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RAJAH BROOKE AND MISSIONARY EFFORTS,
i "Fromthe Times.) .. |
Hir James Brooke in hie speash at Liverpool ‘desoribes
5 Eole uestion of the. conver-
the present aspeot of the w qy
sion of the world to Chrigtianity with sustere—some per-
sons will perhaps think with discouraging and frigid, sruth.
“ With tll::rl\[nﬁmpdan you have mede progress, with the
Hindoo you have made no progress at all; you “;etﬁi’,?
where you were the very first day that you went ta India.”.
Ho dog4 not think this arises from want of Christian zesl
for-tonversion. Had thare been ten thousand times more
.zéal than thers kias been, had there been ﬁﬁnﬁﬁhﬁ 0::
-the primitive Christians, or even Apostolic z
not say but that the case would kiave stood exactly the .
same.  You cannot do this work, he says, by power of
will. Tt s not any sudden flood of zeal that will do it
now more thian zealous men have done it before,” 'There
is much latent Pels; m in our Exeter-hall rhapsodies.
These' orators cally. think that man can' ‘convert the
Eor!lld LoChﬂst&an_uw’;:] t.lmti!‘mf}r: wl:fl tgnly::}?ﬂm@ﬁ“%;
if they will thoroughly and with all their strengt wil
conversion of India, 'I{zi-key, ard Chins, it wﬂlﬁlmhmwd. .
Itis m want of zéal, want of imowledge, want of money,
&o,, that preventsit.. We donot meanfor an instant to deny
‘zeal, or to eay that there is annu%l:lor it ; but we think that
Rajah Brooke hias hit upon & philosophical aspect of the
case when he saya that this is not all that iz wanted, and
that ps what s wanted may be something which it is
out ofrou power to supply, Thetruth is, we do not Imow all
.$he causes whicharein operation on thissubject. Conversion
is on the one gide & matter of simply human meaneand ap-
ﬁ]]!nnmﬁ,—-a. matter of argument and persuasion ; you go
Hindoos, talk to them, lay evidences before them, show
them what falsehoods there are in theirownreligion, and ap-
peal to their renson and conscience; all ig human
machinery, and perfectly intelligible, On the other hand,
the whole' of the impediment to their conversion is. not
Enown to us ; we cannot fathom the depths of the heathen
state of mind, or got at what there is at, the bottom of it,
'=the latent assumptions snd subtle goneral principles
whichnavér cameoutinactual expression. Conversionisthus
on the one sido o known phenomenon, on the other side a
“mystery.” We donot know that all the obstacleswhich stand
in tho way of the conversion of the world are capabla of re-
movil at present, or could bé removed by any amount of'
those means which we have st our own commend: There is
nothing, then, to_scandalize ue in the view taken by Sir
Jemes Brooke, ' Conversion is'indeed in one smsll corner
a work actuall &mng on before our eyes, but, looking to
‘the whola fiel i ism, conversation is an
iden rather than a work,—an idea which Mes at the bot-
tom; indded, of Christianity, and Yes close to the common
heart of the whole Chri body;—an archetypal idea
whivh may from ita own strength be said to prophesy its
own fuldlmont, but still an idea only, It is a theory and
a caloulation rather than & worl- in actual progress,” The
work exists in the artist's head, the -design is there, the
pattern was **showed on the Mount ;* ‘but the means by
which it is to be visibly embodied, the machinery, the
scaffolding,—everything for ‘the erection of the fabric, is
“impeded, snd the work is standing still from the operation
of some deep, silent causes, which we cannot fathom,
The Rojah goes on to us that, extraordinary and
unlucky as it seems, the very growth of Christian convert-
ing zeal seems only at first to atrengthen the antagonistio
religion, and to strengthen it, moreover, not simply w
a prineiple of obstinacy, but by really bringing out what-
ever power and reality it has within it, ‘He illustrates
this-out of his own exzperiencoin Borneo. There *“ in ex-
actly the same proportion as the Christian hias been ear-
nest the Mahomedan has been made-earnest too. When
there were only balf-a-dozen Christians in the country,
when their devotions wore necessarily in their own houses
‘and in private, there was no Mahoriedan mesque at all,
You never saw a Mahomedan say his prayers ; but divectly
our church arose and the bell rang to give warning that
service time was come, directly our services wero attended
upon, up started Mehomedan mosques ; five times a-da:
did the Mahomedans pray, and the large drum on whicg
they beat at service fime was sounded.” Here is & diffi.
-enlty, for it would appear at firat sight that Christian zeal
only rebounded -upon itself and gave strength to the very
cause which it wanted to wealten. What is to be done
when your own activity fights aFainst you? The answer
which is given, and which we believe is a true answer, is,
that ultimately the pious hesthen will come to the tether
of his own religion, and will find when he arrives at g cer-
tain point that it doea Dot satisfy.ell the cravings of his
spiritual nature, Thus, if action breeds counter-action on
one side it does the same on the other. The Christian
ereates a diffioulty for himself whon his own zeal only
elicits the power of the antagonist religion, but that reli-
gm also brings about its own extinction when it raises its
isciple just to a-point at ‘which he becomes dissatisfiad
with it, and finds that he hns been improved only
to discover that he wants another giide; but in the
meantime tho cause of Christianity waits, and waits
long, while ‘this intricate web niy missionary diplo-
macy unravels itself, and this process of action and
roaciion comes to an issue. 'The rudo aboriginal
Dyak, Sir James says, is comparatively easily con-
verted,: because he has no religion to begin mt}{ ond,

therefore, w of s d, if only in sef-defence
against the The bas a great advantage
over him at present in hsa a book,” in which it is

Ving
written that the Dyak ‘‘shall be turned into firewood
after death.” This disagreeable prophecy he brings down
upon the Dyak, who, i he has no ““ book,” can
neither retort upon nor even simgly shield
himself. The Dyak, then, wants ‘& book," and, hearing
that the Christian has one, he comes to him forit, for the
i i ection, and to remedy the at
eous position of things, accord-
vho murders his wives and chil-
a slave of him is certain of aalvation,

while the Dyak, who is the sufferer by all this viclencs, is
“tertain of perdition. If he can come up to.him on this
“temporal atage, he will, at any rate, i
ivisible world, But the Mahomedan 25 alroady
his “bool/" and doos not, feel this want; “He maets the
Christian with a'revelation of his own, ‘and * book” con.
ﬂ-nnm [ boo'k'.ll- . . . g .

‘We commend Sir James Brooke's remarks-on conversion
to the consideration of the orators who mmintthgiplattorm.
of Exeter-hall, Without diminishing their zeal, his speech
may gtill supply them with an.aspect of the subject on
which they do not often reflect, and which .will perhaps:
oven be.new to some of them, These sﬁe«kers_afe full of
pious disclaimers 6f man's powers, and talk of “God's
good times” but it is evident that their imagination rests
wholly'and exelusively on the human visible means of con-
‘vergion, and that they reldom, if ever, Jthink of the

| invisible side of the subject—those deep, latent causes

which are not within our knowledge, and with which we

cannot deal. They do not think of the history of the.
human race as o mystery, and ome of the greatest of
mysteries, or of the rise, growth, and continuance of those

great historical religions which stand outside of Christi-

anity, as being to us a dork enigma. All is plain and

: to these gentlemen. Yet, if they reflected with any-
serlousnesa upon these striking and solemn. facts, they

would begin to suspect the snug completeness and com-

ractness of their own view. They would become

charitable even if they lost self-confidence. They would

gather that when such vest effects exist there must be -
auses-in.operation which we have not reached ; that we

counot pretend to heve mastered all the arcana of the

heathen mind; as forthed upon thess old religions, and
that till we do we must look upon oursslves as to-a great’
extent converting in the dark, It may be quite right to

be sanguine as to an ultimate future, quite right to make

use of all present means; but it is not right to forget our

ign(;!t'lx}nce' and nemamryiﬂindnm on this and many other

q‘L‘IB ona, : .




