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“RUNNING A MUCK,”
{From ' The Malay Archipelago.” By Alired Rusecl Wallace.)

Une morning as we were sitting at breakfast, Mr
Carter’s servant informed ue that there was an
*Amok” in the village—in other words, that a man
was ‘‘rupping a muck.” Ocders were immedintely
sivep to shut and fasten the gates of our en¢loaure ;
Lut hearing nothing for some tiwe we went out, and
fuund there bad been a false alarm, owing to a slave
having run away, declaring he would amok” be-
eanse Lis master wanted to sell him, A short time
hefure, a wan had been killed at & gaming-table
breause, having lost half-a.dollar more than he
porressed, he was going to “‘amok.” Another had
killed or wounded 17 people hefore he could be de-
stroyed,  n their wars a whole regiment of these
peeple will sometimes agree to **amok,” and then
rush on with such energetic desperation as to be very
ormiidalde to men not so excited ns themselves,
Anmwng the ancients these would have been looked
upon 68 herves or demigods who sacrificed themselves
for theiv country, Here it is simply said,—they
made * smok,"” ’

Macagsur is the most celebrated place in the
Eust for *runping a muck,” There are said to
be vne or two a month on the average, and
live, tem, er twenty persons are somelimes killed
or wourded at one of themw, It is the national
and therefore the honourable mede of ¢ mmit.
ting euicide among tho natives of Celehes, and
is the fashionable way of escaping from their diff.
cultier, A Homan fell upon his sword, a Japanese
rips up bis stomach, and an Xnglishwnn blows out
his iains with a pistol. The Bugis mode has many
advantages to one suicidally inclined, A man thinks
Limself wronged by socicty—he igin debt and cannot
pay—he i3 taken for a slave, or has gnnbled away
his wife or child into slavery—bLe sees no way of re-
coveritg what he has lost, and becomes desperate,
He will not put up with such cruel wrongs, hut will
be revenged on maukind, aud die like a hero, - He
grasps his krig-handle, and the next moment drawg
out the weapon and atnbs a man to the heart, He
1ws on, with bloody kris in his hand, stubbing at
every one he meets, - *“ Amak! smok)” then re.
sounds through the streets, Spears, krisses, knives,
and guns are bronght out against him, Ho rushes
mrdly forward, "kills all he cAll—men, women,
and cbildren—and dies overwhelmed by nnwmbers
amid ull the excitement of o hatyle, And what
that excitemewt is thore who have been in one
best know, but all who have ever given way
to viclent passions, ov even indulged in violent
aud exciting exercises, may form a very good
iden, 1t is a delirious intoxication, a temporary
maduess that absoibs every thonght and every
energy, And cau_we wonder at the Iris-bearing,
untanght, brooding ¥ preferring such o (Jeath,
looked upon as almost honourable, tothecold blooded
details of snicide, if he wishes to escape from over.
whidming troubles, or the merciless elutchrs of the
hangmun and the disgrace of a public extcntior
when he has taken the law into his own handa,
too hastily revenged himself upon his enciny ?
cither cuse be chooses rather to * amok,”




