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TIGER-HUNTING IN JAVA.

THo tiper hus alwoays been the type of ferocity and
stealthy croelty ; and the annals of the chase furnish
no stories more exciting than those which relate to the
varied means employed by the hunters of different
nations to destroy this terrible enemy of their flocks
and herds, an enemy whose cunning 13 only equalled
by its rapacity. :

In India, the officers of our army and other Earopeans,
principally Englishmen, contrive.to wage perpetual,
and not altogether nnsuccessful, warfare azainst the
foe, although the loss of human life from the attacks
of savage beasts is still somewhat, tartling, Not-
withstanding that doring {wo yeara the-Government
paid 14,386 rupees for. the destruction-of: 4225 wild

animals, there were killed in 1839 six men; one woman,’

and 467 childrgn, besidés. 119 gases.of.injury ; and-in
1860, nine mex, fonr women,.and 482 ghildf?ﬁi bpsides

110 %:éxes oghinjuzy. Qi_«f.hg number oi‘zipiagg.!s_-‘de%.
stroyed in these two yesrs; forby-sevgn, were-tigars, of |
diled n. 1869 nudl thirty v o

! v.| under cover, of their, bamhoo hurdles until the

w%igh twelve were
1860, ‘. . o AT Y 5]
The native herdemen of the countric infested by
theee deadly foes have manyoriginal and ingenions de-
vices, some of which exhibit the courage of the hpnters
and others their marvellona faculfy of kesping them-
gelves out of barm’s way, . Mol
One of the. former is practised in Indis, where the
herdsmen who -ditcover a carcass half devoured by a
tiger at once consfruct near the rpot a bamboo plat-
form or scaffold some 18 ft. high, to the top of which
mounts g man of strength and cousage sufficiént for
the task, armed with a matchlock loaded with a slug
of iron, and that thick-backed, keen-edged sword
«¢olled a ¥ tulwar,” There he waits alone’ unfil the
. tiger,comes back to his prey, and, upon the first favour-
. shle-ppportpnity, fires npon the enemy, who, should ha
+be only, wounded, and, afberwards attempt. to Jéap upod
the gtage, must he out don, with the “tulwar” or dis-
pate biag_he matchlocks of the party who have res
. tired-ta aipgafer vicipiby; , -, By e B
__ Othera of the mpre .timid natives, resort to poisoning
. tho careass jof . the stalon ballock, and those.of an

invanyiye.genius .construct .traps, some of which are:
remur%ﬂbﬁg;ﬂﬁrﬁimplimm. Oneof thessis similar
to the ordinpry.-brigk bird-trap made by our own

conntry, hoys, and consists of .a soxt of; box formed of
atropéy stakes, and, with a looking-glass placed in such
position that the tiger will see his own reflection, and,
. with feling curiosity, agdvauce to inspec).it, and ultis
ely dlamber into the inclosure, Qnco.there, the
heqvily-weighted-lid shuts .upon him,,'and, he is sopn
diepatched.  Tha plan of the peaple 0f.Qzude is simpler
still. They. catch their tigers there with birdlime of. 4
: vary powerfol descripfion, — Having, disgovered, the
faack fo $he benep's lair, they ppread: thig, birdlim
. Ypon_thy, Jeaves of the praussirep; and, girawing
. $he smeared:Jegyes pbout, retire to pwait the,result,
- Lagt. but:ghe figer. traad, upon,cne of these Jeayes, and
é&n destyuction ig nlmost ceptain ; for, in, his efforts |
38

giengage ik from, his paw, he becomes g0 angyy tha
+:Be g guxe,to-ningter, his.hide. and teil with twe or thre
- $39r¢ 0f, §he offensive impediments,. Thep he, begms
1o bite, gng Joar, and roll, and is easily destroyed by a
phower of bulleta,
A simpler and perhaps o bolder method is to con-
struct & strong bamboo cage, with the bars pretty far

apart, and to carry it to the jungle, whore the, hyater, '
armed with the tulwar, gets inside and waits {or his
sntagopist, . Once smelling the man, the tiger will
attempt to get at him through the burs of the eage, and,
rearing himself ngainst their slippery surface, receives
the sherp and heavy weapon full uppn him or has it
throst through his bheart, , . N
In Java these bamhboo screens or cages, arp used, for
hunting the tiger, but there they are gaployed b
several men in concert, who go oat vgiﬁh the mtenﬁoﬁ
of surprising the dreadful brute jnto o helplessness
which leads to hip death. A Dulch farmer, having re-
ceived a nocturnal visit from the enemy, summons
geveral Malays to hisnssistance, and at once endeavours
to track the robber to his lair, Having succeeded, h
summons his party, aud each of thege Malay sttenflgngs
provides himself with o number of bamboos strongly
strung together like g hurdle, and carried in thp same
way as the Boman fasces, or o ramopnenr of modern
iimes, Arrived. at the tiger's den, the men advance

prey is nob only,surroynded but immensely astonished
ot the extraordinary phenomenon which presentsitself;
then they gradually inclose him with the light but
slippery wall, and while he crouches in mingled wrath
and terror, a bold and experienced hunter enters behind
and dispatches him with the terrible MEIRY ¢ creese.”
Then the rest emerge from behind their screens ; the
trophy is borne home on & triumphal bier, and his skin
adorns the couch of the chief of the expedition.

It is one of the Royal pastimes of Java to organise
o fight befween a tiger and a bulfalo trained for the
purpoze. Itis & savage and sickening spectacle, the
tiger being generally kept for days withont food ; while,
if it shonld flagy in coming to the contest, it is fre-
quently stimulated by fire and scalding water to re-
newed exertions certain to end in.death, mostly by the
horns of the practised buffalo, or, if victorious, by the
bullets of the guards, Melville, in his narrative of life
in Java, says that in some districts mach infested by
tigers there is a regularly-organised tiger pnard, whose
business it iz to keep wabc%:u at night, and withont
whom it is never coneidered asafe to travel after dark,




