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. T85.LATE MURDER,0N BoABD TAE JEREMIAE THOMPSON.
" —Much comment hus taken place. here with regard to. the
.pow_undoubited murder of the-man, who-bas turaed-ont to
] " named Jobn Batchway; whose:body was sent
 oxrshore trom'she.J erewiab Thompson.. Thé evidence given
.bsfore the, cuponer established ‘clearly that_the degth of |
Haichway. was caused by a fracture of the skull from-a blow .
ir ficted by & bluntihstrument, . T boatswain, John Kees
.gan by nalne, was proved to have-beaten aud abused tha-de-
. ceased, aud it was stated that Keegaw' was-supposed to have

Ejupag or fallen’ dvertoard’ dnd’ been” drowned, and: Here all

“iface of the allegéc calprit’is. at once;lost, ‘No one saw |
Keegan go overboard, the pearest approximation to thut
- being that some one heard a splash in the water, and
thut afier that eplash Keegan was never again seem,
8o far 28 the evidence went, seemingly no search
was made on . board the ship to asgertain whether
Kceegan was not concealed there, neither was there the
slightest effort made to discover whether, if he was really
drowned, the drowning of Keegan was not o second marder
perpetrated to coucral the circnwstances and the perpetrator
of ko first, This looseness of investigativn becowes the
more remarkable and the more reprehensible, from the fact.
“that the mate, Hamilton Perry, ackuowledged ‘that he had:
" ofdered the carpenter to make the box into which the body
of Hatchway was placed, He acknowledged that the body
was sent ashore claudestinely by his orders, and in a note tv
the captaio, which accompanied the body, and which he |
acknowledged he had - written, it is expressly gtated that he
' f’%he mate) had beentold tha$ the man had been killed by
‘Keegan, With this knowledge, howdver, he attempted to
| get vid of the body 1n the manner deseribed, “ because if $he
woatmen had been told it was the body of a man, fhey
nijght have refused to take if on shore” Perry
thus in a very conclusive mabier establisied lim.
self a3. an “‘accessory afker the. fact;” yet in the
fuce of all this, mo effort was made fo investigate
Lis kpowledge of—if not bis connection with—the murder.
He was allowed at once to go at large, and on Tuesday the
Jereniinh Thompson proceeded on her yoyage to New York, -
bearing with ber, no doubt, Mr, Hamilton Perry, her mate,
and there are not wanting people here who believe that tkat
oificer is accompanied by his amiable boatswain, Mrs John
‘RKeegan, Conseqeent on these transactions and the conve-
| piext mode in which this tragedy has been passed over, vhe
1 coroner’ and the police "authorities mest with severe and
- general censure, - As ‘some_defence -of these extraordinary
1 proceedings, some parties .here say that, as all the indivi-
duala counectod with the crime, vickim as well as perpe-
trator, or perpetrators,.were foreigners, and as ths crice was
 committed on board of a foreign ship, the English laws could
not be made to reach the cass.” This may be so, and if so it
‘feems absurd, not to call it by a stronger pame; bus,
whether it was so or not, like the drowniaogof Keegan,
ard the ignorant inmocence of the mate, it appears %o
have beem takem for granted. No evidence was adduced
to show ihat the vessel and the supposed criminal were
foreign, In point of fact, as Keegan was not found alive,
be was held to be dead, and on the loosest of evidencs i& was
‘equally held to be nnnecessary o parsue the inquiry farther,
1t sucli is to be the mode in whith inquiries iato such im-
pertuns cases are fo be conducted, it is.generally said Lers,
that whatever way be the state of the law, is a mabter neces.
surily of the most complete indifference, Even the slightest
ofiences against the rights of property are ing uired iato with
s winuteness aud intelligence which contrasts strongly with
the apparently loose manner in’ which the investigation of

-

“suis atrocious crime has besn conducted..




