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IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT.

HOUSE OF LORDS,~Moxpay, June 19,

THE GOVERNMENT OF SINGAPORE,

The Earl of ALBEMARLE rose to ask the President of
the Council what progress had bees made in the transfer of
Biogapors and the other settlements in the Straits
of hﬁ"!m from the Indian to the Colonial Ds.
pertment, He thought these settloments were en-
titled to the very best consideration of the government
snd fhe couniry, When they wera first established they
were only p:gulated by a faw piratical Malay Sshermen, but
now they hed & thriviog, industrious, and peaceable Chinese
sud Malsy population of a quarter of & million, Their trads
amounted ¢o no less than fifteen millions, and the greater
portion of it was direct with thig oountry, while the pext
greatest bravch wes with British India, The capital be-
longed to merchante of Loudon, Liverpool, Manchester, and
Glasgow., Biugapore, the priacipal settlement, was 1,500
miles from Calontts. It was true it had a governor of its
own, but he had no_power to legislate for the settlement,
and the Governor-Gemeral of India had the making
of their laws, although be might be in the pro-
foundest ignorance of their requirements. These
setilements very maturally desited to come under the
direct suthority of the crown, and to be placed under the
same conetitution that had beon granted to Hong Koog aud
Singapore. For five ysars they had been petitioning par-
lisment for this boou, but without snocess, In the gegin-
ning of the present session there was a alight gleam of hope
that before it came to a termination they would be trana-
ferred, and form crown colonies. The Recretary of State
for Tudia gave wey, and sent them to the Colonial-office,
sod the Colovial-office were ready to receive them, but sent
them to the Treasury, The only question the Treasary bad
to settle was whother they could pay their way, and the
moat satiaf account was given, showing that there was
& revenue of 000!, which was sufficient to meet the
public, municipal, and wilitary expenditare, Then they were
sent to the War Department, and theu a little circamlocation
took place, It was stated that the present garrison consisted
of two batterien of artillery and two companies of Madras
Native Infautry. The Strait settlements, or those who were
actingfor them& proposed that there should be three batteries
of srtillery and one native corpe for public purposes, with
the due &smportian of Earopean eommiuaionmf and non-tom-
missioned officers, The Secretary for Wear gave the agents
reason to believe that this proposal was accepted, but the
Horse Guards considered it indispeneable that astillery
should have the protection of iufantry, and the proposal
from the War-office, therefore, was now, as he understood
that there should be two batteries of artillery and
& wiog of au FEaropean regiment. The battories
would ocost 12,000/, each, and the wing of the
regiment would cost amother 24,000/, making
48,0007., which the Strait seftlements proposed to make up
tg the round sum of 50,000L, stipulating, however, while
they were willing to agree to any arrangements to that
aztautl that they should not becalled upon to incur a greatar
expeuditure than that, Notwithstanding this the question
remained undetermined,and the Strait settlements, to whom
it was of great importance, were ignorant of the caues of the

Esxl GRANVILLE could bave given a more satisfactory
saswer o the question & week ago than he could now,
becaurs at that time, as he was informed, gentlemen re.
presenting three of the offices through which it was neces.
sary for the question to pass had met togetber, and there
was every prospect of a apsedy settlement of the matters in
dispute. Some practical matters of detail, however, bad not
been setiled yet, and, though the government were most
anxious o bring in & bill to effeat the object referred to by
the noble lo1d, ke coald not give any pledge that it wonld
be possible to do so in the present session,




