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THE CHINESE INSURRECTION IN BORNEO.

TrEe accounts received by the last mail give a gloomy
pictuve of the position of affairs in the East. The
feelings of hostility excited in tho breasts of the
Chinese are not confined to those who have felt the
weight of our resentment in Canton. In the outlying
gottlements, wherever the race has found & home, we
hear of secret plottings, of insurrectionary move-
ments, of fierce attacks, and sanguinary reprisals.
The prejudices and animosity of a whola peoplo have
been aroused; and though there can be no doubt
respecting the issue of the imponding conflict, c.om-
plate success wilt only bo achieved after a sacrifico
of human life too appalling to contemplate.

Sir James Brooke, the enterprising Governor of
Sarawak, has been amongst the first to experionco
the fruits of our mismanagement. Thoe seat of his
Government has been the scone of & formidable in-
surrection, and he himgelf was for a time in imumi-
nent vislk of being captured. Cohsiderable discoo-
tont had existed for somo time iu this settlement: Its .
causo was attributed to the oceurrenco which has
taken place in the mother country, but tocal circun- |
stances combined to swell the disaffection. What

these ‘'were does nob very clearly appear; but they |
must have been known to the Governor. Intimations |
of the disposition of the Chinese reached him, but‘
they do not seem to have induced him to oxercise that

caution the circumstances of the ease required. The

Chinese wore allowed to plan their undertakings

without interruption ;and the authorities, at the last

raoment, were completely taken by sarprise, At mid-

night, on the 14th of Tebruary last, Sorawal wng

guddenly attacked, all the commanding positicns’
secured, and the measures of the insurgents were

carried out with such dexterity, that the English

residents were incapacitated from offering any vesis-
tance. Sir James Brooke had barely time to escapo
from his house, and enly saved himself by plunging

into the river, and swimming down it, to n Maly
village which stood upon the other side. Tho Go

vernment houses wera burnt down, and one or two
persons fell vietims to the fury of tho assailanls

although it is but justice to state, thal enly those
supposed to be connected with tho Government were
tho abjects of their pursuit.

We know, from his past exploits, that Sir Jumes
Brooke has no scruple about wreaking wholesale
retribution upon his enemies, and he prepared ac-
cordingly to take a terrible fovengo upon the dis-
turbers of the settlenient. Having got together
gome Mualays, he returned to the attnck, drove out
the Chineso from the town, and destroyed all their
establishments in the island, excepting one; while n
thousand poor creatures, the majority of whom must
have been women and children, wevo snerificed in
this wild exercise of retributive justice. The ace
counts we have received are too imperfect to allow
us to judge of the necessity of this extreme display.
of power, nor do we hear what effectit has produced
upon the spivit of the survivors, Where so little
precaution, however, was taken to prevent an out-
break, the danger must have been great to hnve
justified such severs retalintion. Whether it will
have the required effect of ensuring the tranquillity
of tho settlement, the future alone can reveal.

The frightful disproportion of loss, which was the
result of this broil, characterises all our encounters
with the Chinese; War with them in consequence
assumes an aspect of ernelty, which deprives victory
of all its glory. It becomes en our part a mero ex-
hibition of power of vengeance, which fails to com-
mand respect, and which is only productive of &

decper hatred and a more unrelenting animosity
Had a milder and wiser policy than that which |hi;
country has pursued been ndopted from the first, in
our dealings with this people, there is no reason to
suppose that we should have failed to gain ac-
eeas to . their confidence, or have been unable
to turn recent ovents to our advantage, by lay.
Ing the foundation of a good understanding for
the future, But our officials, in their communications
with a peculiarly sensitive race, have invariably
assumed a haughty, domineering demeanour; and,
when unjust demands have been refused, they have
been ruthlossly enforced with the most reckless dis-
regard of the sanctity of human life, Iu the difficultics
which are now rising up toimpede our progress, and
in the inglorious triumph which awaits us in the event
of continued resistance—in the perpetual failure
that has attended every ill-directed effort to con-
ciliate the good-will of our antagonists, we enn almost
discern the infliction of a descrved punishment for
tho injustice perpetrated in the last war, and the long
encouragement the Government of this country has
given to the iniquities of the opium trade. Our steady

-persistence in this illegal and deworalising traffia

hns excited against us the loathing and detestation
:f the Chineso (_}overnment, and sealed up the door

A wlnch. we might have gained tho favour of the
:;‘0:‘; ::;ll{,::iﬁilﬁ:: ?Jf; the populaltinn. PY it n system
comitaﬁt la\:lessnessa;‘ngerpena?d g e t‘zo'n-
have found themselves unvt:l‘:la’? o e e
oceasionad t':onstn.nt gtrife b : il ‘It o
B i g etwaeen lhoso'unxmua to

8 se who, by their corrupt
dea.ling:ﬂx, would goin by ita infraction; which has all
been laid, and rightly, at our door. It has checked
the c'{ema.nd for our manufuctures, 1t has disturbed
the internal tra._de of the country, and it has
fortified the Chinese in their determination not
to open their ports to ouwr ocommerce, And
abovo all, according to the united testimony of those
who have attempted to introduce the truths of
Christianity into the Empire, it has proved their
chief and only insuperable obstacle.

Witk the oxception of o few who are committed
to a false and debasing theory of politicel economy,
our foremost Statesmen and philunthropists have all
joined in condemning this vile trade ; but the
power of gain has prevailed over higher and
better principles, and the minds of the timid
have been alarmed by the threatened derangemont
of our Indian system of finance which would follow
upon its abolition. And thus, the velations of this
country with China bave been kept in a constant
stato of antagonism. Distrust, suspicion, and fear
havo been generated on the one side; and a con.
tempt, breaking out into occasional acts of tyranny,
has been nurtured on the other. And now, to en.
forco demands unjost in their origin, as were those
which precoded the opium war, we are to have ro.
course again to a formidable military demon.
stration, and by massacre and bloodshed to com.
pel submission, and restore an apparent peace. It
is impossible in this way to gain the gralitude
or the friendship of this people. The flag
which is hailed elsewhere as the sign of free-
dom, in the Chincse walers is pointed at as the
symbol of unbounded arroganse and the most cruel
tyranny, It Is deoply to bo regrotted that our

policy sigld hive led to such a result, 'Lhere are
unmistakdblo iadications (hat o new ern is about to
dawn upoi'tho lempir/e of Chisa. It has witnessed
the commeigetfert of a political revolution, and a
yet mightia§olisngeone of belief and opinion—has
alreddy be&iﬁmgmnma, The country must, ere
long, shiake &‘fthﬂlhonduge of centuries, and freely
‘enter-into figndly relations with the other great
sections of thihyman family. We might have been
the first to awjl ourselves of the results of this
groat changs, wmd have acquived an influence over
the fietible mindg of this. singular people, which
would fiave contrilyted to the lasting benefit both
of ourstlves and of'thera. As it is, we have only
suoceaded in arousipg their suspicion and distike.
Wo haw inourreq the odium—others will step for-

ward to inherit the good.will.
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