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.| and want, leaving us miill upon
| begun %o ook moxe Hie molten

Manchester Times
Saturday, March 27, 1869

“A WHALING ADVENTUBR.,
. - % {From the Querland Monthiy.)
1 Giaod for ninety barrels, wuve” exclalmed Captaln
Hokmor; es ho ook » lelsuraly survey of #his behemobh,

' Weo tumed him, took him In $ow, and made for the barque,

sxpuging that the mate wonld pursue another whalo ; bué
Instesd of sodolng, he 1ald his boat forhe Jeanstio, which
wanahoub & mile to Ioownrd, Captain Hommer conld nod
unddxtond shis siyle of taotlos, snd expremod some sur-

thats B, Bennett had nod followed and go another:
l, neveral of whioh were ot Saxdlseacd: W izhd 4l
within'amils of 41 barque, whon o ot [nbone Ratontashs
mepiffahe squsred away bofore $he wind; which wad now
blswing & six-kuot. bresge, spresd all éanves and rapldly
dlsnppeared from view. What could be the meaning of
this grtoundlng conduct? Why had Mr. Benneti left his
captaln and nine of his crew upon the frlendless ocean ?-
Oaptain Hoamer txled valnly o tepross tho fears and
anguish which at-that moment agléatsd his mind.. He

.endoavoured %o aocount for “BMr, Bennetd's courxa In a

varlety of wage, but that very varlety was demoralising, -
At length 16 basamo %oo ovident that themate had deserted
us and gone off with the bargus, leaving us to perlsh on the
bread bosom of the deep, Thres ‘hours afferward fhe sun
set and night fel), and with i the breeze, leaving s dead
alm, * Men,"asld the oapisin, 'he Jeanekts oannot be
more than fourteen or fiftcen miles away 3 tho waa atecring
east-sonth-east an hour before smused, and oanndé have
nltered he oourse in this oalm ; let ue cué away the whale
and pull for thebargue, for I $hink wo oan oatoh her by mid-
night, unless the wird blows up;- oo out away the whale
and douklo bank the oars as much as possible, and glve way-
with a will,” " The monstrous varcaze we had been towling
was immedlately sent adrift, and each one bent $o his oar
with firm rexolve. 1é was & pull for life, Thé'night was
oloudloss, hut no moon * o'er the dark heruliver manile
ghrow.” Bright oud Justrous stars wore reflested from the
passive ocaan ; our boat rushed through the water, fmpeiled
by the steong arms of nine slalwart men, cudesvouring fo
gave. themselves from sgonlslng death. Her bows were:
orested with ellver foam, and in hor wake: glowed Inrld
spavke ; while the rapldly-dipplog oam, with thelr long
stondy swedp, umed up myklads of solntiliatlony, as if &

hoat of fireflles had been dlatuzbed, On, on wo pulled, In-

the direotlon taken by the Jeanette, untll daylight hroke
upon us, when we stopped, Iald upon our oaxs, and scanned
4hoe fankooming borlzon, In vein did:we furn ont anxions
gazo In every di:e;o%lon; there was nothing framed by man

|15 ight. Not a-breath of air rippled b;;er the houndiem.
 waste of waters; notablrd or & fizh b amﬁmﬂr-

tude, Upress thewun, flaming, angry, m Y

bosker of ‘water was In tho boat, but 1t had been half.
emptied during the precsdlog night of tiiM and anxlety.
Oaptaln Hoser immediately charged himueif with the cara
of this desperately-coveted beverage, o be doled out iIn
regulsr ratlons to each man, no one recelving more than
onongh £o molston his parckiog lips and buraing tongue.
Mhen commenced that longwagquenos of unutterable horrors,
gopared to which all gthar human illsseem trivisl, There
were ton men lu the bot, and the third day had come with
the same luzld sun glarlng upon us with relentloss fury.
At tho oaptaln’s suggestlon each men wonked himsslf
in gon water, which moemod to afford some very alight
rollof ; but our garments soon drled in that fornace-like
heat, leaving o ornsb of sal all over our hodlex, s that
the experlment had to bo constantly repeabsd, It Is
neodloss o donorlbe the Incresaing anguish end torment
guffered by that wrelohed orew, as day efter dey came
tho glassy deep, which had
lead than water, 'We were
then e exhansted that all fuxther effort to make way waa:
ot$ of $he queetlon, The pangs of hungox had becomg
dbmonlacal, and men glared st each other with oanibal
gezo and intent, Esch felt what the others thought. We
hogan to realise that one must dle that therouh might ve,
Strange 16 was that In the midat of thisindexoribable sgony
of mind and body no one thought of commitsing wulolde ;
pe ono contomplated welf-sacrifice, but with Insane deapalr
geomed to prefer helng killod and eaten. Psyohologlata
may explaln this extraordinery fack; X cannob,- The love
of life was #till the ruling prineiplo, and we clung o I¥
with desperation, ' Oh, my God !” oxclalmed the capialn,
tif wo had not out away that whale we might have been
content,” These wore terrible words. They af -omce
impaxted » now enss of hunger which could not be
sppessed without food—food of xome kind, no matier what.
Among the orew waa & bialay; & wonderfully active and
vigorous man, with the spillty of the $lger-cat and the
musoular power of an anaconds, Eis savage eyes glttered
1ike thoss of & basiliak-as he proposed $hat we should draw
Tots to determine who should bo Immolsted. Everyone at
fisat veolled with nnfelgned horvor ; but In a fow minates
$he proposltion fam{lterised f6nelf f our minds, and in one.
hout It was adopted, An expross ptipulation was made to
except the capbain, who reslotod the motlon, but finally
consented, as ho was the only.navigator among us, and the
greatest wufforer, ~ Our commander out amail siivers of
‘wood of different lngthe from a harpoon-staff, and pre-

{helr onds while concealing thelr lengih in his hand,
mﬁinh ono draw, the one pulllng the shortoat sllver to
dle, We were p .- Had 16 zoally come to thix?
Perhiaps in ten minukos aftor the viotim kad been sorifiosd

a vessel might beave In sight; and rosoue Ha from %0
horsible  conditlon. Porhaps s storm rmight arlee and
dostroy sl hands. Parhaps soMme ey porpolse or other

fish might come within the reach of our harpoouvor geainm,

after

Wo hosltated, and agreed #o defer the ordeal unill
! bl a of welting unél the Iast
nightfall, for the double reasc ml e it

had gone, and of mecurlng the sorlfl X
g:ﬁble whon no other resouros was left, Elght o%lodk,
pun, came full eool. The moon wasriding In the heavenw,
and efleoted from the vast mirror of $he oceat. Blowly,
ond wiih sufocsting frepldailon, wo approsched the

captaln &0 draw onr lots, His handa aud frame phook a4

~

‘blood, may glve & faint

with an ague.  One by one, with Iank jawn, cavernoussyet
and gaunt framen, we sirefohed forth our palsylng fingesn
and solecked our bits of wood. INot n word was apoken;
but the commander, with: the index of doom, polnted ouk
the viotlm, Ten thortminuten were given him to prepare
for the awfn) change- from 1ife to death ; from thiy world,
with i¢s attendant horroty, to' the % undiscovered bonrne,”
While engaged in commending himself #o the throne of
geaoe, and preparlug to go whers *‘the weary are at rest,’
he was knooked on She head ffom behind; and qulckly dexs
patohed with repeatad blows--oare belng taken to shed no
dvop of blood, Thak was onr firsk sacrifice to nolishness ;
bué we were not in possoaslon of rational faculiy, The
capaslty to judge olearly and dispasionately hed been losk,
Our manhood had been 4aken from us, and wo were but

| hesats of prey~—the mere anlmel man, After dwo or thres

‘daya the xame horrlble coremony was repested, and sgaln
and agala, until four of onr number had smocumbed. . Our
fifth drawing wsa postponed longer than usual, for thers

"I soemed to be & reawakenad hopo of resoue, It came not.

Once niore the oapialn held forth the fatal altvers, and tho
Malsy drew the shorteat, This wasa$ five o'clook In tha
afternoon, snd the tlme of ssorifice wonld no# srrive natfl
‘sight o'olock p.a. By fecblo powors of deseriptlon osn
glve yon no adequate ides of how the Malay's eyes glit.
tered; of the foam whioh covered hisIipa ; of $he vrithings
‘hls framo underwent ; of the mauner widohhe gnashod
s tooth, and howled Jike s wolf, £5: wp ifrighitul,
Theso extrers expresilons pléigakad -aginy werd
haglnning to opesste 1u his favour, and elleld wofaw tokeny
‘of chmypnenlon ; bnt they were moon tuened to:Hate and *
loathing, The after, or sizoke can, was-piopelled by o lsd
nob over 17 yoarn of age, He had been the most horois
and nncomplaining of .the orew. .He wasa meck, sotlve,
intelliyent hoy, who Mad won the favour of all, and
wo |had unanimously detarmined that: his Wfe should be

saved, If within our power. Seven o'clook artved; The

Malsy was at the forward oar. One-or iwo “heavers,”
short, heawy, thiok, were lyiug under his thwark, snd the
captaln saw him quletly reach down and arm himself with
ons,” ‘Suspooting seme villany, the commander gnlstly na
whipped & lance and placed i6 by hls slde, teady for uze.

Half an bour phuted, when. the Malsy, with the'bound of

& tiger, Tenped over the Intervenlng thwarts.and made o
desperate blow i the boy's head. - As he-sprang aft, Oag-
taln Houmer vaired his fook and kicke the.boy off his
thwart, eauslog dhd DIRNSYRIRLm ko miss fts makl, dud 48
the samo lnatent drova the Iance déep thko his chost, The
would-be murderer fell, and was instantiy killed and shared
out among the survivors, Hunger had been somewhat
sppeasod, and we killed each other not so much for flesh
on §0 molnten our mouths with the blsod, which, although
hob at first, soon cooled upon ¢he lips and fongue, expoclally
ay 8 refrashing broozo had sprung up two days hefors tho -
Bialap’s death, The sky hed bensme overcant and threat-
ened astorn, ‘Wator! water! Anything for water. - The. .
Ingesoribable guawinge of hunger are feable In comparts
gon o tho want of water, Oh! that tho: Msjesty abova

-wonld vouchsafe & raln atorm, that we. inlght drink, and

nob periah of thirst, 16 wax not 5o ordaineds Tho olouds
pasicd away “and left us once moro mnder tho glowlng
frmament, It wax.more-than human nséure conld bears
and one of our number dled under thefufiloion, Hinbody
wag mado fast to n rope and trolled for two days, in the
hope of calling up & shark; but -no stch good fortuns
swaltod us, Thone who.atiil oling to tha bollef that shatke
will fnafinotively follow & vessel, on hoard of which poma
‘membir Is géon to dle, may rett assurad of 16s fallsgy, We- -

‘would have glven worlds to have sesn one of those voraclous

monsters at any e darlog our horrible safferingy, On -

' the morning of the third day.we out qur dead shipmafa
- adxlfh, snd agein reslemed annﬂ!ﬁljg‘%lm fate mighs

ba in store, Only four of the orlginal ¢oil rAMBIGGA aliro,
viz., $he aaptain, the 1sd, one messmate, and myuolf, It
had been ry fortane to eneape so far, and only two of ua
lofh to draw lots, Six days had pamsed since we shared the
Malsy, and wobad been twodoys withont food. Therewg
Iny, tocking wllently npon the great deep, The moon had
come and gone, and was hoginning to some agaln, Thirty.
fonr days had been passed In this awinl atraggle for life,
Not a drop of water had refreshed onr -ystem.s aftor ths
gosond day ; not & fish nox o bird had been seen in all that
toreible porfod, 'We had coased to be human, and more
rexembled bessts of prey. Despamnk, bloodless eyes ;.
gaunt, shrivelled, and emaoclated frames ; 1olHng, swollen
fongues, snd trembling limbs ; facos oovered - with thin
soraggy beards ; nails like claws, and stained with human
iden of how we looked, exoppt thad
there was & fiendlsh, inexprexsible glare sbout the eyes
whish spoke volumes, Ouxr voloes had besn- reduced %o
hoaras whispezs ; tho power of utteranco was nearly oxs
hausted ; men no longar speke to each othar, but canversed
roluotantly by sluggish slgns, Teb the desire €0 prolong
Hito roxe above all other conslderations, It was for that wa
had ldlled and eaton our fellow-men; I¥ was for thal wa
had andergone indescribable torbuves of mind and body;

th was for $hut we stilt hoped snd stroggled agalnat an
almont positivefate, As the nextdoy dawnedupon thecloud.
Tens o0onn, although s gentle breeze fanned the waters, Jap-
tafn Hosmer signalled ua to come afk, Ina audible
whisper hessid : ** Lot nusgreato dle togethor lkemen; les
ua have no more of this dreadful canniimlism, If weara
to perlsh, 1t 1s God’s holy will, aud we should submit
without reholltovansss, AIll proper messures should ba
sdopied to secure Life, If ponstble ; but we have been alnfal
and solfish heyond ordinary parallel, Should we esapa,
our Uves will become one harrowing grief for the deeds wa
have done In $his boat'; and i we do nob murvive, to what
end will have been all he evll we have dono?” Freely
ench person reaohed out his hand, and grasping that of our
noblo gormmander, acaulesced In his views, and volomnly
pladged ouxssiver to thelr falfilment. The $hirky-ffth de¥
oame, and ave had renlgned ouraclves to dle, efther by ¢he
slow and Ineffable torburs of famine, or by a hasty pluoge
‘nto the deep, Af ten o'olock, s.m., & aall wax denoribe
the wentward, sbanding diveotly towardsus with a falx wind.
With all the haséo onr caphain conld command, he torotha
ragged rexonant of hisshich from his shoulders, sed made
16-£ast £o & Innoe-stsff. This was ateppod In $the mast-hola,
snd required the united strength of two men fo keep It
steady and upright. On came the ship, until within a mile
of us; sbe holstod her onalgn In token of having seen us.
We trled to shont, bus could nok ; we rled #o dance, and
fell down exhausted ; we teled to Isughy and wept from

just to windward, towersd
onr gncoour, Then tha
d we all foll lfeleis

Prosently the ship rounded #o,
and manned her boat and sent 1t t0
Tong'auskalned tensfon gave WAy &1
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