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SIR JAMES BROOKE AND BORNEO.
(FROM THE ECONOMIST.)

Exsctly sixteen years ago, on the lst August
1842, the deed was signed by the Sultan of Borneo
which appointed Sir James Brooke Rajah of Sara-
wak, and it is surely no inconsiderable testimony to
the efficiency of his rule during the short period that
we now find the first merchants and shipowners, both
of London and Manchester, eagerly assuring the Bri-
tish Goveroment that on the confirmatien of the in-
fluence be has now acquired in Borneo, and its cor-
dial recognition and support by England, depends in
great measure the fature prosperity of our trade with
the great Eastern Archipelago, as well as our moral
influence with the East. It is well known, more-
over, not only that our commerce is decply interested
in the question, but that the desire of the Govern-
ment of the Netherlands to step in before us is very
great. Even in 1846 the representative of that coun-
try commented to Lord Aberdeen in no friendly
spirit on Sir James Brooke's proceedings, and was
eager that he should be disavowed by Great Britain,
—s0 detrimentel was the Liberal commercial policy
he had pursued in Sarawak to the werking of the
narrow Dutch tariffs in other parts of the same
island and in the peighbouring settlements. Lord
Aberdeen very properly declined at that time to ad-
mit the constructioa attempted to be put by the Go-
vernment of the Netherlands on the treaty of 1824,
Indeed it was proposed to prove that we bad volun-
tarily and for ever resigned the right to establish any
British setilement on the epormous island of Borneo,
although Borneo was never named in the article of
the treaty referred to. And now should the English
Government refuse the prayer of our London end
Manchester merchants, and decline to accord British
protection to the State of Sarawak, thers will be but
one conrse open to the Rajah,-—to secure the protec-
tion of the Dutch Government instead, which would
be most eagerly granted. The prosperity and the
progress of the State depends wholly on the suppres-
sion of piracy in the neighbourhood, and this cannot
be done without the co-operation of ships of war.
And though under the energetic control of Sit James
Brooke the State has hitherto secured its independ-
ence and surmounted the great peril caused by the
Chinese insorrection two years ago,—yet his adminis-
tration cannot last for ever, and he is naturally
anxious to leave it on such a footing that its tran-
quillity and progress may be secured by the protec-
tion of some European power. Under these circum-
stances, it is, we think, plain what the duty of the
English Government is, One of its own subjects has
raled the State for sixteen years, aud succeeded in
developing many of its great natural resources. The
country is rich in metals,—gold, and antimony espe-
cially, and it is belicved that, like the neighbouring
colony of Labuan, itis also rich, in some parts, in
caal. The trade, say our merchants, already amounts
to 1,000,000 dollars annually, and is capable of large
and immediate increase. But all depends on the
countenance to be afforded by our Government.
Without that the swarming pirates of those seas can-
not be held in check, and while they are active the
country must be depressed and poor. Again, no
couniry but England would bave the same mfluence
in a Siate which has been brought into prosperity
uuder the rule of anjEoglishman. In short, the com«
mercial arguments tend all in one direction. But the
commercial arguments by no means exhaust the
question. We look upon th: State of Sarawak as
one of the most interesting and hopeful experiments
of recent years, in the way of accomplishing that
most difficult task, the bringing European influences
to bear on Oriental races. It is admitted on all
hands, as well by the partisans of the East India
Company as by the partisans of Mr Bright, that the
great defect of our relations with India consists in the
fact that we have, whether involuntarily or culpably,
rather attempted to administer our civilisation as a
sort of medicine to the natives of Indis, than esided
them to civilise themselves. The East India Com-
pany say, probably with trath, that they have enlisted
native agency into their service as far as it was pos-
sible to trust it, while their nccusers tell them, pro-
bahly with equal trath, that no nation can be truly
raised in the scale of civilisation by a merely superin-
duced system of foreign supervision. They can only
raise themselves, and efficient help ean only be ex-
tended to them in proportion as they ave willing ot
even eager to avail themselves of it. The truth pro-
bebly is, that in India, as in almost all other eases of
Oriental eivilisation, there was a special difficalty.
The natives had long ago attained a very considerable
degree of culture and knowledge, but had lost—ap-
porently in that great chasm which grew up rapidly be-
tween the higher and lower classes—all the principle
of progress or vitality, The Hindoo civilisation, like
the Chinese, had ossified, as it were, at a certain
point, while the principle of life and growth had de-
parted. It would have been far easier to have given
, efiicient help at ar earlier stage than at that which
they had reached—help not enough to supersede their
own co-operation, bus enough to give encouragement
and hope. The Hindoos were too far advanced in
intellectual culture to learn humbly and gradually,
and yet they were too deficient in moral qualities to
be fit for any sort of self-government. Rejah Brooke
had an easier task when once he had gained his posi-
tion in the little State of Sarawak ; and he well un-
derstood what it was,~-namely, to use his own words,
to aid “the development of native countrics by na-
tive ageney.” The very fact that he could only work
with native materials was in his favour. It was im-
poseible for bim to get on too fast, and force the com-
plex culture of European nations on Dyaks just
emerging from the lowest forms of savage life, His
experiment was a humbler one, but for that very rea-
gon, we believe, more likely to succeed,—not the
attempt to inspire an effete Eastern civilisation with
new life, by infusing into it the laws and science of
the West, but to foster, by his own influence and that
of his few personal attendants, the growth of the best
elements he could find in the existing life of the wild
races amongst whom he had seutled. Peaceful babits,
avegard for law, a sense of the responsibilities of the

what he proposed to himself to foster in the natives
of Borneo. Nor has his attempt been fruitless.
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had not been four years in Borneo before his medin- |
tion between angry native chiefs was nlmost always |,
successful, before he had done inuch to protect the |

weaker -and defenceless tribes of Dyaks against the
systematic serfdom into which they had fallen, to

‘ensitre to even the meanest labour jterights, to secure

e warm admiraiion and co-operation of the :many’
reighbonring Rajahs who joined him in ks firm re-
sistance to the dastardly policy of the Sultan, and to |
ievelop the commeree of a district which, till e was
it its head, had no commerce ai all. The town of
Sarawnlk itself, which, on Sir James (then Mr)
Brooke's arrival in 1842 bad scarcely u population
of 1500, most of them dependants on the native
princes, numbered in 1846 at least 12,000, The
wrade. grew so rapidly that a river wbich was never
visited a¢ all on the English Rajab’s first elevation to
power, was within a year and a-half.the resort of
about 16 trading vessels. amonth. Rice, the staple
commodity of life in the interior, was, directly on the
establishment of & -firm Government, produced in
quantities considerable enough for export—500 tons
beiog exported from this listle State in the very first
season. And allthiswas effected without any Eurcpean
aid, except that of one or two faithful friends and
servants—Sir James Brooke's policy having always
been to train the satlive races to the arts of Govern-
ment and civilisation, not to destroy their self-respect
by habitual subordination to the management of fo-
reigoers. His military force, his civil officers, the
whole machinery of his little Government, have, in
fact, been eonstituted out of tbm materials
ready to bis hand. And, in asking of the present
Government of Great Britain that they will accord
their formal protection to.this really great experi-
ment, we ask no more that the Goverament of 1847,
and, indeed, the previous Government had, in fact,
virtually conceded, though what subsequent Govern.
ments have since, unfortunately, withdrawn. Even
under Sir Robert Peel's Administration the Govern-
ment of the Straits ordered war steamers to co-
operate with Sir James Brooke in the suppression of
piracy—and, nnder the Administration of Liord, John
Russell, Sir James Brooke was not only received with
marked favour, but appointed Governor of Labuan in
addition to the office he already held as Consul-Gene-
ral for Great Britnin in Borneo. Again, Sarawok
was allowed, we believe by the Conservative Govern-
ment of 1852, to hoist & flag of its own——a measure
intended to give “a recognised permanency” te that
state, and to foster a * spirit of national pride” among
the natives. It is clear, therefore, that an English
protectorate is no policy of innovation, and equally
clear that if it is not accorded, another Government
must reap all the bonour and advantage of the noblest
Orientel enterprise achieved by any British subject
within the present generation. If, too, we may judge
by the general Indian. policy of the Netherlands, it
will be but ill-icclined to carry out the liberal and
wise commercial system initiated by Sir James
Brooke, and still less the generous and cordial policy
towards all the neighbooring native States which has
deservedly gained him so wide a popularity. We do
not hesitate to say that England will neglect a clear
and visible duty, and & duty more fruitfol of result,
if measured by the bighest comsiderations, than the
support of hundreds of isolated missions in the East,
if she withhold her protection from the thriving little
setilement where Malays and Dyaks are learning to
appreciate and coltivate unity, industry, and good
faith, from Englishmen, far too few to oppress, but not
too few to train them,




