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RAJAH BROOKE,
(From Temple Bar.)

Tu desoriblng the person of Sir James Brooke aad his
character—so far ag a daily intercourse of some months
enable one to understand it I cannot be acoused of
breaking the canons of good taste. Such men as he belong
to history.
appearance or of thefr natare o be regarded, for future agen
will read with interest of the one, and: will welgh the other
with profit, Of feults, every great charaoter has its share,

| perhaps in s larger ratio than the common clay, but very
.| fow have been those

to whom so little of small humen
weakness could be charged as to the Rajah of Sarawak.

His was not the stature of a demi-god, nor the statoly
presence of the anclent heroes, His helght was scarcely
bit. 9in., his figure, though wiry and muscnlar beyond the
common, was slender in {ts proportlons, The well-known

- | portralt of Sir Francls Grant glves, perhaps, afalr Wkenesg

of the rajah In his youth: but with sdvancing years the

the keen resolution in
Handsome he was, with
which strikes men and
by regularity of featura,
and his Syes—pleasantly
slded ab those charming
faced by the Taan Mudak
nded by an ever-changiag
whose homs, in thejy rare
8y8 &% the rajah’s honse—

the eyes, grew yob more apparent,
that manlllke and imposing besnty
women alike, but not haudsome

(C. Jo'ngon: Brooke), and surrou
olecle of out-station officers,
visita to the oapital, was alw

Nob lghtly 1s the smallest detail of $heir

-1 cowardly hont, plunged in,

never seemed wholly to lose that stern and steady gazo
acquired in looking upon scenes of red-handed justloe and
retributlon, But he was the pleasantest companion in
this world, this ““sucoessful buccaneer,” as Mr. Hume
oalled him — this kindly gentlemen, as those who saw
and lknew entltled him. Genlal always, whatever the
age or class of his companrion ; equally at home with
& rude Dyak or with the belle of the season, INone
wero afraid of him. His learning was most extenaive, his
rendiness of wit and power of expression equally delightfnl.

.| The eloguence of Rajah Brooke in public I need not dwell

‘upon ; many heard him {n England, and %o those who had

no% that pleasure I can only declare that very few of our
orators veached his level, and soarce any surpassed 16, The
sole quality in regard fo conversation which the rajah
Incked was the sense of humour, of whioh indesd he had
but little, 'Wet a paradox boldly enunclated was a favour-
ite form of thought with him, as when he said one even-
Ing: “If the fote of any man In the world kes been &
serles of lucky chances, mine has been 60, My wound i
Indla was luok ; my retlrement from the army was luck;
my ornlse in the Royallst was luck; the rebellion here, the
helplessness of Muadah Hasslm, the insolence of the Pan-
garans, the murderous attempt of Makots, the massacre
of the Bruni nobles, and my whole career in Sarawak, has
been & chaln of luck, But I don't belleve in any such
thing 1”

It mey be that, when young, Rsjah Brooke Indulged in
the follies and vices common to men of great energy ; but
bis Eastern Ufe was passed, from the very outset tolts end,
without suspioion of & sfaln, And this fact gave him the
geeater influence among & people so sensual, so utterly
ungonsclous of morality, as fs the Malay. The chaste
Dyaks looked with enthuslestic approbation at ¢he house-
hold of thelr moverelgn, governed, for the first time in
Sarawalk history, by one who selzed no man’s goods, nor
carrled off his danghters; and they often pointed out to

{ Malay visltors, I fear with little effect, how nobly thelr

own favourlte monarch set the example of decency and
‘oxder.

Of thet ususal religion which one may term superstitious,
the rajah, like most, if not all, of strong and energetic
natures; had but Mttle. His pure life, his unfilnching pur.
sult of duty, were the result of no dogmatic Injunctions
blindly and with {rembling accepted, but the logical con-
olusion of thought and observation. The origin of dogmstic
oreeds, and the result of them, was & favourlte subject
' with his mind ; nor was there any speoulation o prepos-
terous but he would give 1t & few moments of attention,
overthrowing It with gentle and logloeal ridlcule, or gravely
demonstrating its inconslatenoy, - Almost the only ocoa-
sions on which I have seen the rajah heariily laugh wers
in lstening to $he ingenions sophistrles of a young visitor
who mede his appearance in Sarawak some years ago, and
who seemed speolally to ocoupy a fanoifnl mind In devising
new sud more monstrous systems of heresy day by day for
the entertainment of his host and himwelf, He hated,
‘shove all thlugs, prlestoraft. The aurrender of thelr own
Intelleot, the admission that another person conld possibly,
by virtue of any ciroumstence outside of his own merdts,
‘stand on a level ahove sommon hyyanity, 1s- to such men
.o he an Intolerable 1dea. - And inﬁ}ls respeot it wonid be
pushing o an unreasonable polnt the doctrlne of privacy
o avold all mentlon of the Sarawal church and its offcers.
It hasbeen regretted thai men as upright and consclentious
a3 were the Rajah of Sarawak and the Blshop of Labuan
could not have dwelt together upon terms of greater frlend-
ship; but I feel convineed that Dr, M‘Dougsi, whatever
his small fallings, was better adapted to his delloate posi-
tlon than nine in ten among #he clergy of England, as they
now are, who might have aspired fo his see. Each vespected
the other, if he had no enthuslastic IHking; but the ordi-
nary parson—-guch an one, for instance, as he who wrote to
the powerful. olilef of Lundu that all his anceators were
now raging in hell for thesin of taklng humsan heads in
the time of their barbarlsm—would have outraged the
whole populefion to madness, Obinese, Malay, and Dyak
enmasse, Suoh eruel and senseless orthodexy Dr, M*Dougal
was foo wise to entertaln, or oo prudent to exhibit; and
i€ it bo true that Mr. Chambers, of Banting, has accepted
the post the former has resigned, we may congratulate Mr,
Charles Johnxon-Brooke, now rajah, upon the appolntment
of & bishop who will pursue the wise polloy of consillation
tntroduced by his predecessor, without the unfortunate
weakness which, in some measure, impalred D, M'Dougal’s
effiolency.

Of 8ir James Brooke’s personal aourage it s nok nesss.
aary to speak ; but to this gunality he added a skill in the
use of all weapons, and a quickness of eyo and limb whioch
were quite extreordinary, To the moment when paralysls
atruck him down for the first time, the rajah had fow equals
in that rapid and vigorons fenoe, which s really of servics
in a struggle, norin real pistol play. There are many men,
it i3 lkely, who could cut the pipn of a card more agcu-
rately, but I never saw one who was the rajah’s motoh in
firing all round, in front in rear, running, or wheeling
about, That most treacherons weapon, the revolver, was
sure a8 & duelling platol in his hends, When the Ohi.’
nese rebsls came down to Kuching, on the night of Feb-
ruary 18, 1857, thelr firat objeot was to anrround Govern.
ment House, with the Intention of killing the sovereign,
They knew that he and his body-servant were alone in the
building, for it was not customary before this event to post
apy sentinels either by night or day. The Chtness foroe
wea over 3;000, and half of this number marched in silence
through the darkness to the attack, They fired the build-
ing, and stood in walt for thelr vietim, yelling and wasting
their powder after the usual Ohinese manner. Half of
them were drunlc; all were thivsting for the rajah’s blood,
Bat so terrible was the prestige surrounding him, so deeply
founded the hellef in his miraculous sldll, that when the
object of thelr hetred sprangthrough & window from the
blazing house, with a plstol in each hand and a gabre be.
tween his testh, the 1,500 burly Ohinamen shrank from
his desperate path, and, without aword, he dashed through
& lving lane of {ntended murderers. Ho reached the
stream that fenced the rea{da?ﬁe g:rgens, tl})].ursu{ed by the

-dlved benea
lying there, and rose among the bushes on the ?2:!;1:;'%?;‘11:?
But ag h ]

o © 7088, another peril loomed over him, for g dark
figure stooped above hig blding-plage, and eag,ar eyes wera
examining the water. Onohasty glance agsured the rajah
that this new foe wag all alone; he sprang in one tnemlen-
dous hound at tke bent $hroat, and shortened his sabre ¢
?nlah the work. But g strangled volce gurgled fn:teh-:

€ lf.ﬁ'ﬂ I, alr--I’enty, sl ! Ch, for God’s sake, Stz Fames !”
The rajah was fond of telllog this story, and Penty, his
steward, a stalwart west oounttymarn, always grinned ;rom
-eax o ear In liatening to 16, and invarlably wound up the
finel with an inoonsequentlal Yes, sir,”

The Dyaks alao,

pastime, had a notion that tbeir rajah was more than o
nmatch for thelr most skilfnl champlons, Whether there

Was any ground for thia ides, or how it came o he ROOXE-

.ohildren in safety, as they declared, There was no sutlg

dited, I cannot tell ; but most surely 8fr James Brooks hai
never entered the Usts with thelr naked warriors, It mg
be that In some early struggle, when the leader of th
Sarawak forces had to take hand.to.-hand part in oven
aotlon,the Dyakasaw him successfully dlaarm an antaganié.
by ¢his means, and thence the opinion spread. Oune ever
Ing, shortly after the Kyan war was ended, Mr. Stoay
Johndon, third and younungest of the rajah’s nephews wk
have joined his fortunes, brought down a guest to Govern
ment House, In the porson of Joke, n Kennowit chieftaf;
of great Importance somewhere on the Rejang river, Thy
warrlor, who had much distingalshed himself in the lat
campalgn, was very short, but immeneely powerful, and s
noted champion at all weapons and all games, MMr, Stoarf
Johnzon and Mr. Oruikshank, residents of Kennowit, each
tried a fall with him, bus he threw them easily, The rajsh
happened to enter the room just s I asked Joke whethe
there was any Englishman in the country who conld matek
him with the sword or in wrestllng, ““No one but the
rajah,” he gald, looking at his soverelgn with a cnriow
exprossion of mingled worship and qurlosity in his small
shiftlng eyes. ‘Why, I am old and very thin, Joke,” said
Sir James, smiling. “So Is the rattan,” answered ths
Kennowlt, quick as thought. An extreme readiness of
comparizon and allegory Is characterlstle of all Orlents)
peoples, .

The rajah’s temper was always under control, and hedid
nothing upon impulse. Perhaps this was not so in his
youth ; but endless responsibilities, disappointments inna.
merable, and the habib of danger, had bronght his mind to
the calm equanimily of age long before the years began to
weigh heavlly, Two recollections only, so far as I observed,
roused anger in his breast, The conduct of England upoy
geveral oceaslons he sometimen denounced with just indig.
nation; but that 18 not precisely what I mean. Oneof
‘the storles which never failed to bring the light of passton
into his stern eyes was the massacre of Bruni tn 1846, when
the cowardly sultan murdered those six Pangarans, nncle
of his own, who favoured Rajah Brooke and the English
allange, They died with a herolsm befitting thelr causs;
two, at least, blowing up thelr honses, thelr hareems and
familles, when resiatance graw hopeless. Oneof thamwa
that Mudah Hasslm who had put Sir James on the throne
of Sarawak., The other oooaston was at & dloner party In
the bishop’s howse, when conversation had turned upon
$he qualities of the Britfsh gallor, Dr. M‘Dougel, mt
became bis office, loudly olafmed for our, tars all thos
virtues which Mr. T, P, Cooke assumed to be thelr invarl.
able attribute; others xidlouled this egotlsm of nationality,
The rajah then told a story which fixed itself very deeply
in my recollectlon. The incident happened in one of thos
forays which he undertook in Englich vessels of war—I
think to Sulu, but my memory of the time and placels, I |
confess, not very acourate, At least there must be many
officers now living who can, if they will, recall the circam:
stance, The piratical village attacked was strongly fortified,
and, In espeolal, an-enormous boom had been lald acros
the entrance of the bay, This obstruction was found to b
mosnt diffioult of removal, and while the boats of the exps
dition hacked and sawed at the timhber, they were exposed
to a murderous fire from batteries planted in judictonsspota
Men fell very thickly, and tha foros was almost domoralised
by its helplessness and lose, when the boom enddenly
broke, With mad shouts of vengeance our eailors deshed
to shore, but the plrates, after one partlng volley, fed
through the woods to another positlon. Rajah Brooke
londing the men in pursnit, looked into a hut, and sw
there two very Uttle children ahandoned by their parents
Kunowing the huniour of the satlors, and kaving very it
falth in ¢he T, P. ooke theory, he detached two men who
were consldered truabworthy to protect the helpless it
pirates, He personally saw them take thelr pout, thenfol
lowed the attacking forcs, But when the victors returned;
the guards were gone, and the children lay dead upon the
floor, with their necks nearly severed. There was sa io-
quiry, of course, but the orlminal conld not be dlscovered§
the men in charge had deserted thelr poat, Jeaving tht

laries of any kind at hand. The mabter was hushed up
I do not hesitate to repeat this story, because there mulE
bo many still alive who can give the place and date I havg
forgotten, ]
On the rajab’s defeots we may touch very lighly. 4 4
certain want of softness there was in his nature; & certii
self-confidence, which, most justly founded as It Vi@
osused kim fo feel a polfte but profound indifference fo:t}t
opinlon of other persons. One cannot but own also, '3%
elt the enthusiasttc devotion which we who knew him g
for him, that he exhibited sometimes that last wesinsfg
of & noble mind, jealousy of others’ success in the objelg
which his ambition sought—not the small and mean el
which weaker natures often show, but, sa I undersmdh:
grander feoling, For rank and wealth and sucoess in I/
he had a careless Indifference too deep for expresslon ; I¥f
in the great work of clvillsing the Farther East, Sir Juw']
Brooke would have wished, I thiak, that the forms of "8
perlal Rome could be restored, and each great act in g
direction be performed under bls “numen,” But he ™
aware of this weakness, as of all others in his characki i
and guarded himself striotly sgalnst it, No ruler ™§
more carefully just to the merits of hiz subordinates, “‘d}; :
brought out the ssrvices of any dlstingnished offiser ¥l
sorupulous self-denia), After all, the view was juh,
the Orlental seas owed all to Sarawalk and lts rajsh.
firat, by untiring energy of sword and tongae snd P
brought before the shocked comprehension of Europe'g
atrooltles daily perpetrated in the Malaysn sead. -
showed en Inoredulous world that the piratioal fiect®
Suly, Baleninl, Nlanun, Seribas, and countless others, 7'
not merely logends of the profession, like flying Dutcls>s
and Krakensg and great sea-serpents, bub actual realiti
under which the eastern coasts and waters ware suff -
to-day, yet more horribly than we ten centurles 830.
was with amazement that England read tho dlspssslot
figures of Rajah Brooke, which estimated the numb&

among whom wrestling is a favourite !

pirates who annually swept the shore of Borneo alanﬁJ ¥
50,000 men ; and could he but have put before the PO
the story of one dsy’s employment with these fiends—"l
murders committed for murder’s suke, the rapes, the 1;'; o
Ings, the ruln, every outrage despened by slow and Liig
nious torture, without pretext or object, all Europe ¥" i
have thrilled with such horror and astonishment 84 nev
yet the tale of any orime has roused. And becausd
made these things known, and put his whole forhme,u A
energles, his life tself, at the work of redressing ﬁhﬂ;ﬁ b
rible things, therefors I kold that Rajah Brooke il
justly olalm some credit fn each action that mhi: ° tj e
ab hoart, But thore was o certaln grim lovlty S
manner of spealdng on these matters, which show: P
observant mind how very deep his purpose 1y & e
as when he exoused his severlty ageinst the Serlbas f Y
by declaring that, “*as & gentlemsn, 11_3 °°“‘l‘d 'i: Cart
such golngs on upon hin property.’—Article : The Ga*}

and Character of Rajah Brooke.”



