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Wednesday, April 29, 1857

REVOLT OF THE CHINESE AT SARAWAK.
GRUAT BLAUGHTER OF THE INSURGENTS,
(From the Straits Timea of March 21.)

©n Tuesday lost we issued an oxtra, giving an
of the t ouirages i itted by the Chi atb
Barawak, porticulars of which were brought from that
Elm by the schooner Good Luok, which sailed on. the

1st ullimo and arrived on the 10th instant. Although
rumours had heen current that the Kungsi contemplated
reaisting the uuthority of the local goverument, the latter
appesr to have treated the matier with indifference
Suddenly, however, a large body; numbering nbout 200
Cbinose, came down the river on or before the 1Tih
February, and at midnight commenced n most determined
attack on the government people and property. They
ficst secured possession of the two forts, one below
and the other above tho town of Kuchin (the sent of
Rajah Brooke's authority), which were only garrisoned
by twelve men, and, haviug furnished themselves with
all the arms and ammuuition in the forts, they proceeded
to the work of destruction upon which they had ventured,
This was at midaight, when all were nale?]p. One party
mude an atlack on the residence of Sir James Brooke,
whilst, the remuinder assaulted the houses of Mr., Crook-
shank, the magistrate, and Mr, Middleton, also o goveru-
ment officiul.  For sume days previous Sir James Brooke
was unwell, and was about to proczed to Simunjang, on
the Sadung river (the seat of the Borneo Company’s
operationy), for chunge of sir. Ou the night in question
hig serviut wos sleeping in an adjoining room, and under
the same roof was residing a goung und very ‘pmmiain‘g
gentleman, named Nicolets, who had joined the Rajoh’y
cirole as & guest within the last twelve months. The
surpriso aod ‘consteruation was so great, nod the
mensures of the attackiog party so well organised, thut
all communication between the different Duropean
members of the community was hngmusibte. While
the Chinese attacked the front of - the ouse, Bic Jamen
Brooke succeeded in effocting an oxtrao: divary esonpe’;
he passed down the bathroom and swam scruss n creek
ne use, by wiich means he succeeded in gaining

lln.ie; thither also others of the Earopesn

appily renched shortly aflerwards, The nssnil-
snts fired into Sir James Brooke’s residence, killed Mr,
Nicoleta (whoso body was buried in the ruing), plun-
dered the place of everythiug of value in their eati-
iation, amd then set firo to the building, ruthlessly
destroying 8ir James Brooke’s exccllent library and
the valuable collections of his whole lifo— a loss
whivh friend or foe must equally regret. At the
house of Mr. COro:kshonk the ssssilasts mot with
& worm resistance, but that gentleman was ecver-
powered ; he defended his amiable aud rocently-mariied |
lady with. the utiost galluntry, Mra, Crookshank 'was |
brutally wounded before his eyas, and dragged away when
he was no lenger able to defend her, Mrs, Crookshank
was bolieved 1o have becu killed, but happily next mor-
ing she was found in the junele, Her wounded body was
ouvered with cocon-nuc leaves, She was romoved to the
Mission-house, where, under the skilful trentment of the
Bishop, the Right Rev. Dr. M‘Dougall, she was, at the
date of the latest advices, doing well. Mr. Orookshank,
after pussing the night fn the jusgle, by some menns
reached tho Mission-houss next morning wlmogt insen-
wible. The house of Mr. Middlston (also in the service of
Sir James Brooke) was attacked; his House was fired,
ond two of his children unhappiiy perished in the flunes,
Mr. Wellington, o metallurgist, in the servico of the
Borneo Qompany, a guest of Mr, Middleton’s, was killed
and his head eut off, probably under the mistaken Buppo-
sition that he also way in the service of the Sarawak
Government, oy the head was given up ou the following
day. The Government trensury was plundered of avery
thing it contmined, which we regret to hear wos consider-
ablo; neacly every Buropean hud placed hia nioney there
us the most secure pince. About $10,000 belonging to
the Borneo Qumpany was carried off,” In tio course of a
few hours & large amount of Government property was
destroyed,

Next doy the Chinese Kungsi stated that they had no
hostile intcutions ngainst any one but persons conneated
with the Governmwent; wndeed, they expressed 8 wish
that Biskop M'Dougnll and Messrs, Ruppell and Helms
should met us their chieftains, whil.t they unreservedly

and every one in his sorvico. Durin
tions were opened with the Chinese, and it wns arranged
that they should depart, uumolested by the Malays, with
the plunder they hed obtained, At four p.m, they started
up the river in their boats,

The immediate cause of this frightful attempt to de-
stroy tho whole of the Guvernment European authorities
at Burawnk is stated to be the stringent measures which
Sir Jumes Brooke has fouud it expedicnt io adopt to pre-
vont opium smuggling. Home heavy fines had been
levied on the smugglers, the amount’ being paid by the
Kungsi; and latterly some of the offenders had {aeen
imprisoned, Butthese szem scarcely suftivient to actount

i the day negotin-

sampans (bosts) and one of the government Prahus
(veszsols) containing stores, gunpowder, opium, &,

The body or main force of the Obinese, driven from
the town, were floally either cut off by the Dyaks, or
were starved in the jungle, * At the outset about 100 of
the Ohinese wora killed, The warfaro nssumed a mode of
irregular sttack, The Dyaks- were let looss, who from a
large cironit, baitue:like, drove the Chinese into their fast-
nesses, accampanisd by loss to the retreaters, where
they wore hemmed in ; in other words, there took place
& kind of guerilla warfare of the most baruesing oharac-
ter, grievously shinning the number of the rebels. Biill
the Chinese were undaunted ; from their stronghold they
ventured an at infive prahuy, and commenoéd ravag-
ing the banka of the river, Thia was on the 9th March,
'l‘go Datoo Bandar was stationed in ‘s siigle prahu
ut Tangah Lidahi’ (the junejion of two rivers), about 16
miles nfeva Kuchin ; meeting- the Kungsi in their boats
the Datoo, in his single prabu, offered battle, which the
Kungsi declined, Thinking this to ke an excollent site,
the kungui Ianded and constructed » stockade, which
they.armed with four ‘guns, and garrisoned by about 250
men with muskets, &o, Belioving themselves to be secure,
the Chinese very foolishly neglected to secure their boats,
which were captured bi&h_eir opponents. Leaving bLis
war prahu near the stockade, the Datoo chivalrously pro-
cesded _to Kutghin.in a small canoe-boat [nl; assistanco, |

“The Ditoo hostened to Kutohin to ments,
and op.the 10th -March he returned to the Atockades
with two large -prahus, and some Dyak banglongs
B3 8 reuerve. the Datoo with his

Thus nunﬁ:hanad [
three prabus made a dash st the Chinese stockade,
where he landed' with his paréy snd carried the! plase
without & repulse, The Chinese in the stockade were
out in pieces ; in half an hour they loat from 10010120
men ; the yest in the stookade, having lost thyir boats,
vook to the jungle, We may remark that the defeated
party in tho stockade consisted of picked men; their
principal chiefs were killed in the assault, . Tho effect of
this ai altack was complete. A panio weized the
Euogsi people, whivh was easerly availed of; the Chinese
succassively fled from Balai :Lﬂimawan_. and Bau. - By
the night of the 11th March the Kunrn: people were io
full retreat towartls Bambas, closely followed by barids of
Maloys, who availed themselves of every opg:pnunwy to
ocut off tho siragglers: “The Chinese retired in o close
body—so close, indeed, that their asssilants: failed to
cause disorder—and made n desperate resistance in the
presoron of their wives and children._

Had time pormitted to have organised » concentrated
attack, not an individusl would have escaped, As it is,
the wrelched fugitives are diiven into the jungle, where
& vast number of them must perish from want and expo-
sure before thef oan reach a place of seourity,

According to'the most moderato estimnte at least 1000
Chinese have boen killed st the varions places, while all
the flourishing settlements of the Ohiuese (except at
Kucbin) have. been destroyed. The exnot nomber of
Chinese who have perished during the retreat it is im-
poseible to say ; it must be considerable, #inge out of &
‘nopulation of 4000 to 5000 Chinese belonging to the
Kuogei :not more than 2000 escaped-the late retribution,
ingluding women and children. ot

Muoh s we regrot letting loose the Dysks to commit
the most savage decimation or Jwther destruction of
whole people, we cannot sympathise ‘with the diabolism
of the Kungsl, who both individually and oollectively
have always received at the hands of 8ir James Brooke
Borneo justice—a code regul ¥ oir t "he-
diabolical attempt of the Chinese Kungsi hus met with
the punishment it deserved; no remsonable being will
pity them, howéver much they may regret the frightful
sacrifice of human life, Experience too sadly proves
that, at the present period, kindness, humanity, and for-

earancs are oither misunderstood or but too alightly
appreciated by the Chinese, who- think they vught to be
dominant for no earthly réason, that we can discover,
but because they ate ernal and vain.

Having thus disposed of the lesding events from Sara-
wak, thereare » tew mattera of both general and local
intorest which we caonot mllow to puss—the omission
would be rather unjust, inasmuch ns the circumstances
are frosh in our mewories, - It n;:pnn.rs that on the 27th
February, when -affaira assumed & rather vgly aspeot,
Mr. Holms (the ‘agent for the Borneo Company) wag
despatohed to Bambas, to inform the Dutoh muthorities
there how matters stood at Barawak, and to request
assistance, The sssistaat resident at Bambay expres-ed
great sympathy, end i intely tehed a fast boat
to Pontinnak, where the chief resident was then staying,
The latter, without hesitation, despatobed u war steamer,
with such soldiers as he oould we'l spare, accompanied by
an offer of further assistance, should it ha y for
the protection of British lives and pmpert;vr—nn aot quite
characteristic of our Dutch neighbours. The Dutoh war
steamor arrived nt Sarawak on the 16th instant (when all
was happily over), aud alter staying three days returned
to Barawak.,

Oa inquiry smongst the chieftains who acted against
the Chinese, it was found that their loss did nst exceed
12 Malays and Dyaks,

The Chinese residents at Kuchin were completely
rostored to confidenco when the steamer loft, aud had re-
opened their shops, 8o great, indeed, way their reiisuce

for sueh rushless slaughter and destruction, not sparing
age nor sex. |
Bir James Brooke is stuted to regard the affair ag|
trifling and soon to be retricved. The governsment gun. |
Loats and the Malays wore in euger pursuit of the Chineso, |
the retribution will doubt-

less be severe, 'The Malays everywhere axpressed their
confidence in Sir James Brooke. 'The arival of the
stenmer Sir James Brocke, belonging to the Borneo
company, wag suxiously looked for, and as that vegsel

in the stability of the Rajah's Goverument, thut nat ons
of their wives or obildren was sont nway to Singapore in
the steamer. A lettcr recsived from Sir James Brooke
mentiona that most of the guns taken by the Kungyi had
been recovered, as also o large proportion of the muskets
carried away from tho forts, The loss by the late out-
rages chiefly fulls on Bir James Brooke and the govern-
ment people.

Wo are right glad to notics that Mrs, Crookshank had
nearly recovered from her injuries, and her husband’s
wounds were doing well. Sir James and the Bishop were

left this on.tho 2lst uit., she would most likely reach
Buiawak on the 24th, The European ladies had, we
hear, quitted for the mouth of the river, where they
would be eafe under the protection of the ﬁla!ays.

_On the arrival of the news hqro the Bingapore agents of
8ir James Brooke aud the Borneo Company lost no
time in ohartering tho schuoner Waterlily, and loading
her with arms and ammunition, as alyo some volunteers
for service. The steamer Inflexible, which sailed for
Hong Kong, taok the Waterlily nnd gunbaat in tow, and
we hear that the Starling will look in at Barawak, on her
way lo China,

Sir James Brooks, by latest advice, had departed for
Bimunjang, on the Badong, the scene ot the Borneo Com-
pauy’s operations, snd where & largo number of Chinese
coolies are employed, with the hiope, no duubt, that his
presence would preveut any rising un the park of the
coolies in that quarter,

rooke found ot Barawak on his srrival there, The for-
midable character of these Chiness is given in Mundy’s
first volume, page 220 et sequel.
+ (From the Straits Times of March 23.)
We now continue the narrative of events, It appenrs
that ou Bunday, Feb. 22, Bir James Brooke receivod
intelligence of the retirement of the Chiners, wh‘erengnn
¢ returned from the Sidong to the Sarawak river, but
before he could land the Obinese Kungsi had & sccond
time ventured down the river in great force (betwean 5U0
and 600), and-with feolings whetted, as it were, by their
late partial success, and yet chagrined nt their failure to
overturn the Rujah’s nuthority. The return of the
Chineso with so large o foroo somewhat surprised
the Rejuh, and compelled him to retiro or venture n
collision with an insdequate force. In the mean-
time the Kungsi peopl iled tk lves of the time
to commit_further depredations on the government
property. It now became sppavent that most extensive
menns wore nceded to suppress the advamoe of the
Kungsi people, whove objuct appeared to be to secure for
themselves the entire paramount authority, alike in-
different to brute forco, base treachery, or the vilest
measures. Under these ciroumstances Sir an.ws Brooke
praceeded to Lings, to the co-of on of the
chief and the people of that distriol, but on his way the
sioumor Sir Jumes Brooke, from Bivgupore, bove in sight
most timeously ; her arrival was not merely opportune,
‘but the aite ofy her anchorage formed the base of all sub-
sequent operations, Bir James Brooke and his party at

once proceeded in the steamer to Kuchin, and soon suc-
oeeded in driving the misoreants out of tho town, On
inquiry and search it was found that the Datoo Bandar
himuolf against the Chinese, smid & cluster
he Datoo sucopeded in reospturing pine

Tho Kungsi comprises the Chinese settlers Sic Jumes |

in good heath nud spirits,



