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LITERATURE.

Travels in the Central Parts of Inde-China (Siam),
Cambodia, and Laos, during the Years 1858,
1859, and 1860, By the late M. Henri Movwor,
Frenchk Naturalist. 2 vols. London: John
Murray. ' ;

The author of this work is entitled to the distinc-
tion of & martyr in the cause of poience and human
rogress. In him another stromg man has fallen
in the effort to increase the sum of knowledge, and
to subdue the earth in the noblest sense. 3. Henri

Mouhot was & Frenchman by birth, and partook

largely in the feelings and aspirations peculiar to

Frenchmen ; but ho wag also a citizen of the world ;

his larger experience tomed down his mation-

ality, and helped him to with toleration the
manuers and customs that differed most widely
from those of hisown country. To England he was
attached by many ties; his wife was an English-
woman and a relative of Mungo Park; his desire
to travel in the East was encoursged by the English
learned societies ; he wasa protestant, and felt ab
home in asprotestant country, and he bad been re-
sident among us for some years, These facts give
us & prelimi interest in his book, which is de-
dicated to the Xnglish societies, and that interest
is deepened when we learn that he died far away
from his home and friendsin the Asiatic wilder-
nesses, with the name of Him in whom he devoutly
trosted upon his lips. In the simple narrative
from which we gather these vircumstances there is
no pretence, no assertion of superior merit ; & noble
modesty ?rv_ades it, and breathes through every
lettor of the lamented author, This was not the
result of an under-estimato of the value of the
objects he had set before him, but of a just confi-
dence in the judgment of the scientific public, who

| aud encouragement which were necessa
. him to undertake his

he knew would duly appreciate his labours without
any attempt on his part to enhance their merit by
rhetorical devicea. The circumstances of his native
land forbade him to expect from it that asgistance
sary to enable
great task, but he found both
in our own country. Sir Roderick Murchison—to
whotn 1o man of genius ever applied in vain for
counsel or sssistance, and who himself pussesres
that great prerogative of genius, the power of dis-
ocerning kindred spirits—was not slow in bis respouse
to the upplication of M. Henri Mouhot, The great
phical and zoological societies took the matter
up, and the enterprising traveller was heartily
speeded on his distant journey. Fe was peculiarly
qualified for exploring strange lands; he was a
clever draughtsman, a skiful photographer, and an
sccomplished naturalist. The awmiability of his
disposition conciliated the good-will and won the
affection of the most barbarous tribes among whom
he sojourned ; be had a vapid and sure eye for ab-
servation, considerable knowledge of the arts, es-
pecially of architecture, s remurkable facility for
loarning languages, and an unflagging enthusiasm,
which, like the prime mover of a piece of machi-
nery, impt all in constant and effective action.
Added to these mental qualifications, he possessed
an excellent physical organisation; his bodily
strength and powers of endurance were very great ;
he scarcely knew what iliness was until he was
attacked by that brief jungle fever which earried
bim off, and ayainst even that he struggled for two
and twenty days. We will not resume the grief
with which the tidings of his death were learned in
this and other lands, nor catalogue the various tes-
timonies to his worth offered by the science and
learning of Europe. This will. all be found in the
work before us, and the records it containa of his
life and labours will be deemed after all the more
suitable and lastiog memorial of his bravery and
virtne. The countries explored by M. Henri
Mouhot &re, with the exception -of Siam, searcely
known even by name to the general public of Eng-
land. Csambodia and Laos, we venture to assert,
are strange words to inety-nine out of every hon-
dred of our countrymen, and Siom is chiefly re-
membered as the country which gave birth toa
romarkable brotherhood of twins. India we know
a little of, China we know less of ; but who knows
anytbing of the vast territories that lie between the
two? BSism, Cambodia, and Cochin China con-
stitute a somewhat thiok-nevked peninsula between
the gulfs of Siam to the west, and Tonquin to the
east. The neck rume up northwards to the tropic
of Cancer, and whilst the gulf of Tonquin continues
to be its eastern boundary, the Birman empire
bounds it on the west, lying between it and Hindos-
tan. From the western corner of the insula
stretches far out into the Indiam ocean the
long and slender peninsula of Balacca, Thia
Eaninsnla. is separated from the island of Sumatra
y & strait through which all ships coming from
India must pass in order to reach the Gulf of Siam,
‘The whole country lies as nearly as pessible between
the same parallels of latitude as the Indian penin-
suls, though the scene of M. Heuri Mouhot’slabours
and adventures is some tou degrees of longitude
farther from us than Indis. The river Cambodia
is well known to mariners trading to the Indian
ocean, but, unless by the Roman catholic mis-
sionaries, it has seldom been penetrated to any
extent. These volumes, it will be seen, then,
come before us with the great claim upon our
attention that they break up ground almost wholly
new, and describe to us countries and tribes never
orimperfestly described before. In the first volume
we find a succinct but very intelligible sketoh of the
history and geography of the kingdom of Siam,
including notices of the various periods of its com-
munication with Burope, and of the prineipal works
in which it is described, The story of Constantine
Phsuleon is here introduced, and 8 more exciting or
romantic tale has mever been told-—its trath
exceeds in startling adventures and brilliant ]
achievements the creations of fiction, and its
moral illustrates in & striking manner the insta-
bility of fortune. A strangerin the land he raised
himself by the sheer force of talent to the highest |
eminence, and to the possession of almost regal
power ; he founded the present capital, and com-
menced many great works both moral and material,
which, bad his life been spared and his power

continued, would have elevated Siam to the rank of



a great and civilised nation. With all bis autho- |
rity he could mot subdue the wicked passions of
jealousy, envy, and revenge——he could not * tie
up the venow in the slanderous tongue,” nor dis-|
arm. ¢ back-wounding calumny.” This result
ought not to discourage men of virtue and enter-
prise, though the lesson it teaches should impress
them: with the vanity of expeoting gratitude from
those who do not understand the value of the
benefits they receive. The reader will find & very
picturesque account of & voyage up the great river
Menam, a ueme which in the| Malay language
signifies the Mother of Waters, offering a curious
philological aualopy with the Mississippi, which in
the language of the red men signifies the Father
of Waters. Our author was muchstrack with the
ruins of the ancient capital Ayuthia. The country
everywhere, as; in Ceylon, presents traces of
an extinct civilisation, much more advanced than
that which has risen upon its ruina. The remains
of & pagoda at Ayuthis are wholly different in
style from the Chinese and Indian types of public
arohitecture, and in some places remind one of the
round towers of Ireland, which according to the
most probable conjectures are relics of a primitive
worship imported from the East. There in a
minate description, accompanied with several good
drawings, of the temple of Buddba on Mount
Pharabat, where his footstep is preserved ; it will
amply repay perusal. But besides these very in-
teresting  descriptions of . temples, pagedas,
and buildings generally, the . author
collected an iminense amount of information
respecting the people and the country, He appears
to have allowed nothing to escape him that might
in any degree increase the knowledge of the coun-
try to Europeans; he gives a whole fund of statis-
tical statements ing the numbers and
varietios of the population, the nature of the
government, the extent and commercs of the cities,
the menners and customs of the people. The
country again is thoroughly investigated, the
nature of its climate, soil, formation, and produc-
tions set forth, and all the forms of animal and
insect life peculiar to it minutely described and
occasionally figured. Mixed up with all this is the
author's personal history and da.\ﬁy experience
whilst engeged in his explorations, and this gives to
thewholes character which excites both our curiosity
sad sympathy. The author’s enthusiasm as &
naturalist prepared him to enjoy with the utmost
zest the proceedings of the wild denizens of the fo.-
rests through which he passed. He notices their
conformation scientifically ; but further, he watches
their economy, their wars, their sports, and the
rovident instinets by which they prepare for the
uture. On the banks of the Paknam-Ven he saw
a troop of apes engaged in what the gamin de
Londres would call ** taking a rise out of” anold
savage erocodile ; they hun% by one ancther's tails
and Ea.ws from the lofty branches of a tree that
overhung the shallow in which the old savage was
taking his siesta ; they lengthened the chain until
one of them got near enough to slap his head, when
be closed his jaws with & snap like & monstrous
gin trap. Whereat the tribe of tormentors shouted
and chattered in great glee. Again and sgain was
the experiment tried, but it was tried omoe %00
often ; the savage caught the little lithe hand that
had teazed him, and instantly transferred it and its
owner to his own stomach, This put an end to the
sport ; the apes fled shrieking, but only with for-
gotfulness almost human to recommence the dan.
gorous pastime after a brief period. At Ongar, the
ancient capital of Cambodia, the author came upon
the ruins of a magnificent temple, which, in design,
extent, aud the maguitude of its proportions, is
worthy to be ranked with the most famous relics of
the archbitecture of Egypt or Babylon, There is a
very full and minute description of these ruins’
illustrated by many excellent engravings, showing
elevations, perspective, and orpamental details.
With massiveness as great as that of E
Babylon, or Nineveh, the Camboidan ruins ibit
a more natural and elegant taste.  The sculptures
are exquisite, and altogether the remainsindicate

& higher wsthetic faculty and & keener apprecia
of the natural forms oﬁaanty than can be found in

the monstrous compound figures of the countries

jation ! |

i firat mentionod. Between the ancient architecture
“and the modera avchitcoture of Cambodia and Siam
- 'we notice this differences, thet. the ancient style ia
i original, having, we think, nothing like itin any-
| other country ; whilst ¢he . modern . style s
Eemdently a olose imitation of the OChineia, ; The
' new palaca of the Kings' of Siam looks like an
| Ttalian villa of the renaisssnce, only lighter and
| more orpamentsl ; but almost all the public
“edifices were outdone by one raised of combustible
ranterials for the ineremation of theQueen of Siam.
Thess countries seem to be among the most fertile
snd various in their productions in the world. With
splendid rivers, a hardy population, snd the ma-
terials for unbounded wealth, it is hard {o seb
limita to their destiny wers this people imbued with
even a small portion of European emterprise
and civilisation. It is coming :; & silent change
is oreeping over the whole of Hastern Asia.
Buropean maunufactures are leaking im to the best
seoured fastnesses of Oriental barbarism. European
notions are insensibly modifying the habita of the
people. Commercu is rapidly inoreasing between
the great cities and emporiums of Asia and Europe,
and without asswning the prophetic vein, we may
safely say that unless something occur to put an
end to this intercourse, it will be the channel of a
transforming influence flowing from the stronger
civilisation to the weaker. It is in contemplation
of such great secular changes that books likethe
present assume their real value, M. HenriMouhot,
and thoss who in the same spirit have looked for
their countrymen upon strangelands, and explored
new routes of thought and enterprise, are the real
pioueers of the world’s progress. - We have spoken
of thess volumes in general terms rather, in couse-
queénce of our owr limited space than because sach
terms are best caloulated to convey a right notion of
‘them, There aremauy subjects which might beaaailg
separated from the main theme of the work an
made the topics of special eulogium. In the @
pengives, for example, we have some exiremely
.yaleable papers, showing jmmense research and
'industry, and presenting most curious information
-under convenient forms of arrangement. Here is
‘an . important paper containing lists of the mew
' spéuies of animale discovered by M. Hepri Mouhot
 in Cambodia and Siaw, including five new: species
 of monkeys, ten new apecies of reptiles, eight new
 fishes, and a multitude of new entomological ape-
cies, including a mew spider, and s sp!e:&d
‘searabeus or beetle, two inchea long and flaming
in richly burpished armour. Besides these
we have & vast number of shells described

| and figured, which will »ejoice the hearts

of our oconchologists, The appendiz contains
further a meteorological register, which will give a
not inadequate notion of the climate, Then there
are tales translated by the author from the Chinese.
which show great proticiency in that most difficalt:
of all languages, and & Cambodian vocabulary which
will give aome em;iloymant to Mr. Max Muller
before he will be able to fix its place in the Argan
group. There are short monograms of the Damier or
Cape pigeon, and of the Albatross, which are full
of interest, and serve still further to define the
pature and habitat of these birds ; like everything
written by the author, they display remarkable
_powers of observation, and a very happy faculty of
“expression. The work abounds with capital illustza-
' tion from drawings by the author, and those of
them which represent the different types of the
buman face and form hear evidemt merks of
fidelity to the originals. These illustrations add
greatly .to the walue of the work, and
elucidate the textual information in a very
eppropriate moenuer. M, Charles Mouhot, the
editor, in fulfillig his duty, has not only gratified
his own brotherly affection, he has raised an enduz-
ing monument to the memory of him whom he
mourns, and laid under lasting obligations all readers
‘who rejoice in g fresh and true k., which con-
veys to-them & fajthful impression of some of the
most distant portions of the earth. The editor has
' done his work jn a manner worthy of his subject,
and this is no gmal} praise, sesing that the materiala
woro sont to him it & form which reguired the
leiercige of very great judgment both in selecting
- and repeating, The work as it lies before us is
excellently arranged, and well caleulated to become
a work of standard authority om the subject it
expounds, It might well have crowned a life,
though tha labours from which it issued -bad been
sl accomplished before the author had touched the

period of middle age.




