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An old Bishop of Brauvars, having a taste for
fighting, but being by his profession forbidden to
shed blood, hit upon the ingenious plan of dashing

out his enemies’ brains with a ponderous mace,
The Bishop of Lanvax has improved upon this |

invention, and devotes himself to the truly Christian
labour of *picking off™ fAis foes with a breech-

liding xifle: Tha stataent locketinonadivle ; bub, | Loy, was the brother of a chief, and this lad says

it is undoubtedly true, for we have it, as it were
under the Bishop's own hand and seal. The other
day there appeared in the TWmes a long letter
gigned * 1. T. Lanuax,” reciting the writer's
recent experiences with the pirates who
are said to infest the Bornean Archipelago, In
this document, which is written with all the gusto
of a newspaper correspondent describing an Ame-
rican battle, the Bismor relates a story which really
makes the blood of the render run cold with horror
and diggust. On the 15th of May, the Bishop of
Lanuax and Mr. J. Brookg, brother of Sir JamEs
Brooxy, of Sarawak fame, went on an expedition
to Bintulu, “a territory which the Sultan of
Bruxar has handed over to the Sarawak Go-
vernment.”  While theve they heard from Mr.
Hewms (who seems to be a sort of governor
or factor to the Broore family) that six
Illanun  vessels were lying off Muka, threaten-
ing the town, and plundering the shore boats of
that cowntry. Mr, Brooke and the Bisnor
instantly set off in two steamers for the scene of
action. The steamers were armed with cannon, and
the crews were supplied with muskets, the Bisuor
himself being the fortunate possessor of a Terry
Dreech-loading rifle, which seems to be regarded by
him mueh in thelight of a pastoral stafl, and which
he uses after the pattern of that bright exemplar
the pugnacions Bishop of Bravvaws. = After
erniging ahout for a day or two without
any vesult, the two steamers fell in with
three Jarge prabus, or native war boats. The
Borneans who were with them were asked whether
these boats were pirates, They promptly replied
in the affirmative. On this information alone, with-
out the least personal knowledge, but acting simply
on the word of half-a-dozen savages, Mr. Brookr
and his episcopal coadjutor gave chase to the
prahus. The latter rowed frantically towards the
shore, in the hope of escaping. One of them sue-
ceeded in the attempt, and got into shallow water,
where the gun-boats could not follow her. Another
finding escape hopeless, showed fight, and fired her
“lelahs” or small guns at the leading stenmer,
but without doing much mischief, “Then,” writes
the BisHor, “we opened all the guns we got to
Lear, and kept on at full power until we ran into
her, struck her midships, our stem yrunning right
over her, and then backed off again.”

the third. Again we quote the Bissor :— When
we came up with her she was fast slipping into
ghore, and we ran into less than two fathoms of
water with a rocky bottom under us before we
could strike her, which we did too far forwarvd to
sivk her, but she was disabled by the col-
lision, and sheeved round alongside of us
but did mot fght at ol A large num-
ber of “pirates” and of slaves whom they had
captured, were taken off these sinking pralws.
Most of the people were frightfully wounded, some
by the English fire, and others by the blows of the
Ilanures. “My hauds (agaiv says the Bisuor)
were soon full of work with the wounded, friends
and foes alike, arresting Lemorrbage, extracting
balls, and closing frightful aword or chopper
wounds, such perhups, ne are hardly ever seen in
civilised warfare” It is a churming picture—a
a Christinn Bishop safely ensconsed in a steamboat,
running down a set of half-naked savages, shooting
then, pounding them with canuon shot, aud then
taking credit for binding up the wounds which he
had himself helped to inflict.

But this is only the first act of the tragedy.
Thrce other prahus had gone out to sea. They
were followed, and oars being able to do very little
against steam, were soon overtaken. Naturally
enongh, they made no further attempt to fly ; but
with the courage of desperation, drew themselves
up in a rude order of battle, and prepared to sell
their lives as dearly as they could. One mun was
killed on board one of the steamers and two others
were wounded ; but this scems to have been
the full extent of the damage, for a kind
of breastwork of planks had Deen put up
which protected the English and their followers,
while the Illanus were exposed to the deadly five
of the rifles without the slightest protection. But
rifle firing was too slow to satisfy Mr. Brooks and
the Bishop of Lanuan. “Our plan of action (says
Bishop MAcpovaALL) was to gilence the brass guns
of the prahus with our rifles, to shake them ab
their oars with grape and round shot, until we
could run into them without their being strong
enough to Donrd us.” This “plan” ‘which hatl

] Having
thus finished one boat the steamer gave chase to

proved so successful with the first bateh of
Illanun bonts was tried  With = equal effect
uppn the 'second batch. “One of the vessels
was.out right in two,; the steamer went straighton
without backing, and she sank the other, one-half
¢h either side of us. The pirates fought to the
Inst, and then would not surrender, but jumped
into the sea with their arms.” Out of six vessels,
each with a crew of from forty to fifty men, the
steamers captured only thirty-two, One of these, a

the BisHor,—relapsing into piety when the
work of slaughter was over—“L shall educate
and try to make a« Christian of him " “Vory
few of the pirates (he adds) live to tell the tale;
some chptives assured us. that in the boat they
were in there-were only two out of the forny
fighting men who had not been killed or wonnded
by our fire, when we gave them the stem and cub
her down." So much for the general account of the
slaughter. Now for the Bismor's.own particular

_share in it. He modestly refrains from saying too

much about himself ; but he evidently took a full
share of the business throughout, .and towards the
close of his letter he contrives to lof us see something

"of what he nctunlly did, in the following passage,

which, ‘as proceeding from the pen of a Christian
Bishop we sincerely hope cannot be matched in the

“anpals of any section of the Church :—

© “%We have all great cause to be most thankful to the
Rajah Mudah for the very gallant, and yet wise and cau-
tioud, wuy in Wwhich he planned and carried out the abtack,
‘and also to Captain Hewat and his officers for the.cool nnd
atendy rantier in which the ship was handled, nud every-
thing done in the right time and place. Ou“row and
Sarawnk fortmen showed the influence of their good
training, nnd the examplo set them by their Furopean
lenders, Not a man flinched from his work, and, although
never in action Lefore, they showed the coolness and stea-
diness of veterans. We could not haye had more than
thirty-five rifles and muskets and smooth-bore guns among
ug—Iless, perhaps, than each of the pirate boats carried ;
notwithstanding which, our fire was so atendy and galling
that we very much kept down the fire of their leluhs, and
8o thinned their men as to put the idea of boarding us oub
of their heads. In short, our weapons, though few, were
good and well served, and in justice to the maker, I must
mention that my double-barrelled Terry’s breech-loader,
made by Reilly, New Oxford Strest, proved itself awmoat
deadly weapon for, its true shooting, and certainty and
ropidity of fire. It never missed firo once in eighty
‘rounds, and was then so little fouled that I
believe it would have fired eighty more with like
effect without wanting to be cleaned. When we
van down the last pirate all our ammunition for the
9.pounders was expended, and our own caps and cartridges
for the small arma bad nearly come o an end, so that if we
had had more prahus to denl with we should have been in
a sorry plight, and had to trust to our stem and hot-water
hioso to do the work. But the whole affair was most pro-
videntially ofdered in our not meebing the six boats to-
gether, when their firo might have been oo much for us;
and then in their departing from their usual plan of rush-
ing at us en masse to board, and by their separating and
giving us the opportunity of running them down one after
the other, We are, indeed, all most thankful lo our
Heavenly Father who thus ordered things for us, and made
us Hia instraments to punish these bloodthivaty foes of the
human race.” 1

The words we have printed in italic seem to us
to.be the very height of profamity. It almost ex-
‘ceeds belief that a Christian clergyman, and that
clergyman a missionary Bishop, shonld have the
audacity publicly to thank Gop for having enabled
him to share in the work of slanghtering two or
thrée hundred of the heathen whom he was sent
out to convert! Granted that the Illanus are
pirates, was it Bishop Macpoveary's function to
chase them in armed steam boats, shoot them
from hehind eafe cover with o long-range rifle, to
pour upon- them scalding water from the ship's
boilers, and finally to run their vessels down, cub
ghem 'in two, and sink them, regardless of the
horrible death this dealt out indiscriminately to
the pirates and -their captives? Is this the kind-
‘of Bishop whom PauL would approve? Is this the
sort of missionary enterprise for which the
Christian public of England subscribe their money .
and offer wp their prayers? Granted that the.
destruction of these pirates might have been an act
of justice, the Bishop of Lasuax had no right to
onrol himself amongst the executioners, ov to handle
his rifle with savage delight, which is positively
revolting, or to write and publish an account of the
transaction in terms which show that it met with
his heartiest approval. The Bishop.cnncludes his
epistle with a fervent appeal to the English Govern-
ment to lend him and his' coadjutors assistance to
continue this work of slaughter.

“If the English Government will now act with and
assist us, wo shall soon clear the Sarawak and Labuan
waters of these pests, Assisted by the experionce and
knowledge of our nntives, the work would bo done surely
and effectually ; but, single-handed, the Sarawak Govern-
ment, notwithstanding all it has done, cannot carry it
out. We want means; if England or Englishmen will
give us that, we shall gladly do the work, and feel thatwe
are delivering our fellow men, and doing our dufy lo
God, who has commanded us to free the captive and
deliver the oppressed. While at the same time we shall
be averting a danger which is ever threatening us at our
own doors, and has o long crippled the eunergies and ve
sources of this countay.”

The only possible excuse for such an appeal is
that it must have been written before the frenzy of
blood had passed away. It seems to be quite
time for the English Government to do ' some-
thing in Tespect to these proceedings in the
Enstern seas. We do not know by what
right private Englishmen go into a foreign country,
make treaties, and levy war on their own account.
If British interests require protection the measurcs
taken with that object should be dictated and
controlled by the recognised national authorities.
It is something monstrous that private adventurers
should be permitted to commit acts which bring
discredit on the English name ; and it is lamentable
as well as monstrous that a Christian minister
ghould become o foremost actor in the work of
destruction, to say nothing of his being its eager
and laudatory chronicler.




