~on when Brooke- visited Barawak,: The war

“the conntry, but ench was afraid to closs with the

_raceive in exohange such an amount of antimony a8
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'HOW BiR.JAMES BROOKE BECAME ~
" URAJAH OF BARAWAK, . ' .~
The following communication, which: we ‘extract

_from the ! Friend of . Indid, of the 13th of August, is
cinbereptingi=s . o ..ol T
- Barawak was formerly & deperidency of. Bruni, or’
"Borneo proper,: but that empire having fallen. ioto

decay it became actunlly, though not nominally, in-
ﬁeiendcnt‘. The discovery, howéver; of some very .
rich antimony mines there. induced: the Sultan of -
Bruni to atterpt o reassert his suthority over the,
province, -and for- this purpose. he senti down his.
uricle, the Rsjah Muda Hoseim, with o force of
Brunt Malays, who seized the mines and attempied
to work them by means of the forced Inbour of the
Sarawak Malays and Dyaks, To this high-handed

 proceeding the Intter naturally objected, and hence.

sxose those hostilities which were beidg. carried

Janguished in the wretohed mapner you describe,
Each party built n seriea of emall forts throughout

other, snd a8 no cultivation could be carried ¢n the
ceuntr_}éwas‘fa.st;becon_upg depopulated and deserted,
When Brooke, after visiting Muda Hasaira, waa on

‘the point of -leaving Sarawal to.extond this cruise
‘ ainong the other islands of the Archipelsgo, the latter

begged him to stay and help "him to émt down the
insurrection, promising that; if-he’ did eo,:he wonld |
make bim governor of the provioce on condition that
be paid tribute to Bruni. Brooks, knowing that apros
misegiven by an Asintic Sovereign undersucheiroum-
stances was of no value, neither accepted nor rejected
it, - He replied to Muda Hagaim--“T will not take

-edvantage of your present distress, but I will asaist-

you,to put down the rebels on condition that you.,
rule the country under my advice, ¥ will then show.
you'that you can both work the minesprofitably and :
also’ pay those who work them, -As to:my geing
Rajah wae-can speak of. that afterwards.” : To this -
roposition Muda Hessim egreed, and Brooke, having
jolned the Rajah’s forces with 12 Europesns'and two -
six-pounders, caphured one small fort from the reliels

after another; and having driven them all into sheir |

laxge stockade; compelled themito surrender ab dis-
cretion, At his intercesuion,” thongh not without
considerable difficulty, their lives: were spared :and -
the honour of their families preserved, and the rebels:
became ever after his staunchest and- most'devoted
adberents, - b ow e mandl G e ek A
Having thus pavified the conntry, Brooke bought
a trading schooner at Bingapore and loaded hér with
such goods as would sell among the natives, “These
ke gave to Muda Haesim to enal le him:to commence
working the mines by hired labour, and ‘he wad o

would repsy his expenditure, This by the way, was
the foundation of the epithet * Trader” with which
his enemies long loved to tannt him, Mude Hassim
took the goods, but; never paid the antimony, : Other
vessels from Bingapore arrived, and to them the an.
timony ‘wag sold, while to. Brooke’s romoustrances
auch answers wera given a8 showed him plainly thet
he was being fooled, At the same time:the oppres.
eion of the Land Dyaks, whoss interesta Brooke
had so.much abt heart, wns again begun, and-begun
chiefly with the.view.of anpi;{ing him #and em.-
broiling him which he piratical Sea Dynks, . His
chief enemy was Makota, who ﬁm—nﬁ B4 you .88y, -
s, rebel chief, but & Bruni Malay and Muda Hossim’s .
Prime Miniater, sud whose hostility was excited by
the influerce whioh Brooke had acquired with -the.

Rojab. Brooke, however, wng-not the man to be

either fooled or bullied ; and repoxts of an attenipt by
Malkota to poizen eitherhim or hininterpreter brought
rantters to o crisis, . He anchored his yucht opposite

-the palace; on whioh he brought her six six-pounders
. 4o bear, ond arming his boat’s orew—he had but

16 Europeans in_elU—went ashore and nsked for
an -audience, Mo then in a:long spesch.related
to Muda. Hassiui- all -that o had- done in the
country, all the promiscs that had becen made
to him and broken, and -concluded somewhat as fol-'
lows—** Now I aslk you either-to male me a Rajah
as you proroized, or to repay me for the goods I have
given you, - If you will do neither, I will attack you
in order to repay myself, I will rob you even of your
blanket, and,” gluncing signifiountly at Makota, who
was standing by, **I will punish those who have in-
jured me,” Bold words these to an Oriental sover

. reign in his own 'court!

. Muda Haggim -ptohabllyl feared an attack from the
redoubted white manand his16 comrades, but whether
he did or did nob there were sufficient veasons why he
phould yield, He lknew that:if Brooke left Sarawak
matters would soon.become as they wers hefore hia-

.arrival; he could: not or would not: pay him for the

goods, nond he thonght he would get chésply off by
giving bim the empty titleof Rajab. Heaceordingly
replied with the.most bland politeness—**I nm ex-

_tromely sorry that my good friend Mr Brooke shiould

be angry,.snd X sball comply with his request with

the grentest-plepsure,” .- A -document constituting

PBrooke a Rajah was accordingly then and thexa exe-

_cuted, and next day he was hailed by a salute of 21

gums Rajah of Sarawak, He was, however, only one

_of & council of whomiMuda Hasmm was chief, ~ His
* power, -coneequently, waa very limited, but snchayit.

was he used it on the side of right.: He prevailed on

‘Muds Hassim-to_pu$ down - head-hunting 7 among

the Barawek D ond ke was able, though only

yalip from those who had been in'the habit
;His, position, howaver, wag

8
"with,.vex% great diéicu],ty,,to protect the wenker

tribes of R £
of plundering them, .

“very preearious, he beitg, in fact,  the leader of the

Opposition” to whom the Sarawnk Muldys. and
Dyaks looked for protection pgainst their oppressors,
‘At this tire the piracies’ that were being coms

mitted in the China Sen attracted the attedtion of

‘the Evglish Government; & number of mbn ofwar
were aent to the cosat of ]';orqao. snd a treaty fo pub

_down piracy was made with the Sultan of Bruni.

In negotinting this treaty Brooke was of great-ser-
yice, . He was, in fact, the real though not the

Cobtensible negotiator, and_ in one of the, visits to-
. Bruni which lga‘;nn.&. -whi :
ending he prévailed mpon the Hultan fo withdraw

e:while the negotintions were

Mude pim sod the Bruni Malays from Saca-
wuk, snd to appoint himself sole Rajah pnd fendatairy
under ‘thé Court of Bruni.” Thus it was thdt he
became Rajah of Sarawals, -, ' &

. My ¢hief authority for thesbove factsia E(Ji:r James-

. Brooke himgelf..  Hemade no mystory of the manner

in whioh he became R&fg\‘hi_. I was there four years,

and knew bim fotimately, . . - .
e~ ..M., HOBSBURGH, ;
0 Chaplain of the Derajut, and late.
i ned Misgionary in Sarawak,
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