Daily News (London), Thursday, February 4

JIEE CASE OF MURDEE AND PIRACY

Flowey, Land morchant ship, the grostash iaterdat

, 1864
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it ought_ooly o be divided _smong eight. Hespokein
Sy S
iom

h,}"-‘!ﬂ%!ﬂd*#_ art was filled ot ap enrly b
, The prisoners, John 233 | Frandseo
Ambrosio aliss’ Mauricio Durranna, 35 ; Basilio
Santos, 20 Georye Carios, 30 ; Marcus Watter,'
Marchilino, 32 ; Migue! Lopes alias Joreph Ohances
| The Catelan, 22 ;iall sallors; ware chargsd with the wiliu
murder of. Geogge Swmith, npon the high sess. @ - ;
u}.ﬂh]“ : Jnined to the pri 2
 medium of an iaterpreter, and they all pleaded nof guilt
' The Bolicigor-Gepers), Mr, Welsby, Mr, biaﬂ.ﬂ
| Mr. Beatley apipoaréd dn bebalf of the Crown. ~The
sopors ‘were defended by Mr. Bleigh; Mr. Metoalls,
| Ribboo, Mr, Bast, and Mr, Kemp, instructed by Me
o behialf of the Spanish, Tarkish, and Greek Gonsnls, .|
The priscness electad to be tried by an Boglish jory,.
Watter, when ho was asked whetler he was guilty
murder, or not, replied, **They mede me stab bim,”
, These preliminary proceedings osoupied a good deal
time, and It was dearly 11 o'clock before the trial cbim-'
mnm' |.. Wi e . N
"The Solicitor-General, in opening the case.for the' prose. !.
oution, gves narrative of the ciroumstances under whioh |
the charge was preferred against the The prin-;
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cipal facts will be freah in the recolleotion of the publio as '
they bave appeared rasently in the Bow-strect polise report, |
It will be bered that the pri formed part of |
the crew of & vesse! called the Flowery Land, which salled
from the port of London on the 28th July on & ‘voyage to
Singapors, currying & cargo of wines and other goods,
Pwenty persong appesr to have been on board the vessal,
obasisking -of the captain; Joha Buith, the st and second
HiA%H, tho ook add bteward, aud o boy called the lamp-
lighter ; thicke wis 'alsg' passengor, George Smith, brother
to the captifp, “and ‘the ‘réat, In number fourteen,
mm being composed  of ~different Dations,

jéra being two Greeks, three Spaniards, one German, s
» Froschoisn, and some Eoglish, Most of them underatood

arew, it appeared, after gotting o sea, from time fo time
showed some slight sigos of insubordination, and some
ht {shment ond jon was the

tho orew, and on ons occasion puoishment of
& greater severity was inflioted on she prisoner Uarlos,
who would not attend to his duty, and was strapped to the
rigging ; but the captain interposed and caused him to be
released. The man said he was ill, sad the captain ordered
him medicine, and sent him back to his berth, Nothing
sppeared, however, to kave transpired to cause any suspicion
that an orgsnised mutiny was afloat h less such &
orime &s had been perpeteated. On the night of the 98k or
10tk the chief mate was on deck, in command of the watoh,
snd the captain and other officers were below, aud about 3
oolook an attack was made on the first mate, bythe crew,

was unable to make any communication with the captain.
Some of the arew were down below, and the captain left his
berth, having probably been disturbed by the noise above,
and bed reached the eabin where he was atsacked, and was
killad by staba from s number of daggers. Hia brother, hear-
ing the noise, Jaft his barth, and was proceeding up the com-
ponion ladder, when he was selzed and thrown into the sea,
A rope waa pik round the nsck of the captain'a body to haul
him up and throw him overboard, whea the secoond mate
interfered, and sskod permission to sew the body up in
canvas, and perforc s well as powible the last offics to the
dead. This, howover, was denied, and he recsived a
blaw which knooked him down, The captais, the frst
mate, snd the ceptain’s brother heving been killsd, the
ship was searched, and all the property, including
aboub 704, which was in the captain’s desk, was brought
out for division. ‘The second mate, who had Jocked himself
in the cabln, was mado to come out, at 8rst declining, fear-
iog thas hislife might be taken, but on receiviog an as.
gyraoce that he would not be hurt, he relesssd himself, and
he was compelled to divide the property. The prisoner,
Walter, it appearsd, wanted the spoil to be divided
amongst eight of the orow, but Lyons said that
it should be divided among seoventesn. The second
mate, and thoss of the crew who took no part in the affry,
declined to have sy portion of it, but the sccond mate was
told that bo must divide it amoogst the seventeen, which
they compelled him to do, and he locked his portion up in
ono of the ocsplain's drawers, The ship's carpenter
also doclined to take any, ms
the crew, buy they wers fold that they must have
it, aod they took it. The secoond wats was com-
pelisd to navigate the ship, he beiog the only one an board
capable of doing s0, and on the 2ad October in the dey time
theyeighted land. The second mate, then, as on several
other jons, was threatened with viol for bringi

English to soma extent, and some spoke it guite well, The | Mary jn Mon

alight § -
mate hoving to use the zopes end to some of

with handspikes, and he was killed, Ho callad for belp, but

well as somp others of | o

U

alterwards, Land soms of
beats, and the rempinder and the
apothor, and when we had gobabout s hundred:
the ship we heard some one. on oall us . No
mmod.’mol!l.nod to do so except Watter, and ho ordérsd
the boat's head to be turned round, and we rowed back to
the ahip, and the: prisoner Lyons ordered us on deck.

went.oa the deok, and saw Dursnno throw some bottlus of
ohampagne into'the boat. After this I saw the staward in
the water. T.‘:: was not able to reach the luod, and
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mer were on board

mads for the lacd,
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4 A
that we bal
sho had’ foundered five hundred
that wo had been out five' days and
aleo told me to say that the captain and
orew had got into another boat, and that we
which way they went, I did not tell this
because there was 1o ope that could
time, I,and Canderesu, a Frenohman, who was ona of the
crew, afterwards laft the pritoners, and made & statement
before one of the courts as Monte Video, and the prisoners
were taken injo custody and seot to this conatry, .
Cross-examined—The captain was not addicted to the
. Thers were complaintz by
the orew of tho

insuficiency of the foood, and co also
complained of thuml]i qUAD
Lyons spole the best English,
were given to them in Eoglish, sod Lyoos translal
to the other men, The same ce continued alter the
of the captain. After I heard the hammering noisa
on the deck, I observed that the prisoner Lyons had s cut
oo the face, and was bleed‘.ldui. Me bad evidently received
s severs gut,  They told me
aod I put my baod round Lyoms's neck, snd implored bhim
to save me.  All my hopes
tively whether Lycns
“ they” bave ki the captain,
u;:'ln Lyons seemed to take the command, but all the
others appeared to huve on equal share, When the pri-
mﬂ:l?’mdlohan with nl;:ll‘ml bad spoken the
vemssl, Lyoos to me to be endesvouring to appease
shu:lhudto xplain what had really occurred. 1 have not
the slightest doubt
was rather a striok man,

e
doubt that he saved my life, “The first mate
uan, sod when be ordered anything to
be done, he expected it to be done ly. He made mse
of harsh language to the crew, never saw_him stnke
any of them. Lyons ouly spokie broken English —his own lan-
mnﬂpﬂiﬂl. The prisoner Santos could not spoak
oglish at all. Some of the crew were Eoglishmen, but
they all recolved the same rations; and I am not awars
thet some of the crew were designated asthe ** Blacks,”
1do not know what Carlos and Blanco quarrelled abouf
buot it wasa violent quarrel ; and coeol them eadeavoul
tomake use of uinqi!s. I laft the watch onthevight of
the murder at 12 o'clock, but Icannot say whetber the pri-
soer Carlos was ab the wheal ab this time orpot. It was
hﬁ.;hn told mo hx take (“,I':'. mlolfithw hﬁem
or Buoeoos Ayres. oourse, 1 was wvery
alarmed and exoited at the time the cccarrence took place,
but Iam certain that he told me I was to tuke the vessel to
onnof the placesI have mentioned; on the same morniog
the murder was committed, Iam sare it was not Lyoos
who told me. Ididll{ that if T went to Buenos Ayres I
should be punisbied for it, 28 I wasin command of the vessel.
I do nok remember whethor Carlos said that we should not
ed, as we had nothing to do with the murder,
Earley said—1I was ship’s boy on board the Flowery
Land, and all the prisoners” belonged to the same ship.
September [ was on the look-out, and saw
Mr, Carewall in the forecastle, Immedi efterwards I
heard him call out * Murder,” and saw the prisoner
Durssuo in thesct of wiriking him with & heodspike. I
went to th rt of the chisf mats, and he told me to

tity of water. Imover heard

the captain say thal bad not enough fresh water
t u\ul.drln{ulh water,

sod Carlos was next to bim in this respect. The orders

ted them

them 8o near land io the daylight ; but be was spared at the
intercession of Lyons. The carpenter was then ordered to
propare the vessel for ssuttling, and then was compelled by
rueans of threats to bore four hales in the fore, and four
in the after parts of ths wessel, after which the boats
ware taken to. The cook and the boy ware lslt cn board
and allowed to go dows with the vessel, and the steward
sppeared about that time to have met with his death. The
oroiw alftermards landed et Moate Video, where s stary was
told that the ship had foundered some 500 miles out ab
sos, and that tho captain aod some of the crew
had gone off in one of the boatsand had not been seen or
‘heard of sinoe. The second mate and onoof thecrew,a
Fronohman, then managed to make their escape to & settle-
msot, where they found some ous who spoke Boglish, and
gave ioformation of what had oocurred, and the result was
that the eight prisoners and two other mon were appre-

wards brought to England. The two' others, who were
osmed Fraok Howell, or Paul, and Joo Williams, wers
discharged, there being no evidencs to show that they were
in any way connected with the crime.

William Taffer said—I was second mats on board the
Flowery Land whea she esiled on the 28th of July last from
Leoodoo,  The captain was Jobu Smith, and his brother
The I’im;uh was

pamas,
negleoted their d hava
beard the captain call them pames, I b f the
prisouers com of not béing well treated. Onons co-
casion Oarlos did not come upon deck when he wes ordered
B T oot ot i Bk, s poes hs e
arew m ol a ‘him on
the quastor dotk, and. the chief mate shen ordered me to
make him fast to the ri
in that position for
came up and ing
him

uty, asd I
some o

lieved by
EESaE a S
on on the
the crawrale) 3 .
brother, and the-chief mate an :&M had
Iturned in after 1 bad been relisved,
"o’clock I was awoke by & nolse on the deck like beating or
zmnxringi. I gotup nnﬂ;led iuntul‘giook, bn;hotg&
oot 6nce me ng on
oo dom e ciaoosn of spoe s g o B e
Blanco_was ope of the men

hended and taken before the Nuval Court, and after- |

oand call the captain, As I turoed to go away, Dursnno
Emmk Mr. (hmnlla:rin. Daranoo _ordered we
into the deck-house, and I remained thers until five o'clock
in the morving. At this time, I and rson, the car
, wont ouk of the deck-house and saw a quankity of
osd on the deck, and the captain’s body was on the deck,
eowod up in canvass, The dead body of his brother was
lying olese by, Taffer, the mundmm, was oryiog, aad
f‘hmﬂ Lyons tell him that they waoted to go to the River
Plats, oloss to Busnos Ayres, and he said he would doso
tosave hislife. I aftarwards saw the body of the captain
thrown overboard, On the same morning the priscmer
Blunco ordered me to go inko the cabin, n“!‘.goym golog
tochare the money, All the crew, except the man:at the
whea!, jered into thecabin at the same time,and Isaw
a quantity of money on the table. Taffer objected to bave
of the money, but insisted that heshoulddo so, I
41, 10s, s my share. I never eaw the chiel mate
-t;erhg;;p struck bme;ﬁlnwghmlgl;nw say that
when Wers m WAl Wi 8l0g-
in{.‘nnl" for the uoony The witoess then dmrlhla
N 31, ‘Wk 1, d. + u'. '3 d“.m‘;

iy, &h,

tling of the ship, g

w!;?t{ Ho also pro

leave the vessel, Duranno threw bottles of wine and drove

thesteward [ntothe water, and be called out to Lyons for as.

mmdhnpﬁdMMMthhdphimnhem
him befors, and drowning was too easy & death for

him, No assistancs was rendersd to him, and he wus

Cross-sxamined—Witness observed that Lyons had two
cntlmﬂe!lm,lnﬂm to bave besn made with
& knifs, After the d eaptain Lyons seemed to
nok an for theothars, He was the cnly ome of
o gy o S e g

3 an
o man go down ;t'&;lhorﬁ'ﬁ- The .?:3-';& wia a
Y seaman, wad the next witness, He
dej that ho wasone of the crew of the Flowery Land,
o of the ship with the

cecupied the same part
pied last wi

was burning ve
dead, covered
parta of his body. 1 = ]
captain's brother Iying in the cabln, Al this time
continued on tho deck, aud I heard somo one call
some upon deaks, but I eould not recognise the voloe
men. lo about three quarters of an hour
Lyons end seversl of other ners
to me. Lyons was ;pahmnn. I

ing to kill me, and Lyons said *
g: oaptain and the mate, aud
had got away from them,” and they wan
them tosome He gave

i
it

me to noderste
time that there was no one else on board who
the vessel, The whole of the
ooy Tl
Druranno, Loper, Watter, Carlcs,
Were ‘:"unt. I askod them what thﬁ
take veasel to, and Carlos said to the
bosaid it was & good country,
Spanish lo there, I then saw
S pons rovad tho gaptain's Deck, an
outof the cabin mtic:llhodwk. I
oai

oy

the body, and 1t was then
=€o o'clook tha same mor
deck, He hads knl
s, sl s
‘wanl GApall
eieos o Bad gob, and he aad Baion Curlos
mt inko thod‘::l:'o and xdmna‘dd:: iﬂl:

money wak pul |

uN:,ﬁ:ivaM'm Ertd that 1t dhould
intoseventeen parts.
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pon ous consion he heard the
be other men that if

in's broth light, mmgsthn ‘ h::“ ﬂﬁlmup-
tain's F WS Vary w him ow

with his own band. ki

Croas. ined—Th ion ha

place on the forecastls; Heni&:ibwuilthe

s t be had assin

@ was himself originally taken ioto custody om

tha charge of having boen concerned in this affair, and waa

examined npon that chargn at tho police-court, After his

discharge he was saked to give evidence against the other

prisopers. He was quite sure he did not se the mate alive

on the deck after Duranno had said that ho had stabbed
M rank Bomel;saoth Spaniard, deposed that he

, anosher N it be was also

board the Flowery Land, aud his watch turned

in oo the pight of the 9th of September, and the watch of

the firat mate succeeded. About half-past three o'clock he

hesrd a noise on the deck and sbme one screaming He

went on the deck end saw tho mate lying on the: deck,

e e e e e g

mate asl or a3 he was &

ons of the ors nf':nk him l:"itl.l » handspike. il

This witness then to give some further evi-

8% | denca in corroboration of the other testimony, amd this

closed the case for the prosscution,
‘The court then sdjourncd until this (Thuredsy) morning,
when the couusel for the prisoners will address the jury.
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