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Litevature. .

The Malay Archipelago : the Land of the Orang-utan
and the Bird of Paradise, A Narrative of Travel,
with Sfudies of Man and Nolure. . By ALFRED
Russsr WArracm, 2 vols. Maomillan and Co.:
This book is dedioated to Mr. Darwin, with

whose conclusions his own sre in harmony,.

Hig views with regard to the origin of spodies,

ond their geographical distribution may be

open to controversy, but there can be but one
opinion as to the worth and interest of this narra-
tive, In a reviow, necessarily brief, and in which
it will be impossible even to touch upon many of
the suggestive topics considered by the writer,
it mdy be well to confing omselves
for tho most pert to a statement of whatMr,

Wallace scoomplished during his .eight years'

wanderings in the East, During that period he

mads & vast and most valusble colleotion of speci-
mens, comprising nearly ¢ three thoiwand bi

slins, of about & thousand species; and , ab least
twenty thousend beetles and butterfiies of about
geven thousand speciés, besides somo quadrepeds’
sndland shells.” Of thess a great number are
new to Buropeay cabinets, andhave hitherto never
boan desoribed. Other orders of insects, com-
prising mora than two thousard spocies, snd in-
cluding' two hundred new kinds of ants have béen
examined and desoribed by entomologists since

Mr. Wallace’s retaun, and the fact that so-much

had tobe done towards neming and destribing the

most important groups, and so meny interesting
problems to be worked - out, decided the traveller
to delay for a long while the publication of his.
work, The volumes befors ns may therefors be
rogarded not.only ss the fruit of mearly. eight
years' travel in the archipelago, but of eix years'-
study and srrangement since their author veturned

\ to England. It is satisfaotory-to learn; howaover,
that “almost the whole, of the narrative and
desoriptive portions were written onthespot, and'
heve had little more thon verbal alters-
tions”" It is these portions which will be
found of chief value to the general render, although
no one of ordinary intelligence can feil fo he in-
terested in Mr. Wallace’s researches into the phy-
sical geography of the archipelago. A word or
two on this subjeot may not be inappropriate.
The Malay archipelago extends for more than
4,000 miles in lenpth froui enst to west, and is
about 1,300 in breadth from north to south.

Tt inoludes throe islandy larger than Great Britainj and
In one of them, Borneo, thewholo of the British iales might
be set down, and would be surrcunded by a sex of forests.
New Guinen, though less gompact in shayo, is probably
largor than Bogneo, -Sumatra is sbout equal in axtant to

Great Britain; Java, Luron, and Célibes are each about.

the size of Irveland.  Eighteon ‘more islands are, on the

uverage, as large as Jamaica; more then a hundred are
as lorpe aa the Isle of Wight, while thoisles and islets of
smaller size axe innumerable. x|

The greater number of these islands are voloanio,
and in many of them earthquskes araof constsnt
ocourrence. Java suffers the most, and possesses:

forty-five volcanoes, activeor extinet. Mr, Wallacs'

divides the archipelago into on Australion and
Adiatio region, and in his ressons for this division
ives a variety of ourious details. For instance,
ere is, he considers, evidence from the ﬁeology of
Sumatra, Borneo, and Juva, thatthey belonged at
no very remote period to the adjacent parts of the
oontinent; while *‘ all the islands from Célébes
and Lombook eastward exhibit elmost as alose, &
resemblance to Australin and New Guinen as the,
Wostern fslands do to Asis.””. The divisions are

g0 marked that Mr, Wallace obgorves it is ‘possible{
to draw & live batween them, and at the sametime |

the two regions are in such proximity that insonie
onges théy ave separated only by a few miles, -

_ Tt was a3 & naturalist that Mr. Wallade visited |,
[nlay srohi- |

the wonlderful islands thut form the M

Fe!ﬂgot-iﬂﬂd‘,the enthusipem with ch hefol..
owed his pursult, notwithstanding. &' thondand
diffioultieg, 18 worthy of all praise. In Singapore,

where tigers kil on sn,nverage o Chinbman every

day, ho nokmowledges that it was rather nervows |

.work hunting for inseqts in the forests, with the
risk of one of these savage animals springing upon
him. Tn Java and Maloooca the same danger hed
to be encountered., More than once he was nearly
coming to %:-ief from the atiacks. of - snnkes,
. although ho has ro tale about these reptiles so
marvellous as thyt related and illustrated by Mr.
Biokmére, and sgain end again he suffered from
sovere and profracted attacks of illngss, But sick-
ness, lomeliness, snd peril were of little nosount
in comparison with the delights of discovery and
the acguisition of specimens, Of 'a place

that abounded with beatles, Mr, Wallace says, It |

was & glorious -spot, snd one that will always live
a magnificen
coloured in the world, and so-grent was
meont on vapturing the prize, and o,

. in my mamcixg.' On one oeonsion  he diegovered |.
i DU

ttarfly, one of the moat ﬁ:geously
ng -the.

glorious "wings,"” that, the blood mashed fo his |

head, his-heurt beat violently, and he felt “ muoh
move like fainting” than when' in'apprehension of
immediate death. Xven when il with fever, Mr,

Wallaco found & consolution in the insoots brought |
to him by hoy collevtors ; and when donflned withi §
an inflanied foot, and unable to. move without a}

orntch, and ‘this too CGlines,. &,

oounhgr - which mo
resided ‘in ' hefore,
in the Lirds

him by. his

in  New

men,. Thoe - writer's' ‘repolleo-

tions of New CGuinea are: indeed dolorous in'tho [

extrome. . ‘¢ Continual . xain, continual

litile wholssowe, food, with 3 lague of ants and |
g4

flies, surpassing -anythin ‘before et with,

m%med all a nefupalist’s. ardonr to encounter;.
an

when tHoy were ingampensated by great sucs{

oo in oolleoting, became all: the more insupport- |
able.” Yot ;favg; in New Guinea he collegted in |-
oue day ninety-flve dﬁ%ﬁn’b& dsof beatlos, which |

it took: six hours’ . work affereards ! to pin

- the orang-utsiy: in the' fdarests of Sumatra: snd:

- with Trentmpidity from trée to tres; throws -down

exoito-{

naturalist had ' ever}
and inseots  esptured for |

But’ Mr, Whlince alio. Runted' larger game, aud |
very nmusing 3i s Aascsigion ili-ths bk atbard

Borneo. {This great ape, known to' the nativesas |
the Mias, is not very edsy to oapture. It moves)
branches st any one who npg:opoh&q it, and pro-
teots itself from attack by uy;iﬁfa number of |
boughs to)ie_ther and conooaling itselt behind them. |
The animal is very daxgerons when forced to stand

on its deferice, and, according to the xoport of the |
Dyaks, there are only two oreatures that will ven-|.
ture to encounterit, A chief of whom Mr, Wallace'
inguired said, ““No animal is strong enough to|
hurt the mias, and the only erenture he ever Hghta } -
with is the orocodile. ' When there is no fruit in ||
the jungle, he goes to seek food on the banks of |
the river, whero there are plenty of young ghoots |
that he likes, and fruits that grow dlose to 'the |
water. Yhen the orocodilesometimes trids to seizo
him, but the mias gets upon hip, and beats  him
with his hands and feet, and tears himg and kills
him.” Tho chieftain declared that he had himaslf
geen such a fight, and another stated thatifa
python attacks & mias, the ape is sure to be the
congueror. Mr. Wallace’s acoount of a baby mias
which he attempted to rearis extremely interesting,
It would soream aud kick like a childin & pas-
sion, make ridioulously: wry faces when it
was washed, and lie upon its back quite helpless, |-
*‘rolling lazily from side to side, stretching out
all four handsinto theair, wishing to grasp some-
thing, but hardlyable to guide its fiigers to any |:
dofinite object; and when digsatisfied, opening
wide its almost toothless mouth, and oxpressing
its wants by & most infantine soream.’’ Mr,
Wallace observes that the eize of the orang-utang
hes been greatly éxeggerated, and that the lavgest
met with in Bornec have been ¢ feet 2 inches
high, with the outstretched arms 7 feet 8 inches.
Ameng the snimals and birds discovered or seen
by the traveller, we may mention the flying
lemur, one of which he observed “rum- up &
trun'zs and then glide obliqualy through the sl to
another tree, on which it alighted near its'base, |
“1 poced the distance,” he says; * from tha one |
tuey to tho other, and fouud it to be- seventy |’
youds;” o flying frog, the first. instance known; |-
some wonderful birds known as the megapodids, |-
which make lorge mounds often six feethigh and
twolve feot across, in which to lay their egge; and |
many precious B_Eeeoimans of the Bird of Paradise. |,

Of this most beautiful bird Mr. Wallace was |,
fortunato enough to discover a completely new
lorm, dl_ﬂ'é!lh% remarkably from -ev other
known bird. It is nomed  Wallace’s Standard
Wing.” Bub the naturalist’s .greatest 'successes
gppear to have been butterflies and bootles.

. Mr. Wallace hes some anmsing statements as tq.
The house accommodation with whioh he had often
o content himself on his travels, He iy six feot |
mmt tmoh mi? léeﬁht_, yaf.h hte livileg for six woeks:
protty comfortably in'a hut eight fest ro and |
only five feet high. 'Eviﬂengl he oﬁﬁﬁ make
himsolf at home no matter gow unfevourahle’
;r?e circumstonces. Here is another pioture of an

t ¢
My house of Waypot! wos n bave. ched, writh a Iaxge

‘bamboo platform at'one side, At one end of this platform,,
which was elevated about threo fest,'L 'ﬂl&dx“!’,’?ﬁﬁnqa'ﬂ !

—

iito ourtain, and partly enclosed it with'a large; Scofoh
plaid, making o comfortable littlasleeping aphirtment. .. i
putup a rude table on loga buried.intheearthen figor, and i
‘hod my comfortablo rattan chair for a seat,  A'line aoroms
‘one corner carried my daily-washed ootton clothing, and |
on & bambaoo eholf was arrayed my small staok of cmukgﬁ
I R e vy
walle, an vos, to preserve my collsctions from |
?ﬁts‘;gvhﬂed gﬁv%ﬁ ;éus, : ngéa l{(«;gh w!tmn nmlﬂ mag:
e houss, . On my table luy books] -penknives, )
pliers, and pins, ,\\'rgth'imhctaymﬂ ?birdpﬁ;beh,‘ all of which
wers unsdlved mystorids to the nativemind. .. |
We may remark, in conclusion, that MrWnla
Ince's bool §s not without its consolations for thobe’
‘of us whose travelling is limited t& these -islands:
or to the neighbouring continent. . He nssures us'|
thatmo montain he ever sstended in the tropics
“ progents & panorams equal to that from Snows;
don, while ‘the views in Bwitzerland :are immea-
gurably superior.”” Moreover, he asserts that the |
‘piotires drawn by travelleis of tropieal vegetation-
te too highly coloursd, and that it hos been’their,
custom to group together all the fine-plants they
have met with during a long " journoy, -and. thus
roduce the effect of & gay and flowerspainted:
andsoape, © * During twelve years,' he says,.
“ spent amidst the grandest tropioal vegetation, I
have seen nothing comparable to-the- effect pro-
duoed on our landseapes by gorse; breom, heather,-
wild hyacinths, hawthorn, purple orehises, snd:
butteronps.” - (T gAve e w B B as W,
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