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Our Tropical Posseastions in Malayan India,
Jonx Camenox, Esq., F.R.G.8. With Ilustra-
tions, London : Smith, Elder, and Co. 1865,
This work gives a descriptive account of Singa-

pore, Penaug, Province Wellesley, and Malacca,
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and goveroment. It is carefully compiled from
the best of inf ti 1 ted

by personal investigations, and shows through- | BY

out @& thorough acquaintance with all the sub-
jects on which it touches. The suthoris deeply
nopressed with the value of the Straits settlement
to Great Britain, as a centre of commerce with the
:_arlgmnt countries, and also as a basis of political
influence over the rapidly developing nat of
Eastern Asia. He has also an honest admiration
for the physizal beauty and amaziog fertility of
these territories, which he uuticip%tee will t;n at
1 to ‘ i Tad,

of the public laws and acts of-the go¥érnment,
wh they bappen to clash with the interests
of the secret ies. The members of thess
socistiea are bound to implicit obedience, to do whait
their superiors order thewm, and to swear to any-
thing the society thinks n . Now we say
that to hand the whole population over to these
formidable and unflinching bodies is to ex it
to systematic plunder and injustice, and that the
pretext of an s to the English tribunals is a
mere mocke?. e colony has been on the whole
peaceable and orderly, but it was not to be expected
that where there_au;a 13,000 Malays whose country

it will be yimp
but it would take three times the of the
ace to eradicate the jmﬁ.}h for one year, and such
15 the foree of vegetable life there that ina year or
twothe jungle would be almost as thick as ever. The
author gives an exocellent résumé of the history of
the island, and of its aboriginal iuhabitants, with
an account of their customs and traditions, They
must soon disappear in a new dp £
sprivging up from the admixture of many clements,
Bgalays. [ Mah d Hamlet

Beagalese, Eurasians, have all taken rost in Singa-
ypore, and must in time blend together, being

o distant date t i e
authority of the crown. Under the impulse of
these animating feelings le writes with some
enthusiasm, but it is an entbusinsm that
never leads bhim beyond probabilities rest-
i.'ll%_ upon facts ; and when he ventures upon
political criticisms or suggestions, they are made in
a spirit of candour nug tolerant liberality which

ds to their weight. Our Indian readers are
aware that the Straits 1 t was founded

ived within such narrow bounda,
thinks that the population of the ialand will not in-
crease much beyond what itis at present—that is,
91,000 souls, because, he says, the

bas no ioternal resources. We must differ
from this conclusion, aud in doing so we
would remind Mr. Cameron that the absence
of internal resourcezs never yot has et
limits to the population of a maritime and trading

we have pied, 60,000 Chi with whose
country we have been at war twice, and nearly
10,000 natives of India in sympathy with the castes
that originated the great mutiny, and only 500
European residents, things would always go on

hly, The opposition of the national elements
no doubt lends a negative kind of security to the
handfal of Europeans. alaya bate Bengalese
and Klings, and are hated by them in turn; whilst

. y. The great importance of Singapore | bating each other the Chinese are bated by all, and
under the rule of the old East Iudia Company, 83 |ag cial entrepdt for all the nations of the | hate in turn, and from the vast preponderance
an offshoot of their vast Oriental empire, coNve- | Eygt appears to us to guarantee its inorease not|of the Chiness there might be danger to all other
nient as a trade enfrepft and for only in population but in wealth and infl tionalit

intercourse, It was quite natural, as well as con-
venient, that the government of Indis, which fos-
tered and protected the infant sertlement for these
purposes, should retain it under tutelage whilst it
subserved no other, but mow that, in addition
to the subordiuate uses of the settlewent, it is fast
assumiog a maturity of ita own,and rising di
after day into commercial and political indivi-
duality, the time seems approaching when it should
be emancipated from the inferior authority and
enter into direct relations with the crown. The
abthor supports this view with that

AY | am

e, and did it not happen that there is also
we are fully justified in this view by its history |anger in Celestial minde, and that the emigranta
during the past forty years. This will appear res- from different provinces of the Flowery Land bate
sonable if the central position of the island be taken | those from other provinces as cordially as they do
into consideration, together with italong-established | the Bialays or Klings. It is, however, a miserab'e

ter as a ial h and mart for|tenure by which fo hold authority, and may be

the whole Indian archipelago, the bordering | terminated at any m t, re may arise cir-

ires of the Indian Ocean, as well as for Europe, | cumstances which will give the Chinese a common

and America, and Australia. Imports to the amount | object, and unite them in irresistible strength
of eix and a balf millicas arrived at Singapore in |ag Europ and others, As yet theére

and | been nothing of this kind, and government may

the year 1863 from the following countries t is ki
Con- | by caution avoid it in the future. A riot broke

be irrefragable, but for these we must refer to the
volume itself, Theamount of knowledge which the
British public p i Strait
settlement is, we suspect, a very homaeo-
pathic dose, If among a hundred preity
well read men we find one who knows where
Singalp
to tel
Indian seas, and no more. We cannot, therefore, |
but feel that a book like this, which gives us a true

most valuable addition to our knowledge of the
British Empire. The colony comprises the island
of Penang, otherwise called Prince of Wales’ Island,
which includes Province Wellesley, the town and
territory of Malacea, and the island of Sings
All these lie on the northern boundary of the
of Malacca, and although not at present very ex-
tensive, those of them that abut on

are capable of indefinite ex i
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m its native possessors by the

tration.
bave taken up their new abodes with fear and |4
trembling, and many misgivings. Every collec- | g
tion of huts slong the strait that t

Bombay, China, Cochin Chins, Siam, Java, Borneo, |8
Celebes, Sumatra, Malayan Peninsuls, British|in Lovdon, botween the boys of Connaught aud
Burmah, not to speak of sundry miscellaneous im- | the, boys of ' Tipperary. The Chiuese did not
0‘ i
who dwell in Si
ore is situated, he would probably be able | o e i
us thatitis a port of eall somewhere in the | for their wanta.

. ik " A of the inestimable value of the island to &
view of this important colony, is a substantial avd | {rading nation like England. The chief part

cargoea that arrive at Singapore
to other markets, or sold” in bulk with freigh
brokers or principals from different porta, f :
=lbom ﬁﬁ;y to see the advantage of this to all parties, |discretion to make it as much less as he should
Eraits | 2 wi
- advantage may arise from the competition of sellers ; | gambling,
the mainland | while the sellers, on the other hand, have la certain | they tb ’ .
E‘::: market and are sure of the highest price their mer- |80, not by vm]enoetlm.t puaivﬂy,
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ndia Company in 1824, and two years afterwards |
it was associated with Penang, and both were |in England shipping for Java, or
incorporated with Malacea under cpme adminie- |of piece
The first settlers on the island must | w,

bo ata

provinces :—Great Britain, North Ameri 1
tinental Euro Australi Calout: ont among the Chinese in 1854, but it was simply
afautio‘:'gght, such as sometimes takes place even

ow, it is evident that all this vast mass|limit their anger to a mere e, however, nor
dise was not wanted by the 91,000 people | were they ¢ with g a few
gapors, in addition to the produce | They fought regular pitched battles, used
f their own island, which is abundautly sufficient, | firearms, took up positions in the field,
What, then, becomes of these|and before the riot could be quelled great
mports ? This question brings us to the very point |pumbers. . were killed and wounded on
t | both sides, A second riot broke out in 1857, of a
the | much more dang haracter to our authority,
are either reshipped (A municipal act cawe into operation giving the
b?uta magistrate np.::“ to infliet, for certain minor
t is |offences, a of not more than 500 rupecs, with

scufl
e

buyers from other countries find in Singapore |see fit. The Chinese imagined that the full

nalt;
wider field to choose from, and have whatever | was to be inflicted Bty foe

ed in every case, and especially for
to which they are passionately addicted,
erefore determined to resist the law, and did
by & universal|'
from v, Blundell, the
se a merchant | governor, called together a few of the most infln-
orneo, a cargo |ential of the Chinese, and explaived the act; the
5, on information that they were|body of the people were then called together, and
anted there and would fetoh a bigh price, by the (he had it explained to them, after which they
ime the ship arrived at its destination circum- |quietly dis d, and T busi There
tances may have totally altered, aud his wares may | was no bloodshed on this occasion, and yet we say
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handise will fetch, without the dangers and losses
Let us su

hat wait upon delay.

re from Johore was a nest of murdering

blood of their natural prey. Happil
continuous retribution, sharply and st
ministered, has in our day rather spoi
dustry of these Malayan gentlemen.
to this ever-p t dapger the

under the direction of a set of very wise and
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white pepper, and not to plant any more black | the present timethe government of the isl
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that both kinds oflg

same Elant, the difference bein
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a city and suburbs, planted farms, reared vitla
and
of glish comfort and neatness, glorified
by the rich colours and marvellous fruitfuloess
of the tropics. Mr. Cameron gives us a coloured
illustration of the harbour of Singnpm-a and another
of the town, and if we may judge of the reality
from the representation of 1t, the island wust be a
place of strange beauty. Nor is there wanting in
the town that ever-changing vaﬂatiewhmh is sup-
posed to be necessary tostimulate the sense of plea-
sure. Singapore is a ting place for i

di

i e case would be either to sell at a 1 or to|the former one, for it has left to the European resi-

mpnrm:s, who watched the Europeans as|hawk the goods from o - Dpean teal

cats watch mice, and thought no more of shedding | better market were founid. The most nnmercantile |things which have the power to uniie the

their blood than would the cats of shedding the |

y, & protty | of loss, above and beyond that most fatal of all|of government, and to the Chinese the mem
ad- | elements to commercial enterprise—uncertainty, [of the

iled the in- | Now by

all loss and uncertainty are av:‘ilgﬂd. The seller |a:

were | has his choice of markets whither he may takethe|of runuiog a muck, The author

in his hip and dis; £ th imself, | terror caused by this i li
B G RAboLe I LAt L hae vl oht gn:ods in his own ship aun pose of them himself, bt by this inexplicable frenzy, and the

law, but who sometimes exercised that will without | pore ; and, in addition to the
the necessary accompaniment of knowledge. These | saving of working expenses, obtain good freight|pursue him as they would a wild beast, with
were the gentlemen who, finding that white pepper | for his return voyage.  With advantaj i
gold more readily than black pepper in the home | which acorne to all parties comcern:

t, sent out a ukase commanding their ser- | sure, we see no reason to apprehend any decadence | race, and has never, we believe, been obsers
vants to pay more attention to the cultivation of | or check in the ymepu'itj’pgf Bi 4 o 4 cioes =

nts, profoundly ignorant all the time | been wise, lenient, and judicious, proceeding on | be so, how d
epper were produced by the | the salutary principle of doiog as li

g caused by the | tointerfere with the peaceful and

h pref @ t gether | of affairs, Whether the governwent
credit the story of the steel files and the white | not thought this outlying appanage of its empire of
ants, though there is little doubt that things quite | sufficient consequen
a5 ridiculous must have been done by men who, | tion, or that?ﬁua
without any acjuaintance with the country or its | attend tant
sircumstances, undertook to conduct the affairs of | thepresent time escaped the
2 colony twelve thousand miles distant. = Thespirit | legialation and over-government. The Council of |for his mantenauce,
‘of énterprise sooi created in theisland of Singanore | Tndia have been setisfied with & vovenue which just|it would be vain for
d s, | covera the expense of the

ve to the whole island an appearance | police, and nothing has
colony for protits on Leadenball-street stock,

t. The only in thia | this riot was of a far more dangerous character than
to port until a|dents the ominous lesson that there are some

eader will see that there is i all this alikelihood | Chinese as one man against the authority
> - ry mms th:thmwnad
t to 8in minor r, whic! oceasic

g Il the inhsblgtell;le alike, iz the

their unior.
sending the goods strai ally

describes the

he can dispose of them to the agents at Binga- |almost miraculous manner in which the muek run-
in in time and |ner sometimes escapes from the multitudes that

like these, | no otber object than his speedy destructio
in like mea- | peculiar form of madness is confined to th
ingapore, Up to|any other. The author thinks it arises from tedinum
has | vite, blesded with a shrinking from suicide, If it
ifferent must the Malays be from the

mdsyl,whuumie %

urpoee- of mutupd|

ttle as possible J?mnam,  among whom th; hari Lari, or privilege
t mumittin iei y ripping themselves
is considered a prerogative of 17;4:;hi!ity.I
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of India has |u)
Tg’s Europeans from select-

author dismutagaa

ce to ongage much of its atten- |ing Singapore as a field of enterprise, As for
had too much to do at home to | labourers or skilled artisans, two Chinese work-

i hasupto |men will do a8 much @8 one Englishman,
exaggerated | and for less than half the wages he would require
Then, in respect to commerce,
\ English merciiants to compete
inese ; the latter bave a degree of cun-
)¢ y, and pul before
Let | which the more open and fair dealing practices of
us hope that when the island is transferred to the|Europeans must inevitably go to the wall. The
Crown the same judicious laisser-faire system will | style of living at Singapore is like that throughout
be pursued, and that no meddling ‘and mischievous | all our Eastern p sions, abundant and luxurious,
spirit will tempt Downing-street to interfere and |and the style of oty closely bles that
undo the natural development of half a century, [at Caleutta, The chief portion of the work is
In one or two matters we tind ourselves pelled ted to Singapore, as the most important by
to differ from our author, He highly approves of |many degrees of the incorporated colomies of the
the method of farming the of the island, | Straits Settlement, and as the seat of government;
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Singap
evils of

ublic administration and | with the Ch
%:een screwed out of the|ning,

o
almostevery nationality uoder the sun, Theharbour
i sampans, loreh kat -

f | and defends it with very plausible arguments, No-|but the other

are not neglected, there is

thing, however, can convince us that to farm |in the volume a very lucid history of the origin and

with a8, P s
kungs, junks, no longer devoted to purposes of
piracy but to the peaceful pursuits of industry and
commerce, Some ave engaged in gatheriog in the
barvest of the seas where the waters vie with the
land in exuberant prodnctiveness, others are occu-
ied with the transport of persons and goods, and a
number are in the timber trade, This is a
-branch of commerce which hasdeveloped itself in an
extraordinary manner in the Straits, and we read of
trafts passing t ghthem like floating island

ving b apd  populati u
like those that are familiar to the dwellers on the
-banks of Canadian rivers, Our author speaks
highly of the enterprise and ability of the Chinese

Y

n  them

.ot Singapore; they are clever, industrious, and |'all

_cleanly, and these qualities recommend them to
the chief occupations in the place. They are en-
as bank tillers, coop ters, black-

ple to legalised | progress of each of them, with abundant informa-
and extortion, lﬁ;‘oq of revenue |tion on their commercial and political value as but-
farming in France under the ancien régime, and in | tresses of our ivfluence in the far cast, The set-
Turkey at the present day, shows clearly that its|tlement of the French in Cochin China, and of the
tendency is to ish the taxpay to Leep | Russians upon the Amoor, have brought the Straits
the exchequer at zero, and to colonies into more important relations, mot to
farmers at the expense of both, speak of the old Dutch establishments in Java, It
says it would imposeible for Earop would certainly be surrendering the prestig
officials todeal with the mixed population of Sin.|of Grea: Britain to permit Singapore and
gapore in any other way, that the direct collection |its sister seftlements to fall into a state
of the revenue by Europesns, ignorant as they must | of decadence ; but of this there is little danger,
ily be of the ck of the community, (since our statesmen both at home and in India are

of the deceit aud perjury which comes without|fully awake to their importance, In differing from
seruple to Chinese, l&ahys, and other Oriental|the author on one or two points we have only taken
peoples, would be simply out of the question. He |the liberty which he claims for himself and accords
o, further, that the t system of f; g |to others, that of expressing our own comvietions.

the tazes has worked well, and that it would be |We think his suggestions savour too strongly
unwise to disturb it for the sake of a imental | of * ¢ expedi and that he does

T is not to give up the
tobbery 3 ?l'ha

‘smiths, keepers of refreshment houses, and have
besides a good share of meaner employments. There
is* almost everything necessary for happioess in
. Singapore, and yet it bas its drawbacks—first of
ihese, to an European, is the heat, which is coca-
“sionally intense, the latitude being neu‘ly‘ equa-
torial, but even this is hat more tolerabl
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feeling of justice and order. We do not question |not sufficiently consider, though he is far from
the expediency of the present aéstem on the suppo- | denying, that that which is in the highest degree
sition that the chief object of Great Britain is to|right is that which in the long run proves to be most
get in as much mouey as she can, and to think of | expedient. We do not on this account fail toappre-
nothing else, but we havea strong_conviction that | ciate fully the manliness and candour with which
the object of the great central nation of the world | he states his views, and the accuracy of bis facts.
in planting her colonies in various parts of the E—

than it is on the mainland, for the waters which
gurround the island act in some measure as a re.
frigerator. Another drawback is that the place is
jufested with tigers. The appearance of these fierce

earth is thing verydiffi y thing higher .

and nobler than t.h:;l Jmeto motive of gain. We Daily News (London),
cannot admit that a well-balanced exche-| Thursday, May 25,1865..
T;:r-shaet and & ‘gimaphemua commerce are
£

_brutes in the island is not yet satisfactorily ac-
counted for. No tigers were seen there for several
years after the sett] t had been founded. They

sole objects ritish  colonisation,
We do think that tbe extension of a
higher ‘nivgiisa_ztion, the establishment of sounder

made known their presence in 183h5,hby: sudden
attack on a surveylog party, whic OWeVer,
escaped at the cost of a good inght. "The antho;

conjectures that the tigers in Singapore must have !

swam across the Straits from the maioland of
Johore, It is strange that they should thus
leave the large forests and jungles for the limited
thickets of the island, and yet Mr, O ’s bypo-

¥ P , and the 1 elevation
in social and go]itionl morality of the peoples with
| whom Great Britain comes in contact, has not a
i little to do with the colonising spirit that animates
her. Rightly understood, the two i act in
barmony. A t be prosp for!
very long unless it be conducted on high moral |
1pri.nciple. nor can an exch be e%t tantly

plenished unlessthe taxes that supply it coine
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thesis is supported by many likely circumstances,
amongst others by the fact that a tiger was actually
caught in a fishing net, the farthest out of a series
that extended from the shores of the island, Itis
terrible to think that these creatures have been
lured from the mainland by their appetite for
human blood, for in every species of pmiy except
man the forests of Johore are incomparably richer
than is Singapore, The tiger is like all cruel
natures & coward, and always attacks its prey

! ide
| with the general welfare of the On
| theee grounds we think the farming system utterly
| indefensible. The most profitable s of revenue
at Singapore are those which include the opium
tax, the spirit tax, and the gambling tax,
The author approves of these taxes, shows that
they bave been most productive, says non olef as he
' looks at the returns from them, and callsthe higher
and more fi hing stat hip that dis.

stealthily from behind. The author is of opinion’

that a tiger will not attack a man face to face, and
the Malays hold the same belief. A good anecdote
is told of an, who is said to have argued

' app of them & maudlin morality. Now, if
the safety of the people be the supreme law of the !
State, then we say that to draw a revenue from vices
which degrade and ruin the people is a direct vio- |
lation of that law ; and to delegate the collection of

one of the savage beasts out of his 1 ¥
intentions. The man was passing by a jungle
with his son, about eight years of age, upon his
back, when he saw a tiger; he said a few
words which arrested the brate, and then moved

slowly backwards toa tree, up which he told his
m{ﬁb. He then d::;"hg; knife :nd begs:otno

gue the tiger, alterpately advan and
reeeémg,_until_ the ti e, eithwymnvinoed the
man’s logic or tired of bis tedions oration, or it may

that who feel no moral restraint
ap) tons to render the violation of the very
first principle of government doubly beinous,
farmers, o? course, must have their profit, the sub-
farmers theirs, and the government must have a
net revenue free from all charges ; but the whole of
this must come ont of the pockets of the people over
whom the farmers bave summary power. The
author says the taxpayers can appeal to the Euro-
pean officials, and to the courts presided over by



