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RUNNING AMOKS,

e

Like othar countrles inhablted by Malays and Bugls,
-Singepore {s subjested coosslonslly to the dangerous prace
flea of smok ruuning. In spparent obedlerce to some
wdden {mpulse, 4 Balay, or Bugls, will arm himself with
two large krises or deggers, one In each hand, and rushing

from hix honge along generally the most crowded sireet in
ths peighbonrhood stab aé random all who come in hig |
wsy, Aswuny as fifteen persons have been killed or serd: |
outly wonnded, sad many others alightly hurt, by one of |
Ahose amok runners before he was slaln, but the killed
plways bear & smsll proporidon to the wounded, as the

sirokes of the Infatnated man fail promisonously, and are

ll-directed. As soon a8 sn smok runner makes his RDPpeaY-

anve; o warnlng ery Is ralsed and carxied on In advance of

bm sll along the strest. On hearing this ory & goneral

rush Into the houses is made of a1l the women and ohildren,

and of all the men who are notarmed. No sttemapt s made

tocaptars the man slive, but he bocomes & mark for the

wasked, spear, or krls, of every man who can obtaln a

favourable opportunity for attack, He ceases to be viewed

M bumaz, and 1s hunted down like & wild beast, yeb 1t I
Juptlsing how long he will escape the death which Is slmed

b from every side, Some of thens unfortunate wretches
bave run the ganntlet of nesrly a mile of strest that wasup

loarmg against them, and have temporarily evaded destrue.

Hon, goms for hours, and othera for days, But thoend is

- and $hen fo take breath,

nevlisble, they refuse to be captured, and are nultimatsly
ihot down eud stabbed, The first instance of running amok |
Stagspore oocurred more than forty years 0go, and Colonsl !
Farqubar, then resident, narrowly essaped hecoming a vie- i
im, Itwasin the time when the residency bungalows stood |
leog the heach, where the esplanade 1a now, and the man |
¥is desorled coming tearlng down within the pallsade that ;
ancleaed them, brandishing & weapon In each hand, The ;
@y of alarm was raised, and Colonel Farquhar, who was
it dlnner st the time, ran out to learn the cauwe., He
Jari got oot a5 the man was rushing past, snd recelved a
deep fleah et on the shoulder; In an Instant afterwards,
Bowever, the Infatuated wretch was run through the hody
b7 the Sepoy gnard on watch close by, At the time of,
*he Ohinese rlots, about ten years sgo, an amok was run|
b7 & Bugls, who made almout wiraculons escapes from
desth before he was captured, The town was underx
guard at the tlme, the strests being patrolled by the
and the volunteers, and fortunately fow of the
isbabltants wore abroad, Towards evening the man was
"D by hls frlends, with whom he had Hved quietly, to
810 bmself and leave the hongs, A fow momeats after.

warde he had commenced his work, and wag rushing
madly slong one of the buslest siroets, Many shots were
fired 8t him both by the troops and volunieers, and re.
peated atiempts made to arrest his progress ; hub though
badiy wounded, end blesdlng profuzely, heresched the side
of the river allve, A large foros was now after him, and
1 was thonght thet his epoape wan Impossible, Xt was
getting dusk, however, and the man throwing away one of
his swords, placed the other between his toeth, and plungsd
Into the water, Some of those In purauit got into the
boats which lay around, ang gave chaze, while othors
blazed away from the banks ; but the man, who kept
swlmming up the river under waler, only appearing now
evaded all attempts to take or
thoot bim and dlsappeared, An hour afterwsrds s dark
sllmy object was meen to oveep ‘from ome of the gmall
muddy canals in the upper part of the town, Thossaround
went up to it, and o3 they approached recogalred the form
to be that of & man evidently in great paln, No sooner,
however, did the man see that he was watohed than he
started up, brandished his krls, and made o rush towards
them ; but kis strength falled him, and tn & moment aféor.
wards hie Loy stretohed powerless on the ground, On ex.
awination the man was found ¢o be the Iste amok runner,
snd wes conveyed to the Boopital, where he dled the same
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