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DEATH OF MR JOHN CRAWFURD.
b .. . (From the Tlmesl : :
- This ﬁmhngmhed Oriental scholar and ethoologiat -
.died on Monday night at hia residence, in Elvaston -
Place, South Kenaington. He was bornon the 13th
“of August, 1783, in the island of Islay, His father,
.Mr Samuel Crawfurd, a man of sense and prudence,
was of an Ayrshire family, Heo had been brought
-up to the medioa! profession, and, visiting Islay, .
‘married Margaret Campbell, daughter of James
"Crmpbell, of Ballinaley, the proprietor of o amall
eatate which had been for several generations in the
MY Their son John was educated in the village
.gohool of Bowmore, and to the instruction derived
from tho master, Daniel Taylor, Mr Crawiurd used
.%o say ho was chiefly indebted for his advance-.
_ment i life, In 1799, the profession of mediciae,
“for which he never had much taste, huving been
.chopen for him, Mr Crawfurd repaired for hin studiea,
‘o Edinburgh, where he remained three years. In:
.1803 he obtained & medical - appointment in the:
.Indian Service, embarked for India in April, and,
.Ianded in Calgutta in Se?te:_nbar of the sams year. !
- For the firet five years of his residence in Indin he'
(Was emploiedin his professional duties withthearmy, ;
. chiefly in the north-west provinces, in the neighbour-
.hood of Delhi and Agra, In 1808 the same duties.
. toolks him to Penang, in the Straits of Malacca, whers
‘he began to devote himself to that study of the .
‘lapguages and manners of thablulayrace w ich was -
. destined to makehim widely known, In1811, having .
. been brought under the notice of Lord Minto, then
. Governor-Greneral of India, Mr Crawfurd wasinvited
.tq accompany him on the expedition which effected
- the conquest of Java. After that event, in conges’
.quence of hisacquaintance with the Malay languages,
'ho waa appointed to represent the British Goveras
‘ment at the Qourt of one of the native Princes, and
.for nearly six éeara he filled some of the principal
-diplomatic offices of the island, It was then-
-that he collected the materials for the work
-he afterwards puhlished, entitled,=¢*The History.
of the. Indian Archipelago,” Java and their
‘other Indian possessions having been restored to
tha- Dutch,” Crawfurd returned to Eagland
in 1817, and in 1820 published the work just
.mentioned. In 1821 he went back to India, and
. ghortly after his return was appointed by the firat
Marquis of Huatings, at that time Governor-General,
.to the Diplomatic Mission to Sinm and Cochin
Chins. In 1823, Mr Jobhn Adam, ad inferim.
Governor-General, appointed him to administer the
new settlement of Singapore, on the resignation of
its founder, Sir Stamford Raffles, In that position
he remained three years, and concluded with the
nntive chiefs to whom the settlement belonged the
convention by which we hold its aovereignty. Ia
1826 he returned to Bengsl, aud was forthwith
.appointed by fthe Governor -General, Lord
- Ambhermt, Commissioner in Pegu, and eventu-
.ally, on the conclusien of peace, Envoy to
the burmese Court, In 1827 Crawfurd finally
roturned to England, and in the following year pub-
‘fished an account of hhis mission to Siam and Cochin -
. China, and in 1829 another of his misaion to Bormah.
.‘After this period, long leisure, good health, and an
“inclination to study and capaoity for work, enabled
“him to keep.up and perfect his storea of Indian and
. Fastern information, He was an indefatigable con-
 tributor to the press on mattars relating to the East,
.and indood on many other subjects, In 1852 he
.published & grammar and dictionary of the Malay
i and in 1858 & descriptive dictionary of
. y and the languages of the Philippine Archi-
; o, works which secured for their author the
t of the philological world. . o
' Crawiurd leaves a son aud two daughters to
.dament his loas, . ‘ .




