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Freeman's Journal and Daily Commercial Advertiser (Dublin),

_Wednesday, October 30, 1867

i "HORRIBLE DISCLOSURES,

t . The Fareign Ollice has redsived n despatoh from-
;Eh,r H, B¢, George Ord, the Governor-(Jeneral of
i Pennng, detailicg the resuits of an expedition to the
, Nicobar Tslands, to rescue some European women
:and children captored by the rintives, ard to punish:
ithem for the numerous murders of orews of vessels

iwas committed 'bn"n-‘Lira?ﬁol merchant vessel,
‘called the Tuttay Tulam, ¢fadi :
wheén she was attaoked by the natives, and 21 out’

of 24.0f her créw were murdered, This and wany -
other massacres loft -te & determination on the .|
part of the' Governor to pudish the natives,:
just without
. the senior’
naval officer did ot feel justified in par-
mitling one of her Majeaty's shipe to proceed

but the Nicobar' Islands being
the limita of thp China station,

on & duty beyondite limits, ‘Subsequently the Go-
yernment of India acquiesced, but prior to an expe-
dition beiug sent the Governor despatched Oaptain
Bedivgfield, RN, in commond of her Majesty's.
sbip Wasp, to proceed to the const, accompanied with
proper interpreters, to make all the inquiries respeot-

| ing the reported atrocities. That ofiicer proageded,

and learnt boyond doubt of the greatnoss of these

murders, but that white women and children were
held in captivity by the natives, and wero exposed to.
the greatest brutality. The Governor therewpon re-
golved on despatohing her Majeaty’s ships Satellite

and Wasp, to endeavour to rescue any captives and

punish the perpetrators of the outrager, and to take

auch steps a8 would impress upon the natives gene-

rally the danger of continuing their piratical attacks,

and thus to insure, for a time at least, and wntf
more permanent measures could be adopted, the

dnfety of passing aud trading ehips. The despatoh

¢hus proceeds :— :

| ¢ The ships returned to Penang ahout ten days

gince, aud the substance of the reports, which will
be gent in detail to the Admiralty, io as follows ;—

They first visited the island of Great Nicobar, where

- they discovered smple evidence of the islanders

having been the authors of the attaclk on the Futtay
Iplam. . . . No uatives were seen, and no
communication could therefore be held with them,
1'he village in which these relics and of other ill-
fated vessels were found was then burned to the
ground, sud a placard, stating why theiv town had

- been burnt, wus aflixed to the tress, for the informa-

tion of the natives, The expodition then visited the

- dentrel group, and experienced the greatest ditficulty

in communicating with the natives, although pro-
mised thot if they gave up any oaptives they should
uot be molested. ‘ihey were too conscious of their
misdeeds to be willing to trust themselves in the
power of the ship. ‘W'hrough one of the natives,
who wus in the expedition, it way ascertained
beyond w doubt | that & white woman and her two
children had been a few months before alive on the
island, The unhappy lady, as she is believed to have
been, is supposed to have been the wifa of somo person
on board one of the ships seized by the savages about
two years since. She waa deliver®d of a child almost
immediately after her caplure, and, after sufering
the most terrible indignities, been passed from one to
the other of the head men, as their fancy dictated,
On its becoming kuvown that she had been seen by

‘which unfortunately abteuﬂpted to trade with the !
matives, The despatch, which is very voluminous, : ; hei its i i

Senidresse b bir Gex 25 tinDilie of Buukingtfam: i island of Katcheive, where, from its inaccessible cha-
nd is dated, “ Government House, Punang, August

120, 1807." It mppenirs that the last act of atrooit

ing to Nicebar' Islands,

‘be frequently visited by moen of war,

the merchant captain before a'luded to, it was con.
sidered dangerous to allow her to live, and after an
ineffectual attempt to poison her and her two ?il—
dren, they were mercifully released from furbber’Suf-

t fering by being taken into the jungle and knocked on

the hgad. 'The - principal actor in this tragedy un-
fortunately evaded capture, and bad got away to the |

racter, he was pafe from purauit, Hoe is said to have
corried with bim a white woman and two children,
One of the little children, however, after great exer-
tion wasrescued, andis now in my ocharge. On
searching the villages, although they had been very
careful to remove asfaras possible everything that
could given elue to the detection of particular piras
cies, enough was foundin the way of tools, seamen’s
chests, cabin fittings, and ship stores to show that a
large number of ships had beetr from time to time
plunderéd by them ; and as no wrecks were visible,
i§ s ahincst cerbain that these things were obtained
from vessels zaptured and afterwards suok in deep
water, o proceeding which they admitted they always
adopted in these cages, Enough was, howaver, dis-
covered to justify the expedition iu inilicting on the
notives a severs retribution for their crimes, and
the officers and .men accordingly proceeded to
destroy their houses and canoes, many of which

were wor cunoes 70i6 louy ; the cocop-nut tress,

with the produce of which they carried on their

tzade, were, in complisnce with the Governor-

General's suggestion, spured. After completing

their work at the central group as far 2s was con.

sidered neceesury, the man Jobnson (tbe native who
hod accornpanied the expedition) was put ashore, o
promige being held out that it he disclosed all he

kpnew his property would be spared, He was
entrusted by Captain Bediogfield with_a book, in
which was written in Englisk and Malay o notifica-

tion that the natives of the islandshad been guilty of
acts of piraoy, plundering vessels, murdering their
crews, and earrying off white women and children,

who, after the vilest treatmenst, were murdered ns

well a8 entering the detnils of the result of the ex.

peditien ; that the book way left with Johuoson to be

shiown to captains of men-of-war and merchant vessela

visiting the island, aud who were requested to write

in i6 the particulors of éach sbip's vikt, The utwmost

efforts of the expedition failed to discover any trace

of the names of the four ships which, by the admis.
sion of these people, they had captured and plun-

dered; it is eulisfactory to know they have been
released from their $exsible sufferings by death, and
although there uve possibly still gome more peraons
in captivity, they are probably of a class not much

above that of the natives themrelves, and therefora
their condition is not one of extreme hardship, I
deem it of great importance to the future secprity
of paesing and trading ships that thege islands should

If her
Majeety’s Government should be pleased of my

hoisting the British flag on these isiauds, I beliave

it would be attended with the beat results, aud would

probably lead to the early settlement by people

derirous of turning to account the prolific soil, &~
1 have, &e., '

(Signed) “H, 87, GEoRGE Oup.”’




