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TIGERS 1IN SINGAPORE
(Frim car Tropical Possessions 4n Malayan I ndin, By John
Cameron, Esq., F.R.G.8.}

1sm folly convinced that 363 men per snnum have
thele Hives dashed out by the crushing stroke of the
"ssrspaw, In the first place, there aro the Indisputable
proofs of st leeat forty cases in the year racovered in the
osegled corsss of the victims, Dating a year back from
the perlod at which I now wrlte, there have been recovered
toiets than forty.one bodles.in sli condiifons of hideous
dinzemberment, leaving no earthly doubt as to the manner
‘o which the poor fellows met their deaths, Ia the
wmeperlod I find that elghty-five addltlonal cases have
been veported to the pollee, In which the bodies conid
Wt be found, This wonld glve only a little over o
g of the number I have -set down 3 but ihe cases
abtendated can never, under the pecullax olroum.
itances, be expested to reach a Iarger proportion than this
“#fthe deaths that actualiy take plasecfrom tigers, It mns
‘tsboras fn ming $het the vietima are almost Invarlably
' QElnnmen, and that the dlstance from town of the locall.
“el whers thess desths take place Is meldom less $han
tite miles, and oftener fourteen, For the neighbours of
¢ men who had been carrled awsy by a tiger fo come
40 the nearest police mbation wounld of Itself necessitate
teloss of g day’s labour, and this loxs wounid probabl
testended to two or three daya before the body of tﬁ{n
etz was recovered and 1aid In the grave, Now China.
&2z, though of & kindly dlsposition to thelr own country-
E_en-at least fo those of the #ame clan or hoey—and
villing %o 81d and asmlut one another to the extent of thels
fower, are nevertheless strongly utilitarian, and reokon one
dring man more worth looking sfter than & thousand dead
‘nes, They know, by sad experlence, that a tlger having
_ “bee se{zed his prey never Ieaves 1t 111 ife Is extinct, snd
that therefore all the time and money they uy spond, if
tot {2 the rearch of the body, ab lesst 1n xeportlng the
n:attax_' to the polics, Is a needless waste for which they are
B0t osited upon efther fn ald of the living ox respect of the
_ %e8d, Tt foasserted, besldes, that Oblzamen have a super.
#itlous averslon to expore the dead bodies of thelr frlends
_ Yo people not of thelr own natlonality and religlon, Itmay
Very reasenably be belloved, therefore, that even where there
B 0o interested motive for ooncealment, many and mony
& poor Oblnsman Is oareled awsy by & tiger, and hls romalns
elther lett ungonght for fn the jungle, or, if 2ought for
fad fonng, quletly interred near the spot where he bag
uffersd, But it 1s beyend sll doubb that Interested
motives also combine to pilll farther prevent onr obtaining
& knowledga of the true mesanre of mortality in the 1sland
faused by tlgers, The men moat exposed fo danger sre
thoze who work on the gambler and pepper plantaticns
tloze to the wall of jongle which gurrounds them, Thexe
“e not independent Isbourers, but elther the hired or halt.
bired ang balf-purchaced servants of the planter, who is
forced from time to time fnto he labour market to replace
the men whose agreements or whose terms of servitude are
P It 3 his Interest to obtaln these new hands as cheaply
+, poralble, and, that he may do %o, 1t 1s obvionaly deslrable
*bat ks plentation should hear & reputatlion for safeby am |
well 83 for good tieatment, The notoriety of the island '
for tigern has spread far and wide, and ono of the first'
inguirtes wmads by new arrivals, as woll as by thoze some |
time inthe country, i3 ag o the Ireedom of the locality from :
*hese monaters, If, therefore, & lahourer on & plantatlion |
ibould be carrlegd eway by a tiger, it 13 only reasonnble to |
lmeglne that the proprietor will do all In his power, firat 4o
ignote the fact, and it this be {mposstble, then to conceal
L. That & very extensive system of concealment 15 In this |
WSY Practised Va8, not long ego, made tolerably apparent,
2ok cerbalnly by direet qvidence, but in » mannor perfectly '
;::;i:clns ¥o thoss st all acquainted with the habits of the
L]

4Abont & JEar 820, when the reported oases or deatha by
tigers had reached a very |oy ebb,

were. woodcutters—men who arg ypder
wander abont the jungles collecting firewood where they.

1t best to gzell In town, + But It 18 seldom thaé any sccount ca
:::pgaitplmtar appeared to have 105? ?r;f:z ayeg:ni:; lg;;f- encounters with tigers, beyond that which 15 fo be gathered
vers the labourers on the plantations wam’“ & hundreq Irom the mangled remains of the viotims, These sre pre-
o one of the woodountters, and they were exposed o S¢oted to the bieholder lu every varlety of dlsremberment

tqual danger, Yngulries were made, and 1t was then well
witerialned that concealment had .been systematicnily
purazed by nearly every one of the jungle planters, ang
$het of the little graves which Iay sround each home.
t2sd nearly one-half were filled by the remalus. of such

% hag been killed by tigers ‘What has Induced; found perfect, but sucked completely dry of blcod-—a gash
%} en A ser  the

these animals to leave the malnland of Johors, where th

frests are undlsturbed, for the limited jungles of Singas

¥1e, 1t 1s difficult to say, unless 16 be thelr horzible love

%r human blood. 1In Johore game s plentiful; there)

&¢ deer and wild hogs in much greater abundance thsn
Slogapore, and & host of other animals besldes, that
e unZnown on the {sland, among which are the buffalo,
fhinoceros, and elephant ; {ndeed, as far s animal iife fs
“ocsrned, it Is beyond all_donbt that the malnland le
ticher 1n every species except man, On the fsland, how-
¥ver, they have now established thewmeelves, nor doea 1t
2w st all probable that they will leave it e long os &
®rlp of jungle remalns, The monner in which they exe-
9% thelr destruction upen man is slmple snd aniform.
Yongh feroolous, they are cowsrdly to a degres, and while
bave Inauired fnto the oclrcnmstAnces tfendlng every

1t wes found on exp., o0nélnved for about fifty yards, when the tiger, elther per-
mination £hat neazly &ll the vichimg who had Emffered Wuaded by the loglo, or daunted by the braveryof the man,
no masters, but, furned £all, and bolted into the jungle,

death by tigers for & number of veoars back, I have been
unable to find one case Whicre the viotim was not come upon
unawares, and from-behind. The snlme! moves rapldly

‘&nd nolselésuly through the tangled brushwood of the

jungle ag near to its Intended victim as poaplble, and

there keeps watoh, 1t may be for hours, for a £,

tlng opportunity, This ooconys when, If the poor fellow

ba & gambler planter, he Is Intent upon strlpping some

ont-of-the-way branch of 1€s leaves, snd has his baok

turned fo the direotion of the tiger. The brute then steps

forth slowly In a crouching attitude tllI within geven or
elght yards, when it glves one fierce and well dlrected

bound forward, and down goes the man, dead, with the firat
stroke of the bemst’s musonlar paw, In an Instant the '
tiger nelzes the body, generally by the neok, and tossing it
norozs‘lis back, bounds Into the jungle, where it 1s safe, It
19 a¥ all events some gomfort to reflect that, however hor. !
rible the death mey appsar, 1t is quickly suffered, There is |
every probably that the unhappy victlm losen all consolonge
ness; wud indeed every spark of life, with the firat foll .
stroke that knaoks him down; for in almos$ every body |
that Is recovered the back of the head is found completely
smashed in, or the neck Is found broken, the impression of |
the andmal’s paw remalning distinotly visible, The force
of this blow must be something fearful,

I have been told by a gentleman who had travelled &
good deal in the peninsula, thet he hes frequently comes
upen buffaloss which had been Ellled and partly devoured
by tigers, and in many cases found the fzontal bone of the
skull, which is nenrly an-inch thick, gmashed in by, thle
crashlng blow of the fore-paw. Reuone, therefore, may
be ueld to be impossible, and I only know of one man
having escaped from them sfter belng thusstruck, This
wag on the Slrangoon.wroad, about five miles from town,
The mun was walklng slowly along, when from g Httla
eminenoe on the slde of the rond, the tiger sprang forth upon
him In springlng from the bank, however, the tgax had |
snapped some branches of & $res, sngd the man was in the !
net of turning round to learn the cause of the sonnd, when I
the anlmal slighted upon him, Either dlsconcerted by |
this motlon, or thereby miseing ity alm, the forepaw of the i
tlger alruck thedman’scheek, tearlng off the flosh and skin
down to his walst ;. but the blow dld not stun him, and
be had sufficlent presence of mind to draw his parang, or
large e, and make » out at the anlms), on which It
rotrea®dd back Into the jungle, I helleve that fage %o
tave a tiger will nof attack a humsn belng, unlers he dlse
playe a thorough want of nerve; the BMalays are alec of
this opinlon, but express it differently. They say that
“{f you will only speak to & tiger, snd tell it that 1§ can
got plenty of food in the jungls beslde you, the anlmal
will be persuaded, and leave you unmolested.” Unfors |
tunately, fow got tha chance %o speak to the tlgers in thig |
way, beosuse, as I bave stated, they slmost Invarlably |
steal up behind.those thoy Intend fo attack, I have, hows |
over, heard the followlng account told by an old Malay -
of an attack which he prevented by sn sppeal to the !
botter nature of the snimal, He was returning home
after a vislt to town fo his house ab Selita, along that part
of the road which I have described as belog the most
thlekly surrounded by jungle, He had hls litle
child, a boy of meven or eight yerrs old, slung behing
bim, and both were contentedly chewlng away at Jagong, |
when the father, on liftlng up his eyen, saw a tiger crouche
Ing down right Ia front of him, and apparvently preparing
for aspring, Csalling to mind the old saylng, he gasped
oub & few sounds, aud found that they appeared to srvent
the tlger, but belng anxlous not to risk the life of his son,
-he moved slowly backwsrd $o & txco which he remembered
to have passed n fow yaxds behind, The tiger advanced
apon him step for step an he retreated. When ths old
man’s back fonched the tree, he- told his son fo climb up,
This the boy did, and the father relleved of anxiety on his
account, drew hlx wood-knlfe and commenced an advance,
arguing sll the while with the keenest logla—sharpened no
doubt by the oaosslon—that it would be infinitely better for
hoth to part withoub guarrelling, The sdvance and retreat

LIl

L be 'rax;d,e:e& of

and matilation, A leg, » foot, &m arm, and sometimes the

ead fa gone. From two recently recovered bodies the
heads only were miming, and the other parts apparently
untouched. Inxome cases thewchest Is torn open and the
heart and lnngs devonred, while In a few the body hasz'heen

and the merk of the animal’s fangs on the throat showlng
wheze the suotlon hed been spplled. The thigh, however,
appears to be the part best lked by the tigers, and in the
greater number of bodiss recovered both thighs are eaten
to the bone, while below the knee the leg is untouckead,
1t Ie & horrible spectacle, the view of one of these mangled
corpses, sud ralges up o the breast of the ‘bahelder 8 feeling
of malignant hatyed sgeinst thess brute marderers,




