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REVIEWS OF BOOXZS.

ADTENTURES AMONG TER DyAks oF Borymo. By F.
Bovrn. Hurst and DBlackett, ﬁfaz'léoa'ougk—s!relzet.‘—-
This is & volume contairing a very ple_as?uis de§enpt10n
of B Eojomrn EWOOSS Refjah Brookef; . subjocts in
Borneo. 'The suthor and his brother visited Sarawalk
in tho year 1863, and they seera to have passad a very
pleasant time amongst the uatives, who are a cheerful,
good-natured, hospitable people, a litile too much
nddicted to the use of ardent spirits, and goemingly
entertaining 2 somewhat suspicious faucy for the
collecting of haman gkulls, Several nativos, heing tho
forlunato possessors of a large numbor of theae revolting
relics of mortslity, are held in high estimation by the
pecple.  Tho missicnaries Lave dons much to Christian-
ize and civilize the Dyako; bub thero ia evidently &
groat deal more to be accomplished before they will
ahandon several very vicious oustoms. Tho following ia
& curious Yoason given by aa indepondont chisitain for
torturing cne of his subjects :—

A OURIOUS JUSTIFICATION OF TORTURE.

. L he kris (sharp sword kaife) is coramon to nll vations of
CMulay | extraction, except tha Naw IZsalanders, and
throughout the Archipolago tskes the place of enr gal-
fowa. Their mode of execution by its means is curious and
charncteristic. The criminal is led unbound to the place
of execation, and fakes his seat quietly in an arm-chair;
usually- chewing penang to the last moment. The kris

uged .on such occasiens 18 aboui eighteen inches long, and-

quite suaight, Grasping this iustrument, the executionar
steps wp geptly behind the prisoner, and thrasts it in to
the hiit petweon the left shoulder ard the neck. The
hemt is piorced iustantauneousiy, the oriminal leaps up
from his chair, and falls dead. There i3 a story told, but
1 kaow noet wiih how much fruily of the sou of an execu~
Homner, yery woll known io the far Hast, who not long ago
was called upen to perferm his father’s duties. Not being
nzed to the work, be made his thrust over the righs
shoulder, and, consequently, missed the heart. Wlthogt.
suy confusion at the horrible result, he dragged out his
kris, and saying, coolly, ¥ Ah! ihat was wrong, 1 know !”
struck again in the proper spot, and ihis thue with suc-
cess. The Malays have a reputation for treachery and
crued practices, which they do not seem to desorve. Tor-
tare is never permitted, and they retaliate the charge of
treschery on their accusers. Human life i3 not highly
estoomed among them, ii is true, but the same ma ba
said of all races inhabitisx a tropical climate, and ¢ kris-
ing” 1s considered a merciful death. An independent
chieftain, well keown in Singapore, is said to haye
crucifisd eome rebels who fell into his hauds while
we were in Barawak. His * pangerans” remonstrated
strongly with him, urging thab torture was repngnaat to
human nature and opposed to the customs of their ances-
tors. “Very true,” replied the Tumsngeug, *but it is
the Eunglish practice; they persuaded ms to read their
sacred boouks, and in them I found an aecount of it)' i
tho story be not wue it is droll, but whether there unfor-
turates were crucitied or mot, I can aver positively that
the Tnmaugong is 8 very handsome, courteous gentleman,
who gives his frionds a very good dinner. and sits with
them while they drink capifal wine frem his cellars. It
is poszible that in the sanctity of the domestic cirele he
does not obey the proghet’s commardment quite 8o strictly
as in company.

Mr. Boyle paid a visit to the Coart of King Gasing,
& somewhat eccentric mouarch, who it clearly no tee-
totaller.

MAJESTY IN ITS CUPS.

In person the worthy old chief was tall, his face was
long, e¢yes small, nose somewnat flat, aud mouth very
large. His skin was yellow and deeply wrinkled; hiy
hair was wora short over the forehend, a1 d hanging down
bokind, In the costume of private life, Gasing's appear-
ance wasraiher striking, but when adorned for the feast he
wag truly grand.  Upon the very apex of his cranium,
the brass top of a dragoon helmet was tied by & band of
linoun passing under the chin, and from this 2 mass of long
vlack hersenair streawed down his back. Over his weuly
brow was fixed a brazen piate formerly holonging to one of
her Mejoesty’s regiments, emblazoned with numerous vic-
tories in which the gnllant corps had participated in various
unknown portions of the globe. What place or position
this arzicle may have occupied when borne by its original
possassors I cannot couceive, but judging from the effoct
preduced by i on old Gasing, I should be inclined to think
thst it was not worn on the forehead. Upon his broad
shouiders, and buitoned tightly over his chest, was the
gorgeous uniform coat worn by consals-general at the
%ngiish Oourt, and his lean, yelisw thighs protruding from
bot:woon tha tails ashesat cross-legged onthe floor produced
e drcHess effect. His stomach was equally adorned and
protected by the plated cover of asoup tureen, ofa pattern
embossed in high relief. W'his was the brightest jowel in
Gasing’s crown, and sz objsct of mad jealousy to neigh-
botrlug potentates. Ii ever the lawless times of old

retwn to tne Sea Dyaks, this tureen-eover will bs an
object of éontention such a8 the world has not haheld since
ihe days of Troy. Ard euroly if men are detormined to
fight, & plece of brilliant tin, highly ornamented and
adapied for the richest personal adormment, is & prize
worthy of some sacrifice. Thus arrayed, Gasing sat and
perspired, an object of admiration te all his guests. The
toick padding of his coatnearly stiflad hime; the tureen-
cover barged uncomioriably egaingt his stomach; to the
weanes: tasie, naked legs popping from bshind gold lace
must have appsared incongruoas; but Gasicg was half
drusk, and quits bappy. Woe shook hands with him and
numerous other chiels, who staggered to their feet for ks

srenny, and then droppsd belplessly into their places.
Lhey wore 2llin that state which renders movement vagus
aud inadvisable, so, asthey cecupied the shade, we were
cowpe'iad tosit in the son,

VESTLIVITIES AT A BOENLEAN COURT.

Tivery one who could keep his feet began to dance, and
thoss who were already helpless endeavounrod to yoll. The
Tevpsicherean performances were of all kinds, generally
accompanied by sstonishing noizes and much confusinn.
Gasing was eiiher too grand or too drunk to engage in
such ativities ; but ke iuterosied himself in the efforts of
his iriends, and . organized several gets with great success,
Oae of thesso was very extraordinary and urintelligible.
A il chief produced a sort of cat-o nine-tails, another g
Luman head, andt ie two joined ina frantic razo ronud the
vorancah. Then the head-holder faced about, and
pircvetted with one ler in the air, while he alternately
adveneed and withdrew the tropbyin his hand: mean-
wiils the chief armed with the cat-0™nine-tails lashed
vigorously at the surrounding multituds, avd both per-
formers leughed derisively st each cut. When tha demands
of exinueted nature compolled these two to bury thair
hosds in a bathing- jar, four or five cthers took their place,
provided with blocks of wood baving & foather at each
end; we took these to represent canoes, but Gasing
assurad us that they were intended to portray the ¢ rhino-
cory porobill,” and were considered by all competent
I+t'#tvs to be rather fine works of art. Then & wumbsr of
g9y ware puddenly beaton, and swords, and cat-o'-
Liz +tdls eud heads, and rhinocsros hornbillg began
Lo gway aleat over the hesds of & mass of human
belags who wore exocuting some eziraordinsry bullsg
wiwied to thoir state of mind and body. Bul, mean-
i the sirlsend women, heving doffed their apparel of
festivivy, began sgain to mingle with the crowd in ordinary
cos tiae, Nw Delilah of Europe better knows her power
to make & fool of a strong man than ome of iheso Dyak
kirens, nor is more inclined to exercise hor fuscinction,
''lan prasence of the female elemont wes soon folt in the
noise aud coufusion, which absolutely seemed to increase.
Several of the rirly were g0 charming as to oxcuse ithe
infatsetion of their viotima and I nee scurcely say that
tuo prottiest were the most culpable, But, ugly or beauti-
ful. old or young, sll fustantiy employed their most cunning
eris in enticing the bravest and most famous warriors to
drink nud drink again. We saw a little beauly ssat her-
self loviog'y Lesido ntall felow with a simplo face and
hunest eyesy whoia she cosxed to toast her from s large
jrr which sbhe offered to kis lips, nntil ha fairly ‘e]l back-
wavds upon the floor. This satisfactory oswmclusion
attained, his torraentor, who, we heard, was aiianced to
bl yau sereuming with Jaughter to bring seven other
wretthesas misohievous as herself to juer at the van (uished
lover. Raising: her hopssto sport of & higher order, she
snortly after brought by jar to the spot where we saf in
the Lops, no donby, of beguiling the whits men into the
se.ae cuadition as her other adovers: but in Europe we
-':rn aceigiomied to run the geuntlet of more dangerauvs
iastingtions, end sha relinguisked the sttompt in despair.
B_ut [ onght to sot the yeedec right upon a point nearly
wuiiing the vreeding and proprieiy of onr Dyek friends,
Ju England such & seens of drunkennsss axd uncouth
wesricient ag [ have deseribad would necessarily he coargs
and disgusiirg in the lagt degres, bat muong those sava 68
it wus wot 8o, We did not ses & pingle act of impropriqgt
aven nraong the most racklsss of the revollere” and \tgc;
brut.liy inseperable from a heavy “wing” at bx_furd or
Camisdige way utierly absent, .




