Rajal, and compelled him to retire or venture a
collision with an 1nadequate force. In the mean-
time the Kungsi people availed themselves of the
time to commit further depredationson the govern-
ment property. It now became apparent shat moat
extensive means were needed to suppress the ad-
vance of the Kungsi people, whose ngject. appeared
to be to secure for themselves the entire paramount
authority, alike indifferent to hrute fores, base
treachery, or the vilest mensures, Under these
circumetances Sir James Brooke proceeded to
Linga, to secure the co-operation of the chief and
the people of that district, but on his way the
steamer Sir James Brooke, from Singapore, hove
in sight most timeously ; herarrival was not merely
opportuue, bat the site of her anchcrage formed
the base of all subsequent operations. Sir James
Brooke and lus party at once proceeded in the
steamvr to Kuchin, and soon succeeded in drivin
i the miscreants out of the town. On inquiry anﬁ

search it was found that the Datoo Baundar was
defending himself against the Chinese, amid =
cluster of prahus. The Datoo suceeeded in recap-
turing nine sampans (boats) and one of the govern-
ment prabus|(vessels) containing stores, gunpowder,
opinm, &e.

The body or main force of the Chinese, driven
from the town, were finally either cut off by the
Dyaks, or were starved in the jungle. At the out-
set about 100 of the Chinese were killed, The
warfare assumed a mode of irregular attack. The
Dyaks were let loose, who from a large civeuis,
battue-like, drove the Chinese into their fastnesses,
accompanied by great loss to the retreaters, where
they were hemmed in ; in other words, there took
place a kind of guerilla warfare of the most haras-
lug character, grievously thinning the number of
! therebels. Still vhe Chinese were undannted ; from
their stronghold they ventured an attack in five
prahus, and commenced ravaging the banks of the
river, Thie was on the 9th Maren. The Datoo
Eandor was stationed in a single prahu ab
Tangah Lidah (the junction of twu rivers), about
fifteen miles above Kuchin ; meeting the Kungsi in
their boats, the Datoo, in his single prahu, offered
battle, which the Kungsi declined. Thinking this
to ba an excellent site the Kungsi landed, and
constructed a stockade, which they armed with
four guns, and garrisoned by about 250 men with
muskets, &e. Believing themselves to be secure,
the Chinese very foulishly neglected to secure their
boats, which were captured by their ogponents.
Leaving this war prabu near the stockade, the
Datoo chivalrously proceeded to Kuchin in a small
cauoe boat for agsistance. The Datoo hastened to
Kuchin to secure reinforcements, and on the 10th
of March he returned to the stockades with two
large prahus, and some Dyak bangkongs as o re-
serve. Thus strengtheued, the Datoo, with his
three prabus, made a dash at the Chinese stockade,
where he landed with his party, and carried the
place without arepulse. The Chinese in the stock-
ade were cut to pieces; in half an honr they lost
from 100 to 120 men; the rest in the stockade,
haviug lost their boats, took to the jungle. We
mauy remark that the defeated party in the stockade
consisted of picked men ; their principal chiefs
were killed in the assanlt. The effect of this
signal attack was complete. A panic seized the
Kuugsi people, which was eagerly availed of ; the
Chiuese successively fled from Balnida, Siniawan,
and Ban, By the night of the 11th of March the
| Kungsi people were in full retreat towards Sambas,
closely tollowed by bands of Malays, who availed
themselves of every opportunity to cut off the strag-
glers. The Chiuese retired ina close body—so close,
indeed, that their assailants failed to cause disorder.
and made a desperate resistance in the presence of
their wives and children.

Had time permitted to have organised a concen-
trated aitack, not anindividusl would haveescaped.
As itis, the wretched fugitives are driven into the
jungle, where avast number of them must perish
from want and exposure, before they can reach a
place of security.

According to the most moderate estimate at least
1,000 Chinese have been killed at the varions places,
while all the flourishing settlements of the Chinese
{except at Euchin) have buen destroyed. The exact
number of Chinese who have perished during the
retveat it is impossible to say ; it must be consider-
able, since out of a population of 4,000 to 5,000
Chinese belonging to the Kungsi, not more than
2,000 escaped the late retribution, jncluding women
and children.

Having thus disposed of the leading events from
Sarawalt, there are a few matters of both general
and local interest which we cannot allow to pass—
tlie omission would be rather nnjust, inasmuch as
the circumstances ave fresh in our memories. It
appenrs that on Feb. 27, when affairs assumed a
rather ugly aspect, Mr, Helms (the agent for the
Borneo éumpany} was despatehed to Sambas to in-
form the Duatch authorities how matters stood at
Sarawalk, and to reguest assistance. The assistant
resident at Sambas expressed great sympathy, and
! immediately despatched a fast boat to Pontianak,
| where the chief resident was then staying. The
latter without hesitation despatched a war steamer
with such soldiers as he could well spars, accompa-
nied by an offer of further assistance, should it be
nevessary for the protection of British lives and pro-
perty—an act quite characteristic of our Datch
| neighbours, The Duteh war steamer arrived at
|Samwak on the 15th inst. (when all was happily

over), and after staying three days returned to Sa-
rawik.

On inquiry amonget the chieftains who acted
agninst the Chinese, it was found that their loss
did not exceed twelve Malays and Dyuks.

The Chinese residents at Kuchin were completely
restored to confidence when the steamer left, and
had re-opened their shops. So great, indeed, was
their reliance in the stubility of the Rajah’s Go-
vernment, that not one of their wives or children
was sent away to Singapors in the steamer. A
letter received from Sir James Brooke mentions
that most of the guns taken by the Kungsi had
Leen recovered, as also a large proportion of the
muskets carried away from the forts. The loss by
the late outrages chiefly falls on Sir Jarnes Brooke
and the Government people.

We are right glad to notice that Mra. Crook-
shauk had nesrly recovered from her injuries,
and her husband’s wounds were doing well. Sir
Jumes and the bishop were in good health and

spirits.




