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COLONIAL GRIEVANCES.

TO THE EDITOR OF TOE DAILY NBWS.

Siz,—The colony of the Straits Settlements
wes, previous to 1867, o part of the Bengal Prosidency,
nud undor the non-interfering government of the East,
India Company the communities of Singapore, Malacon,
and Penang had worked out for themselves a position o1
political aud commerciel impaxtance. . :
 Situated in the great highway from India to Chiua,
Singapore bad become not only & centre and rendezyous
for imperinl purposes, ns shown in the China wars of
1847 and 1860, but & vast depot of eastern commorce,
the valuo of its trade in 1864 amounting to nearly 18
millions stexding. A lavie populstion of Chinese and
Malays had been attracted to the European settlement,
and become permanently located there. The freo trade
policy inaugurated by Sir Stamford Radfles draw thither
year hy year the morcantils fleets of Europe and
Ammiea, and native boats from avery island of the
Mativau Archipelage; while the extrome lightuess of
taxation proved at once the ﬁmsﬁ-m't{ of the country,
andl tended further to increase ut the distance of the
island from the Central Government in Indis called forth
o desive for au nuthority on tbe.s{tmt which should more
thoroughly ally itsolf with local interests, and extend in-
torcourss and friendship with the native States of Sumatra
and the  Peninsula, Ten years were employed in
negotiations with the Indian aud Home Governments, and
then ou lst ef April, 1867, Sir Hamy St. George Ord,
called by Lord Derby from the oharge of a convict cola-
blishment in the West Indies, assumed control of the new
colony, o Legislative Council was consfitutsd, and anera
of so-called solf-government began, Tiwo yearsof it have
expired, and the results may be thus summed up:

1. An increased annual expenditure of 30,0004, 2. The
accumulation of & colonisl debt of about the same amount.
3. 'Tho loss of the independence of the judges, and a con-
sequant distrust in the minds of tho native population of
the perfect rectitude nd justness of the Law. Courts,
1. The introduction of a number of legislutive acts, the
mere titles of which would fill the space of this lettor;
many . of them boipg measures of a ropressive chavaoter,
yassed indefiance of the wishas of the oolonists, andsomaof
them threatening the deatruction of that free-trade policy
which has beon the very life of the settlement. 5. The
conversion of o comnmunity Jugal and contented iuto one
of the most open and decided hostility to the Colonial and
resentuent ngainst the Home Government, 6, The oreation
of a conviction amoug the Chinese population that neither
their personal safety nor property are any longer secured
to them, and & conssquent emigration of & number of
respectable traders. i =

Tlie increased expenditure and debt has been mainly
lawnﬁht abount b{liuereuscd salarics (for were ihere not
friouds of Tory Miuisters to bo provided for f}—the insti-
tution of new officas (for waore not the friends many. and
had not they waited luni?) There was an Auditor-
Giencral toadd up a debit balance, a Colonial Treasuror
to tuke charge of it, a Colonisl Enginesr to builde
Government-house! It will beseen that there was a pro«
bability of these gentlemen being overworked, and so
“travnlling ospenses ” for change of air wore demanded,
The house that had sufficed the late Governor must malko
way for o palace for tho new-cowmer, and some 20,000/, was
enlled for ns a first instalment on this account; two
steamors and & steam yacht, the latter costing 20,0001,
were required for the convonience and pleasurc of his Ex-
cellency, and thus it has come to pass that in tho
short spuce of two years an increased expenditure of
over 96,000/, has been incurred, not one farthing of which
has been of any direct sarvice to the taxpayers from whom
{he money was extorted. Had they, indeed, bean allowed
auy renl voice in the apprepriation of it, it might have
been different, but oven this poor satisfaction was denied
them. By the constitution of the colony only three non-
officia] members were permitted in the Legislative Council,
but even in the election of these the community had no
~voice, aud since almost every one of the offieial membory.
{six) owed bis place to the Governor, and might be
punished for the slightest show of independence, it can be
easily understood how supreme & matter of indiffer-
ence to Sir Harry Ord was the yea or may of the free
members of his council, £he fact being that under pretence
of a coustitntional Eovemment on arbitrary despotism
had Deen established. The dignity and independence of
the judicial office i3 jenlously enough guarded in this
country, and should be still more so, if possible, among
an Oriental population. Aund yet this sxfeguard of
liberty has been dome away with in Singnpore, and the
judges, who formexly were answerable to no ona but ler
Majesty in Counoil, now hold their office at plersure of
thelocal Governor, Can it be wondered at if the colouists
indigountly cowmplain, not only that they ars being
treated .in this respeat in a nwmnner thatnone of their
countyymen at home world submit to, but that their re-
presentations aud protests against the continuance of such
& state of things should have boen repulsed by the late

administration with official hauieur., Tet me closo
oy letter by stating the terms upon - which the
colonisis of the Strits Settloments desire fo bo troaled,
1. That the Legislative Council shall be reorganised; ‘at
Toust oue-half of it to cousist of non-official mewbers,
thus eusming that the roal interests of the colony shall be
the ohief object of the Government. 2. That tho official |.
mombers of the Legislaturashall not be bound to vote
under the dictation of the Governor, nor shall any
penulties follow from fheir independent pxpression of
cpinion, 3, That the judges of the Supreme Courts shall
Lo absolutely independent of the local Government. 4.
That a Governor shall be appointed whoss previous career
may at least givo promiso of his ability to manage the
intarests of a large commercial community.

I hizve endeavoured fo bo as brief as possible ; there is
every prospect of the question mow discuesed coming
before Parlisment during tho present session. Iam only
auxious that the matter should ia the meantime be put
clearly Dbefore the publio. Lot it nof be answered that
this is o mere mercantile question raised by those inte-
rested in the Straits trade. * It is matter enough for regret
when the prosperity of a settlement is endangered by the
folly of anincowpstent ruler ; it wers of far more serious
import should a claim for fres and just government, urged
as 1t will be, templmtblg, but with vigour and dstorming.
tion,‘c}mdwrega.rded aud refused a hearing in England.—I
ooy Wl 2 W dhe




