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+| The orew of tha longboat, however, did not fare so well;

RESCUE OF THE CREW OF THE SIR C. NAFIER,
OF SUNDERLAND.

Her Majesty’s government, through the Board of

Trade, have presented a sextant to Cesptain Barton, and &

lescope to Mr. Thompeon, the recond mute ot the ship Me-

lanie, of Coringn, for tbe gallantry they exhibited in rescuing

the crew irom off the jsland of Pule Bmu:,;d whare they %ag

.| been seized and detsined by the

ru]l:;eu bave aleo been awarded to Captain Barton by the Board

of for g ipwrecked crew. The Sir Charles
Napier, Balsillie, left Raogoon, May 17, for Falmouth, and
the ship suddenly showed indicat f having sprung a leak,

o4
the vessel having made a steady loak at the rute of two inches
per hour from the time she left Rungoon uotil the duy before
the accident, when it greatly incremsed. Captain Balsillie, |
finding the crew unable to keep the water from inmmius.
and the ship sfloat, gave orders for the boats to ba red,
and such portable articles ss conld be removed to be stowed
thercin ; and at7.30 .M, on tbe 2od of June the three boata
were lowered, there being at this time eight feet of water in
thohold, The captain, his wife, Alexander Greig (first
mate), Charles Morgan, snd James Jobnson, ammlasm-
ceeded in the hﬁboat; in the gig were Robert Balsillie,
(second mate), Martin Gardiner, Alexander Mackintosh,
John Chemist, and Willism Dixon ; and in the jollyboat
Alexsnder Pau), Thomas Wilson, John Brown, William
Miller, and Thomas Smith, The boats wereordered by the
captain to proceed is the land, supposed to be
the islend of Pulo Brasso, On the seme day they
wads the land, which proved to be the jsland;
a stroog breezs apring-in% up, eeparated the boats.
The jollyboat first got into Pulo Brasso, the gig second, and
the longboat made the ether side of the island, The two
former Loats wore in company all the first night, stearing for
Acheen; st the same time they were ch by two armed

.| prabus, under oars. Owing to the darkness of the night they
+{ esvaped. Daylight next morning the two prahus were seen

at anchor off the mouth of the river, and which gave chasa
after the gig, and fired ball atit to der, whieh compelled

| the boat to heave to. The two pralus came up alonguide the

boat, and robbed the occupants of all they had. The jollyboat
eacaped into Acheen., The gig was seized by both prahus,
the crew of each isting of 30 in ber., The pi
then took the shipwrecked mariners on sbore, gave them some
rice and corry, and sent them undera guide a distance of three
miles, to the King of Acheen, where they remained two dn?.
ar

r
on landing at Pulo Brasso, the captain, his wifs, and craw,
wore, from the treachery and barbarity of the ) ,h“g;
in constant fear of being stabbed, All their clothes,
ehip’s chronometer, were taken from them, and they were
not allowed any food, or to sail away, and for two days wera
in the boat constantly on watch, fearing the natives were
coming to put an end to their existence, At this time it was
reported to Captain W, Barton, of the ship Melanie, of
Coringa, and to Captain Petibon, of the French ship Jean
Victor, that the crew of an English ship were in the hands
of the natives, and they forthwith voluntesred to bear down
for the isla elanio arrived off Pulo Brasso, havi
on board th who hed given the ipformation, a
whom they forced to go with thewm, Op land-
n  the south-east coast of the island, the
old them the white men were on the other side.
ain Barton and his eecond mate, Mr, Thompson, took
their course through the woods over the island, when they
met some of the natives, bsing the same who hed plundered
the boate. Ceptain Barton spoke to some of them, he being
acquainted with their langusge, when one of them went
ind him, and drawing his kvife wasabont to stab the cap-
tain, but hsg:ree‘lwﬂ the fellow's intention, and drawing his
own sword, he told him that_although they were m:ﬁ he
was not afraid of them all. He demanded that his fellow-
creatures should ba delivered up to bim, and if his request
was complied with he wonld make them s handsome pre-
eent; but if not, he and his second mate were determ! to
8ell their lives dearly, Mr, Thompson baving promised
Captain Barton to share his fate, be it what it might, Cﬂg-
tain Barton, sword in hand, cenght hold of the heei man by
the arm, and forced him to shew where the longhoat wus
lying at anchor inside the surf, It is impossible to describe
the feelings of Captain Balsillie, bis wi'e, and fellow-snf-
ferere, when they perceived Captain Barton sod his mate,
Captuin Barton compelled the natives to give up the ship's
obronometer,q snd of the articles plundered, baut, as
night was coming on, tmmﬁ’.thwgi;[t prudent to remain
on shore, and eail was made for the Melanie, which was
reached &t 8 o'clock that evening. Captain Balsillie, in
company with Captain Barton, went to the Acheen
River 10 learn the fate of the other boats, when they met the
mate of the French ship Jean Victor, who informed them

"1 the remainder of the crew had been taken from the shore to
‘| that ship by Captain Petibon, It apgem that he had heard

of the detention of the men of the Sir Charles Napier, and
of the conduct of the natives towerds them ; and being on
intimate terms with the King of Acheen, ha went up to
Agcheen and ted his assist inp ing the libera-
tion of the Englishmen, The King sent a messenger to whero
the boat had been plundered, snd Captain Petibon having
promised the natives a present if they delivered up their pri-
soners free from any further molestation, & boat was seen
soon afterwards to leave the shore, and ultimately the men
were teken charge of by, and placed on board the Melanie,
which proceeded with them to Madras, These facts having
been represented to the Foreign Offica, they were communi-
cated to the Marine Department of the Board of Trade, and
the testimonials mentioned were awarded, The Foreign De-
partment are about to present Captain Petibon with some
suitable acknowledgment for his services,




