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Tur daring case of piracy on board the Flowery
Land prought out in evidence before Mr. HENEY,
at the Bow-street Police-court, reads more like
page from the history of the savage bravadoes that
were the terror of the Mediterranean in the

Middle Ages, or the marine bandits which atill-

infest the Chins sess, than the sctory of an
English vessel that clesred with her crew from
the Port of London scarce six meonths ago. It is
difioult to imagine the mental state of darknmeas
‘and brutality which this atrocious and compliosted
crime reveals. It seems almost impossible at thia
time of day for any man, much less any company
of men,.to believe, as these men evidently did be-
lieve, that auch desperate acts of robbery and
murder could be committed on the high seas with
impunity ; -that they could kill in cold blood
the captain and ss many of the orew as refused io
shave their enterprise, seize the valuables on board,
souttle the vessel within sight of land, and sfter
landing with their plunder on the adjacent shore,
permanently escape all inquiry or pursuit by
means of & few incoherent and palpable falachoods,
In this point of view the atory is an instructive cne,
sz helping to throw some light on the unsuspected
depths of savege barbarism and almost incredible
brutality among the lower sea-faring and refuse
population close to our own doors.

~ The vessel Flowery Land sailed from London,
‘with 19 seamen on board, on the 28th of laat
July, bound for Singapore. The crew was ain-
gularly polyglot, there being, besides Englishmen
‘and Scotchmen, a Blalay, two Ohinese, two
'Greeks, seven Spaniards, one Austrian, and a
Frenchman. The scenes of violence and blood
sfterwards enacted on board were no doubt in part
due to this composite charascter of the orew, the
Greeks and two of the Spanish ssilors having
spparently originated the piratical sttempt, and
become ringleaders of the gang who carried it into
execution. After the sailing of the vessel all
went well for upwards of a month, but about the
1st of September one of the Greeks, CarLos,
showed sigus of a mutinous disposition, and re-
fused his turn st the watch under pretence of
being sick. Eventually he was forced on deck by
the mate and boatswain, and temporarily lashed to
tho rigging by tho mate’s orders. He was soon,
however, liberated by the captain and sent below
sgain, 0 that in this instance he was cor-
tainly not treated with any special hardship,
It seems, indeed, from - his subsequent
conduct, that this man purposely behaved
in a sullen
order to provoke the officers of the ship, and thus
have some pretext for the bloody plot he and some
of his associates were maturing. Soon after
this, acoordingly, this same man, having picked &
quarrel with one of the Spanish sailors, was fight-
ing on deck, when the mate again interfored, and
steuck him. A few days later the plot was carried
into execution, the mate being struck down on

 their orders, or ailence all opposition by the same

“'nothing of what had ocourred, and to' give s false

and disorderly manmer in. _ L
| orders he did not, as appears from his evidence,

deck at midnight, the csptain murdered in his
berth, aud his brother, who was a passenger on
board, covered with wounds and cruel blows as he
attempted to ascend the compamion, On thet
night, the 10th of September, WirLiaM TA¥FIx, the
boatswain, whose evidence in court yeaterdsy re-
vealed the whole story, waa on deck from eight till
twelve, taking the first walch. All was quiet
when he went below, but about three o’clock he
was awakened by s noise on deck, as if people
were beating heavily on the companion. He at
once tried to get on deck, but found the way
blocked by the body of a man whom & number of
porsons were beating with handspikes. The tfer
rible sequel may be told in his own language :—
T tried all I could to draw the man down from
% the ladder, but could not move him. I called
% ¢o the captain for help, but got no answor. I
% wont to his berth ; he was not there. I came
¢ back to the main cabin and found him lying dead
“ in a pool of blood on the floor. Itrimmed the
“¢ lamp, a8 the light was dim, and saw that his
¢ ghirt was cut with knives. He was in his night-
¢ dress, I went to his brother’s berth, and found
¢ him gone too. I then went to the companion,
‘¢ and found that the man lying there was the
‘¢ oaptain’s brother. I went to my berth and shut
4 myself in.” He remained shut in three-quarters
of an hour, and the horror of his eiteation,
expecting every moment to shave the captain’s
fate, may be easily imagined. At length one of
the gang who spoke Englich called him to come on
deok, promising he should not be murdered. They
wanted him in fact to navigate the vessol to some
place where they might, be put on shora. This he
undertook to do in order to save hig life, dissem-
bling, it may be supposed, as well sa he could, his
Jhorror of the bloody deed of the gang around him.
His position, however, during the remainder of the
voyage was a perilous one, his associates naturally
eyeing him with suspicion, and being ready
st sny moment, should he show anything
like hesitation or delay, tp enforce obedience, to

violent measures that had made -thét;n masters of
‘the ship. On the day after the murder of the
captain, for example, the gang proceeding to divide
his money and his goods, summoned Tirrir to
¢ ghare out” the gold among them., He refused
at first, but was at length compelled to obay.
Again, & fow days after the murder, Tarrin de-
poses that he sighted & ship steering near their

wanted to compare longitude. There was some diffi-

! oualty about this st first, but at length permission was
' given, with a striot injunction, of courre, to ssy

| aocount of the name, port, and .deatination of the
| yessol. But though he faithfully obeyed these

escape all danger: “I did that beosuse I was

' had fold someth

| bearing of ‘even thome amongst ~the gang!
who had been most friendly towsrds him |:

1 at once sullen and violent, refusing to answer any -

| with the ship and those among the crew who, like.

oourse, and asked permission to spesk to her, as he |

6 gfaid of my life. '~ ¥ thought if I had not done
E{“ so I should Lkave to go overboard: We got the |
| ¢ Jongitnde, which was 33 west, - After the ship
' ¢ had paased there wes & quarrel among the crew
¢ and a great noise, between the Manilla men and |
¢ Spaniards snd the two Greeks, and I understood

 from Livons thit it ¥as beosiunb thiéy thought I

ing—¢hdse whia cauld not spesk .
ot : ed very dapgerous, and I |
|!* thought thy 1ifo wha in danger.”: The steward, |
} who appears to have been more obuokious, to the |’
gang than the ‘boatawsin, was, a few dayslater, 1.
seriously wounded, atibbed, ir the sidé add arm, |:
by one of them who hed drunk more freely than |.
nsual. | At Tength, on the 4th of “October; the |-
vessol sighted land, -about & hundred apd sixty |
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miles from Monte Video, near the mouth of the.
River Plate—the destination choen 'by, the gang

|at the suggestion of their ‘Spanish: associstes. |
‘Here, Tarrin's gervices being no longer required
| to navigate the ship, ke quite. expected to share |

the fate of his superior officers ; the menscing

confirmed his worst féars. . They - bedame.
of his questions s to'what they ‘proposed- to do:

himself, might be looked upon. as prisoners.
Eventually, however, on hie asking one of the
Spadish sailors who passed néar him snd under-
atood a little English whether they were going to
kill bhim, the follow ocoolly replisd that he
rather thought his comrsde, Branco, was
sbout to do it. The steward, who sgems to
have been specially reserved for & lingering fate,
having got into one of the boats, was attacked
with bandspikes, bottles, and other missiles,
driven into the water, and drowned. The boat.
swain, however, was allowed to proceed in the
boats with the pirate crew and their plunder.
How they came to allow so dangerous @ witness

to land, and soon after landing .escape their |!

vigilance, is & mystery which only the proverbial

‘blindness which attends the worst crimes can |
In an hour or two the cargo was safely |

solve.
landed, and the vessel scuttled and sunk, But

glthough they had apparently’ got safe off with |,
their prize, the avenging hand of justice soom |
Tarrie found a .

overtook the murderous crew.
way of communicating with the magistrates of

Rocha, and the misereants were apprehended and |

——
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sent to England, to be dealt with as their crimes
deserve. ' :
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