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EXECUTIONS IN CHINA.

I saw no executionsin China, but they are very frequent.’ snd’
oer asionally very cruel Abont a year .-bﬂfom??migad in ihg
' gows 247y, the town of Shanghae had been. occupied. by the rebals,
and held for & considerable time against the Imperinl forags, When.
the place was taken, about five per cent. of the captives were,re-.
served to de tortured; and all the ‘rémainder were:eéxecated in a
pecnliarly Cainese style. Thsir tails wete tied to 4 bambdo sup-
‘ported abeve e head, and the neck wag ther restly cat throngh

by one stroke of a sword, the Body falling to.the ground; and the
‘head remaining suspended in & conveniest position for snbsequeny-
coliection, AMany thousands of péraons were thus disposed of, and
their heads packed in” baskels, to be exhibited in public situstions,
 §aw twe or three over the gates of the' city,” The Chinese, liko
pthor Orientsl nations, .geem-to show great indifferenca to pain;
and pvou deaih; whethsr inflicted by or npon themselves: Suicides
ars eognmon, . from the slightest motives; and. the legal panish--
ments arg of frightiul severlty. Another proof of this, to us, in-
sxplicable peenliarity is the well-known fact that vigarions punish-
ment i3 recognised by the Chinese law, and’ that snbatitutes may
be bired fo undergo avery legal penaity, even death iigelf, - An ade-
ditional fact, corroporating: this view, Is, that great -pirates and
gobbers have bsen frequencly known,to surrender thewmselves -for
grial, when a large reward Lad begn offered for their apprahension;
in order that kuoir.famil’es might Le rendersd comfortable for life .
by the price of tholr blood.  This singular cb'nseness to bodily
guffaring is found, more or less, among all Orientals; ‘Taoe most
feartnl rortures will xarely ‘exiygot an avowal of guilt, or fhe be-
trayal of & confederate. -.Captain Marryat telis a story of 4 Malay,
whum he caught; when. on gorsica in the Xastern svas. - The cap-
tain wud neustiy surs thet £is 5apieve possessed certaln information
which ns w.susd to obtan, acd Auding all bribery and gen.le
mea-k urave'ling t0 make him speak, floally threatened him with'
death, and ordared a file of marines to be got ready for the purpose.
The man was not in the least disturbed, but 1equested leave to
finish a cigar-which e was smoking; and permission being given,
e sut down in a port for the purposa. 1n & faw minntes, however,
he threw his cigar away, though but half consumed, complaining
ghat 1t did not draw well, ard at oricd began to make preparations
for his own desath, by binding up his long-hair in a knor, on the
top of bis head, and unwrapplug the dhotec, & long cleth worn
about the loins. "Folding his dhotes, and laying it on the deck to
cateh his’ bloed, he knelt down, and waited with perfect unconcern
for the fatal stroke. Captain Macryat, finding ‘tust even 1his
means was ineffectual in overcoming the obstinacy of bis prisoner,
was unwilling to teke lfe unnecessarily, and. had ‘him -sent
z?goig,cka-fter giving him .some slight presents, in admiration ‘ox
pin ; -



