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RECENT BOOKS OI' TRAVEL.
Dravels in the East Indian Archipelage. By ALBERT
8, Broxmork, M.A, With Maps and Illustra-
‘tions. Jro. Murray, 1868,

Travel and Adventure in the Territory of Alaska.
By Faenepiox WHYMPER, With Map and
ustrations, Jno. Murray, 1868, ... . ...
d'he .’I"rauels of « Hindoo tp various parfs of Benga
and Upper Indie,: By BEGLANAUTH CHUNDER.
MWith an Introduction by J. TALBOYS WHEELER

‘Eaq. 2 vols, Tritbner and Co., 1860, .

“Mr. Bickmore, an Amorican by birth, and &

ssgor of Natural History in. Madison Univer-

. Howilton, New York, records in this goodly-

volume his exXperiences as s naturalist among
hggn.maus spicoislands of tho Eastern Archipelago.

soems that Iu_s object inthe fivat instance weas to
obtgin at Amboina the shells figured in Rumphius’s
Rarikoit Kemer, snd that with the friendly sssist-
snce of the Governor of the Notherlands India he
afterwards travelled ovér evory part of thearchi-
Ealugo. The result is & vulneblo and weighty

ork, not very lively indeed, but full of interest- |

‘ing faots, and sufficiently readsble fo attract the
attention of tho mon-scientific reader. To those
who seek for knowledge rather than amusement,
and who wish for acourate information with regard
to the far-famed spiceislands, thisvolumowill provo
of esseutinl gorvice. Moreover, the distinet pur-
pogo of tho writer gives a valuo to his work which
ompensates for the lnck of litorary art, -
RMuSt men of seience are modest, and a8 a scien-
:‘:ﬂg-pfofegsor Mr, Biokmore is no exception to the
tule; bt in things apatt from his calling modesty
fals him,. Thus, instead  of leaving us

-malo tho proofs of his pluck somewhat too con-
Spituous,  Mr. _,?f?kmora sorvod in the Union
atmy, and is osreful to tell us that, having been'in
bnt?fe,llxp is not likely to Lecome frightened with-
out very good osuse for it, and in his graphie narre-

tive-of s strnggle with a-python thore 18 & cextain |
consoieusness of courago which it woiuld have been |

wiser tosuppress, Inindifforent English he says,
“The thought of esoaping while I could, and
leave-for others to do what belonged to me, never
entered my mind.” '

THig, owover, is a trifling objection, and doos

not affoct the worth of Mr. Bickmore's yolumg, |

whioh, as we heve hinted, consists in au array of
srall-digosted facts, Asin most frof ical countries,
life ifi'tho’ beautiful islands of the Bastern Archi~
olégo has o thousand drawbacks,: Youmay be
dostroyed by en earthquake, or killed by enakes,
or hitten nlmost to desth By wosquitaes, crunched
by a crocodile if you attempt to bathe, or nwake
one'morning fo find all your houschold treasurey
ruined by white nnts, and if thiz is not emough
there is genarally tho change, and in man placos
tho perfuinty, of fever wid dysontory, In some
arts, too, Mr, Bickmore met with cases of leprosy
In its most rovolting form, but ho obgerves thub
in the courso of %8 travels ho hoard & only one
European suffering from this. hidoous malady, -

Mr. Bickmore's enthusiasm i3 ohiefly gxponded
upon shells and other objects of natural history,
but .bis volumo contains o number of odrious
deteils, which ehow that ho did not willingly allow
anything to escape his observation. ' Bome of theso
it may bo intoresting to group together without
any sttempt ot olassification. . They will show at-
loast that tho volume is xiot destitute of varioty.

OF Malay cooking he entertning no highropinion,
and of Mulay servants ho observes—and the re-
mavk holds good st home as well as-abroad—thob
the moro yon employ the greater is the amount of
your trouble, * Igo' servant will do riore than
one thing, If ongagad ss o nurse, itiaonly to.
care for one child; if o8 o groom, it is'only to care
for one horse, or at wost ono span of horses,’’
In the f5rests of South Amorica the Indisns sleep
in hammocks to avoid, tho donger ©0f snokea; In
Amboins, for the smwe réusen, tho natives perch:
thoit beds upon poles. . “As there.are ne horses in
tho island, tho traveller jowrneys.in.a.chair, to’
which sovoral coolies were attached, who relieve
gach other every fow minutes, ¢ Their ‘ragged
olothing and uncombed hnir made them appear:
atmngeTy ont of keoping with the luxuriant vege-
tation surrounding us.”  Mr. Bickmoroe gives an
interosting account of the spice which makes theso
islands - s0 famous, In Amboina tha clove

o is courngoous, he is npt to !

"Mr. Bickmore is apparently wholly free from what

[
bt

is not oxpeoted to boar fruit before ibs
twolfth or Sfiftcenth yoar, and. it ceases
to yield when about seventy-five yeursold. The
clové is the flowor-bud, and grows in clusters.
«When the buds are young, they are nesrly
white, afterwards they change foa light green,
and finally to s bright red, when they must at
oneo be gathered, which is done by picking them
by hand, or Buatin i them off with bamboos on 16
clothsspread beneaththotroos, Thoyarethen simply
dried in the sum, end are ready for the markot.
In drying their colour is changed from red to
Dlack, tho condition in which wo see them.”
Strangely enough the natives moko no uso of this
condiient themselves, oxcopt in forming models
of their bamboo huts.

Ono. notablo and snnoying peeuliarity is the
vuridty of dialects spoken by the natives, so that
villagors within & mileof ench other are sometimes
aotually unable to converse, The result is that all
who:wish to oarry on trade or intercourso it
thoir noighbours are compalled to learn Maluy
which is as uscful as Latin was upon the
8 yems ‘gone by, It was in
Malay that DMr. Bickmore ocarried on _ his
trading ns u sholl collector, and an enger, exciting
tynffig it was, ' To give tho trads more éclat,’” he
writes, ‘¢ I took a good quantity of small eopper
coins, and distributed thom freely among the chil-
dren sy I passed along. The result of this ma-
neeuvra wos moat magical ; everybody was anxioua
to meke 1y acquaintsnco and sell mo shells.”

may be called romantic tendoncics, The femele
hoanties of the islands had mno attractions
for him, snd on being asked to -& hall,
which hé attended as a -matter of polite-
noss, ho left ufter the first waltz, observing thet

the pros)j)ect. of o ramble along the shores on the |

nmorrow had for him o far greater fascination than
whirling till he was giddy, ' half embraced in
the rrnis of one of those dark Lelles.” All the
more amusing, thersfore, 15 the traveller’s account
of the-uncxpeeted trentment ho roceived onc day
at a banguet. The story is not long, and is worth
tellingl

Our bill of faro was ‘suflivient to_eatisfy the most fas.
tidious ¢piewre: Jor substautial dict tho neighbouring
forgsts had Turnished us with au sbundunce of venison
und the meat of the wild boar, and the ndjoining buys had
yielded several kinds of nicg fish, All wus prepared in an-
unexceptionnl manner and the rich display of pine-
apples, mangosting, dukus, and several kinds of - bauanay
was finer than meny & Buropean prince could sof before
his guests, Tho process of demolishing had fully begunm,
when the dark beautios, who had been dunoing bofore the
house, came in, and ranged themsclves round the table,
My fizst impression was, that they had coms in to ses how
Europeans eat, and I only rofinined from hinting to that
effect tothe Lesident on my 1ight, boeauso he had already
smiled to sco my surprise at our novel rece tion, and
besides, I wus anxious notto npyenr to be wholly ignorunt
of their odd customs. Soon they begun to sing, and
this, I thought to myeelf, i3 probubly what is meant by a
gumptuons banquet in the Tast, and; if so, it well do-
serves thie name, As the songr coutinuod, onc after another
took ont 4 handkerchief of epotless white, aud fulding it
into o Lriungulor form, begau to fan tho gentleman in
front. of her. 'Thisisindeed Enstern luxury, I seid to
myscl, andl while I was wondering what wonld come
next, the damsel behind the Lesident renched forward
and gave him o loud kiss on_hia cheok,  * That was ine
tonded s au appetizen presumo b Nutuurlifh,
“QOf courso,’” ho veplied, and I leaned back in my
chuir, ‘to give way to a hoarty laugh, which I had :
been trying fov a’long timo to rostruim, whon eud-
denly I wus ustonished by o similar salutation on the
lips!. It wna done so quickly that I hadno time fo.xe-
ocovorfrom my bewildering surprise, and .coolly,explain
that such wus nob the.custom in my land, Instead of my
laughing, ot the Resident’s oxpense, the whole party
laughed ut mine; but my confusion wos dispolled by the
pssurance of all that -even the Governor-General himself

hed to submit to such treatiment when he eamo to inspect
thess istands, ~Bosides; I was made aware that the fault
wa lareely myown, and that, when Ileaned backwmrd
to laugh, tho Zair one behind me had misintarpioted the
movementt ns & ehallonge (which sho cortainly seomed nob
loath to accept). At every villoge we had 'to yun B
gimilar gantlot, snd I must confoss that sevetal. times:it
oconrred to mo that tho youngest member of the purty
corfainly received his shave of such tender- attention,
and thot many of these beauties, uona ilum, werd Adatei-
mined to improvo their present opportunity fox fear that
thoy might nevor again lhove the priviloge of kissing o
gentleman with a white face. g
With ihis extract we must conclude our brief
notico of a worl which will prove an important
and indispensable addition to all libraries of no=
tural listory. It isourious that although isued.
from Albemsrlo-streot, ond in a style worthy of
the house, tho mode of speliing common in the
United Stutes has been votained throughout, Mr,
Biokmoro dlates his preface {rom Cambridge, Mas-
snchusetts, but gives no hint of an intention to
publish an American edition of the yolime, . .
Whero is Alaska? may very possibly be the ex-

clomation of some g on soeing the title of
Mr. Whympor's volume.{-f'*"lﬂﬁf&ﬂ#’.‘»hﬁ».1!:,%
known, is the territory ¢neo ‘Russiah Awme-.
‘Ew'}g I:iutszvlt:ich wos formally tr ﬂ;k' rred tﬂtﬁl}ln
‘Upited Btatos ayfhesitidd ‘on “Qotobér ‘18, 16677
Of this country, m_p 'a-:%@he‘-gﬁ?%ﬂ"énd
| 83 yob the only city, enjoys the reputation of being
| about the most rainy pluco in the world, Sinee
1 tffe American .gcqupaﬁ%iun--a-_- little- stiv - has- heon:
givon “to" trade, but Mr, Whyiipor laughs at the
nongense recorded in £orie of .phe Umted Btates
newspapers with regdrd to .its agtloultural zé-
sources, sud observes that thero is not ,on adfa of |
grain in the whols country. ’ The purchase of the
400,000 square wiles which comprise Alaska was
the worl of Ar. S8eward, and took the Aniericans
by surprise. Great was the opposition and grest
the. 'ridienle coused by. t]i)le : announcement,
“ Mook advertisoments, purporting ' to' come from
the Secrotary of ' Siate, appeared jin the  daily
popers . of Now' York and'“the . large . cities

nerally; offering the highiest price  for *wasté
ands andworn-out colonies,’ ¢ submerged andun-
discoverod islonds,’ icebergs, Polar bears, volen~
noes ‘and enrthquakes, provided they shonld nof
ghakethe confldenee of the Statedopartment.' ” Tha'
{aot ig, snys My, Whymper:: ignorance with riifﬂ.r_d_
to the colony was, and is, almost universal, and thig
work ¢ must be regarded ‘simplﬁ‘;‘a.g an-early. and’
st;;?:rﬂnial contribution to our beiter knowledge
0 1 .!I . : s ".', A :_.“ i ‘.‘:

S0 far from being superficial, however,
itisan admirable work, writtod with s much spirit
a8 acouraay, and veloting the experience not of
months only, but of years. . Mr. Whyiiper,! adhe
records many o leng voyage and maiy an intor-
esting exploration. Of places well known ‘as well!
os !of places sonrcely. known et sll, ‘has .always.
something intelligont to sny; and being -an: artigh,
as woll a3 o traveller, -us illiistratipns .afford a:
vivid ropresentation of the scemes which he dé-
seribes,  Of Vancouver's' Tslond, ‘wheréa' he’ .épmi{r
three winters, his account is as graphic‘ad” any 'we
’have met with ; and if is-interesting to' moto " that’
-his opinion with regard to thé nb'grgi'nes' coineides:
with that held. by Sir Frenois Hoead, “by My,
Collin, and more . yecently. ‘tiy Mr. "Wentworth
Dilke, The lonst degraded Indions,” he .says,.
“ urg those who have lonst to. do-with the shito
mun;” and ho remnrks that ;CObtlin’ concigély
sumuded dp our relasions with the rod men when
ho said, *',Whito men, whiskay, tomakawks, soalp--
ing-knives, guns, powder and ball, small-pox,
debaiehery, . exterminstion. ' In : Kamchatks,
by the svny, Mr.'” Whymper, 'throws out
an' “originel . suggostion when, he observes
that ‘the aftinctions of the, country for
the Alpine climber' oénnot Do over-stated.”
Theo lofticst mountein, known by the name of
Klutchevskol, is 16,000 feet in height. Andhe
gives p viry lively desoription of Petropaulovski
in its brief summer garb, with tho thermometer
at 80 dogrees in the shade. ¥ The weather was
porfook, thero was scardoly - ri;]:plo on the blue |
water below us, flowers ‘made the air fragrant,
and. bat for an occasionsl mosgnito wo should’!
hevo forgotten we wore on :earth atall! - And |
than—blissof blisscs l~~we nob merely raiseda cloud |
of balmy smoke, but were encouraged’ therein by |
the senotion of our lady- friends, some:of whony
joined 'us... At oll their entertainments, or- ab|
.quieter fawnily ‘parties; cigars and tigarettes waro
always: secved: with - the “tea ‘nd ' coffoe, and tho’
ladies retained their soats withi'us, . Would ibiwere

fio 'in ‘our: own otherwise: inore: or less haoppy
lond.” Tho most valuable ;portion - Qf}:;;ﬁf,t:‘
Whyiaper's ' work 'rélatgs’  to . his. sledge

;anoy;,gto' Jthe  Yukou, whioh- has -all the,
reshness of -u traveller's ‘narrative’.in a land
ﬂanemny"énnknown;, . Oold'’ work it’ inust have

en, for Mr. W}im];]ar obsarves. thoy had- every:
‘morning to break up the clotted ice formed on théir
faoes, and that o -merchant ;whom ‘he knew vary)
narrowly escaped suffocation from” the jge formin
in ‘this way on- hiy beard’ and : moustnohe, .&."i
Nulnto, the most northern. ‘of’ the Riasian Fur
‘Company’s posts, whero My, Whymnper, ent (&
wintor, the temperaturo waes often thirty degrees ‘
below -zero, and the days were sbout two Hours in'|
length., Theye was pjllezgﬁy of interest notwithe |
standing,’and many a Livoly aneddote is rolated by |
the frozen up artist, who: was forced to sketch;
under diffoulties: * Betweon evory fivestrokes of |
tha peneil, T xan about o exoroise mysolf; or went!
into-our guarters for: warmth. - Several .times I
gkinned my fingers, once froze my loft oar,  which
swelled up nearly to the top of my head, and T was
nlways afraid that my prominent nasal organ
would get :bitton.,” The - Indians " appesr to
have been uniformly friendly; and' Mr, Whymper:
relates o eciroumstance: which redounds greatly to
their credit. . .

"Wo left the * Versola Sofka'’ on the morning of the Tth,

and finding the loads teo great for omr dogsunder the pir-
cumstances, wo rmisod an orection of polos, and deposited
seme bags thoreon. I way hero say, once for all, that cur
men often leif goods, consisiing of tea, flour, niolasses,
bacon, and ell kinds of miscellansous jtems, acattoradin
this way over the -country, and that thoy remained un.
:ﬁ:f:?ed by the Indians, who frequently travellod past

Wa have only space to notice in a few words
“Tha Travels of o Hindoo." It is & most significant
work; not so much for the information it contains
—though this is considerable—as for the views
expressed by the eauthor, ‘who is dend-set
a%ninst the Brahmins, and belisves that the sprend
of Buropean, or rather of Lnplish civilisation,
will effeot an entire revolutionin the country. The
Hindoo's knowledge of Enplish is remarkable. His
boeck, nithough not pure Englich, isa valuable
work, and those who wish for a wider knowledge
of tho relations in which we stand'to the great
Enstern country we undertake to govern will do
well to study it with care, =~ : :




